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PriOVlSION OF EDITCATION BENEFITS FOE POST 

E R A VETl 



TUK^DAY. JULY 20. lt^75 
OF TU£ HOU8K CuMMlTlEB ON X'^ETKltXNS' AiFAlTtS, 

WasMngton^ D.G. 
The subcloiiimittee met, pui*su£tut to notiue, at 10 a.m. in room 3%4^ 
Camiou Ollke Buildki*?, Hun. Ronald M. Mottl and Lester L. Wolff 
pre^idiaig. I 

Mi\ MoiliL* The Subconnnittte on Education and Training of the 
Veteraiis' Atfaii-s Connuittee will nuw come to order. We do not have 
to*> many jjaenibers as of yet, but tliey will be joining us shortly, I uni 
yure after tihe qnurum call. 

On Mayl 7, 11^75, the President issued ajproclaniation termmating 
tiie Vi*?tnaiii wartime m*riod* Without objeijtiou, 1 insert at this imnt 
in the recojtd, a copy of that proclamation* 
[The dcf ument fuUows:] 



ERIC 



5 



The Wiivtt HotrsE 



Entitling Peruana to Certain Veterans* Bi^efitH 



By the PitESXDENT OK TOE l%rrED StaTES OF AajtERlCA 

A Pkogi/Amatiox 

TLe Congress lias provided that entitlement to certain veterans* 
Li'uefits be limited to persoiis serving in tlie Axiiied Forces during the 
period, begiiming August 5, lOOt, referred to as the Vietnam era. The 
President authorised to determine the last day on which a licrson 
must hate entered the active military, naval, or air service of tl|e 
( nited i^tttes hi order for such service to qualify as service during 
that period. 

The aigning of tlic cease fire agreements and implementing pro- 
tocols on January 27^ 1073^ between the ITnited States of America and 
the Kepublie oi Vietnam, oji the one hand, and the Democratic Ec- 
public of Vietiium and the Provisional Eevolutionary Government of 
tlio Republic of South Vietnam on the otlier hand, has terminated 
active participation by the Armed Forces of the United States in the 
Vietnam conlliet* 

Fow, Therefore, I, Gerald Jl Ford, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the autliority vested in nioby Section 101(29) 
of Title 38 of the Ignited States Code, do hereby proclaim, for the pur- 
pu3es of said Section 101(29), tliat May 7, 1075, is designated as the 
lastdavof tlie*'^Vietnam era.*' ' 

in Witness WherCiof, I have hereunto set rnv hand this seventh diiy 
rif Mav in the year of our Lord nipteen hundred seveiity-tive, and of 
the lndei)endeiiee of the United fates of America the one hundred 
ninety ninth, 

Mr^ AlMrm On tlio sarae day, tin* Presidi^nt transiaiined tri the ( on- 
;L*!et^i h proposed bill to ajuend tttle :*s. United States, ( ode, to 8c*t a 
tr>i tiitnatioa date for vett*nmb* edu*^ ational benrtltn mider rjiapters 81 
arid of 8u* h title, and for other pni |>oSiM* 

Without objection, 1 w ill insert in the record a copy of the letters 
from tlie President to the Si)eaker of thq House of liepresentativcs, 

[The letters follow:] 
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t04tb C08gres8, Ist Bcsilon, Home tKieument No. 
TERMINATION OF \ ETHltANS^ EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS 



, TuE White H^ttsc, 

TiiC* Honorable the BPEAKts, - 

\\%mwji^n,li e. ^ ^ , " " " " 

lla\K Mii. SS'KAKEu: 1 am trausuiittliig today a i^roi^jsed bill "To uruoiia titip 

Z"^.. Onit_ud states Codo, to m*t a teriaiuatiun dato for vuteraus edueiitional bene- 

tits uflderCbapters a ad JkJ of bucU title, and fur other i>urj>oSta*** 
The/bill i^vould teruiluato tho t4Igibaity iieriod fur 01 Bill edueaUou and train- 

itig bJnehts for j>vrsoas \\ hu wlU bo intt*ring iioaL-etiUie vulantary military serv- 

k 0 ui/ibr after July 1, lOTO. 
1 have today also issued a Pr^xlamation whkh toes the ix*rb>d of Vietnam 

borviee as beginning on August Hit>i. and ending on Muy loTo* for eertalu 

wartime beneiita. 

The effeet uf these actions ia similar to those terminating ^v;arUme veterans 
It* ueiits foUoulng the eessatlou of World War 1, W orld War H. and the Korean 
%vur hoiitillties. 

I'hi* ProttlaniatiL^n and this legislation would make att eiiultuble distlnetion 
betwi^tft those who have bten rtvjuired tu i»erform military service and those who 
iu the future eho^.^se to strve in the AlkVoluntt^r Amie*J ^*ureea. Tbe termination 
ac tions will nut afftet tiie eligibility uf the mlUlcws of Vietnam veterans already 
di'^diurged* or thuse j^rei entty serving in the Armed Forees. 

I urge the €ungf ess to give j^romj^t and favorable eonsideration to the draft bllU 

Hlneerely. 1 

OEHAin kI FoBb. 

A lULt •menJ title 'is; Uolted Statet Code,, tf> set * ternilnatlon date for Teteraoi 

tdtitatiooai beoeUt* iiBder cbai>t€j|i li* aod U6 of baeli title, aud for uther puri^oie* <- 

Be %t enacte d by the i^t-nate and House ICepresentatives of the United t^tates 
of Afnerlica in vontjrtss ammUed, That «eetloa lllo2Ca| of title tSS» United 
states Code* is amended to read as fullows : 

"(ia>il> The term ^eligible veteran* means hny veteran who <A) served on 
a* five duty for a i»t»riud of more than ISO days, any i^ar t of whieh ooourred after 
January 31, and befure July 1, lOTG, uiid who was diseharged or released 
therefrum under the oouditious other than tllshonorablCs or *B| was discharged 
ur refaased from actjvo duty, any part of which" was i*erformed during such 
j»eri*!d, bi*eause of a se^rvice eonneeted disability/* 

t^ce. 2. Beetion lijiilla^ of title 3S, United .States Cude. is amended by-- 

I I > inserting and before July h lt^T5'^ immediately after January 31. 19^5" 
eat^ h time It aia^^ars i and 

nisi adding at the end thereof the following: "*In tbei^ase of aiy i>erson in the 
at'tlve military serviee in the Armed Furces un June 30* ItiTS* the'ending date fur 
e.«mt»uUng Btieh iierson !s entitlement shall be the di^te of sueh^terson s tot dls- 
i harge or release after June 3o, lOTr*.'* 

^ifx\ a Beetlon of title 3H. United States C*^le. is amendt»d by addhig 

at the end thereuf the fulluwing: 'in no event shall t^dueation or training be 
aff*i»rded a veteran under this ehai>ter ur chapter m of this title after June 30* 

Hte 4 Seetlon t^95«bi of tide 38, United Htata^ Ctnja is amended by InserUng 
after '^service'* the folluwlng : any iiart of which oc curred after January 31, 
turn, and before July i, 11*75/% 

^£t\ 5. Section 18iyai> of title 38. United ytatea Code* Is amended by deleting 
**ellgible veteran* as defined, in ^aragrai^hs it) and ri2> of subsection (&} of sec* 
tiou 1652 of tills title/* and inserting in lieu thereof t **i»erson who served on Active 
dutv. any part of which (^>ceurr^d after January 31. 11)55. and whet 

(1 1 1 served for a i^eriod of more than 180 days and was diseharged or relcflsed 
therefrom mider conditions otlicr than dishonorable: or 

i(2i haa served more than 180 days in an aettve duty status and continues on 
aethe duty without a break therein t or 

r3> was diseharged or released from active duty after such date for ft service- 
eonaeeted disability*'* 
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S»cnoK'BT*8ccTtoir AirArrsis or Dkaft Bux 

Section 1 

TliSa seeUon would amend gecUon lC52(a) CD of UUe 38. United States Code, 
to provide that, for tlxe jiurijoses of eligibility for educational beneflta, a veteran 
Is dellued aa m individual who served on active duty for a i>erlod of 181 days or 
mort* aui^ part of wbldU occurred after January 31. 1055, and before July 1, 1975, 
and wlio was dl^cbarged or released under conditions other than dishonorable, or 
who served durhig such jKTlod and was discharged or released becau8^ of a »erv* 
- lce-<!Ounected ^Usability* The^ffect-of-the-amendment to^ this eectlon-is t<K set a 
Iierlod of service on which eligibility for educational benefits may be based. En- 
tranceJfljto mHltary service cm xtr after July- l/J,UZ5r »uj>uld not be guallfylng- 
servlco for this benefit * 

8ekion t 

Substt'Uoa in would amend section 1001 Ca) to establish June 50. 1975, as the 
ending date for that period of time lu whkh an individual may commence s«rT* 
lod in the military and earn potential entitlement towards 3d months of educa- 
tional assistance* 

aubsection i2i represents a savings provision which would permit those per- 
sons entering military nervlco prior to July 1. 1070» to accrue educational entlUe- 
meat with the amount of such entitlement earned based uiwn the date of the in- 
dividuars llrat dLicharge or release after June 30, 1075* 

SecHon S 

ThlB section 'would amend section lCG2Ca^ to set Juno 30, 1065* as the final 
termination date for utilization of eutiUenient earned und^r the current 01 Bill 
education program. The date set is 10 years following the cut«oft date (July !♦ 
1*j75) and Is In line with the 10-year period provided veterans of the Korean 
couOict. Under timt program. Individuals were retjuired by law to utlllase entitle* 
ment by January 31, 1005—10 yeara from the ending of the Korean conflict ( Janu* 
ary 3, 1055), 

Section i 

tlilA section wxmld amend section lC05<:h> to set June 30, 1075, as Hic? date^ 
beyond which individuals entering military «ervlee may not accrue e|iftltlement 
to PredlBchargo Education U^UEP) benefitB. This is consistent withfthe cut-off 
date for all other educational programs for veterans, 

Sceiion S • .^>^ 

This section Would amend section 1818t a) to permit all veterans serving on 
active duty after Januai^ 31, 1055, to continue to be ewgible for loan guaranty 
benefits. Under the provisions of section 1818 Ca), eligibility for loan guaranty 
bpneflts Is based upon the definition of a veteran as set forth in section 1052— 
tije name as edm-ationnl benefits* With the termination of the educational benefit 
ellgiblHty under the amended provisions of section 1 of this bill* It Is necessary 
to amend section 1818 Ca) to pr€«serve continued loon guaranty eligibility. 

ttllt tMtij Cous , Ut s<?88 I 

A mht» Tt* arucDa t^n^^ CJS, t^uJtpJ ytatra C^j^e* Ui oMer to c-n title vot»»rnt38 to fortv five 
ifi^^otbs ut f'Joeatiouaii assistant. o ter all e»iueatitJoal pr^jgrawB yuJer vhat^ter 34 tliis 
tUte 

it enact 'Cii h^j tJw Smatv and IJmse of Reprv^'^^^^tiitir* s *jf the United i^tates 
<>f Ameriea in Voui^resa aaemhUd, That section ICtil of title United ♦States 
Code, 1b auiended^ — 

1 1 > by am*;.*nd!fig the f^MCon^l sentMUv-^^ of Nnb.^;ectiou f a'» to read as follows * 
"If an #>Iigible veteran has served a i>eriod of 18 mouths or more on active 
dntv after January 31, l*J5n^ and has been released from h service under 
toiidmons that would sati&fy his attHe duty obligation, be shall be entitled 
to educational assistance tinder this *'haj>ter for a p^^rlod of 15 mouths Cor 
the e^piivaUuit thereof In part time educational aBslbtance ji/*: and 
i2)i by amending? subsi*eti*jin (e) thereof to read as follewB: 
"fc) Except as prcnrided lu SMbseetion ih^ and In subeha|iters V and Vt of this 
chapter, no elJijible vete)ran shall receive educational assistance under tljts chap- 
ter in excess of jH^ontisJ* 

b^ijc. '1 Ifhe amendments made by the first section of this Act shall tal^e effect 
on the date of their enactuiCJJt. 
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Vtraxm' Admx:<xbteatios% 

OfFlCB OF TUC AbMIKIBXEATOK of VE^^fEkAS^S* AFfcAfS^ 

Washington, UJJ., March 3,107^, 
t*Aaimaj»* Xft/Mtc t^ommiUc^ o» Veieram* Apain^ " 

Dea» Ms* Ckaikman : TLiy will re8i»uiid to j our reriuest for a m>ort by tbo 
Vcteruus Adioluibtrudou ou HTIC ^*OtH), ifitii Cuugresara l)!!! 'To ameml title 3S. 
tlaitt^dt J:5tates CuUe, iJa order to entitle veterans to furty-llve uiontby of eduea- 
tioiial aiislstaiice for all edueational prograius uiider ebaiiter 34 of thiy title/* 

Tlie i>ruijO«ed measure would etttltle ail veteransi who t^erved a i^eriod of 18 
iUt»utlis or iiiore on aetlve duty after Jaamary 31, 1055* to 45 aiojitlis of eduta* 
tioual assistanee under all edueational prograuis iwyvlded in eliapter 3i of 
UtleSa 

I'lio statcHl jmriK»«e of the veterans* edueational assistance ittogrfim to en* 
Iianee and make more attraethe, service In tlie Armed Forces, to restore loi^t 
educational opi^rtuidtiefes to those whose eatt*ers have been linterraiited or im- 
lieded by reason uT active duty service* and to aid such iierc^ohs In attaining 
the educational status to which they uiilght have normally asi»ired and obtained 
had the5* not served their c^ountry. <l'hege pttjgrams were intended to i»rovide 
readjustment assistant e during the i^eriod following the release of the veteran 
from service to civilian life. A pericnl of 30 months provides ^^uiftcient time to 
comiilete vocational programs or a 4-ycar college program, in most initauct»s* 

There are maay eonsiuerations in establishing an edueational assi&taut*e^ i^ro- 
l^ram. Congress* in deterndniug what asslstanc^e should be given to the retOrhing 
\eteran, decided that a veteran w ho served on active duty at least 18 months after ^ 
JaniL»us:> lt}55, and svub Aekast^^d as having satisiled his active duty obligation, 
became entitled to 30 months of educational assistance. Where entltletJient to the 
full 30 months is not established, the law^ provides that eligible veterans w III be 
credited with entitlement on the basis of months for each month or fmetiom 
tliereof of active service after January 31, 1055. Veterans who do not have a high' 
school diploma, or need refresher, remedial, or deilcieney courses to iiuaiify for 
enrollment in an appropriate program may receive benehts for pursuit of such 
courses without a charge against their entitlement Hased upon this tyiie of need, 
mai35* veterans if^H\ receive benetlts for more thm 36 months* 

Furthermore. Public Law c^nacttnl December 1074» provides that an 

eligibJo veteran who Is entirlcHl to 30 mouths of educational assistance may 
receive an additional number of months* not to exceed nine* to pursue a program 
of education leading to a standard undergraduate degree. The primary intent of 
rhis crhange is to assist those veterans who have pursued their programs Of 
CHlueation to coniplete tlie rcQuiremeuts for their baecd:la\itmte de^rtee. 

We also note that section 1001 Cb> of title 3^, Uult€*d States Code* allows an 
extem^ion of beneflts to the end of the Quarter, term, or semester when the 
veteran w ijeriod of entitlement expires during a fprnrter, term, or semester. To 
exti >»d an additional 0 months would result Isi a total of 4» monthi of entitlement 
in some cases. 

The Veterans AdministratbiU has oppt^sed any extension of entitlement beyond 
the 30 months of iH^neflts contained in the law- prior to the added beneflts pro- 
vided by Public Ldw 95-t50S. We are still of the opinion that a veteran, with 30 
months of entitlement* has enough entitlement to obtain a 4-^ear cotl<i?^i!:e degree. 

It is estimated that the cost of H.B. If enacted, would be as follows t 
FlS'^al year: ^^'^'^ lih mixtions'^ 

^nlv 1 to Bept l&70..^^^*^^.^^^^^^=.^=-^^^**=.^-^-^^-^<^^^«^- 0 *^ 

Total through 1980:..™^^-^^-^^«--^*«.^^:^^--»-^--.-=^^^ 20a 7 
In tiw of the foregoing, the Veterans Adtalnlstration opimm the ^mict&iant 
of UM. 200a 
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*rhl8 wlU tUo »em «• t m>ort W H,B. 295, H.It 1028* H*R* 1954* H.B» 2701, 
tnd H Jt. 1*003, Ulth Congress, wlilch are idwitical to BM. ^tOOO. 

It wiU also serve al a report ou H*li 3H H*R. m, H.K* 1122. and 

2 156. D4tb Congreie. blll« y^it± are substanUally similar to H.E* 2000.TUi^Be 
bill* were incurrectly drafted, Inaamudi a» tbey did not take Into conftldemtiou 
section 202 of i^ubUe Lawlfe-W whlcb hua already extended educational assist- 
ance from 30 to 45 months to certain veterans* who ujKin e^ciiiration of 30 montbi*, 
liave not yet attained a standara undergraduate college degree* 

We are advised by the omee of MAnagement and BudKet that there Is no objee* 
^on t6~the preaenliUun bt thU report from the itandi)oint of the Administration*! 
program* 

8lncerelr#" — 
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^ Adminiitraior* 
tUM. 6806. Pith Coor» lit 

A BILt* To terminate tfifr VIetcam era i>eHeNl of war forVmrpusea of tlie 
teterana* law«* and for other imrpaii!^ J 

Be it enacted ly the Senate and Eouuc of Repreientativa of the United 8tat€9 
of America in CongrciB aticmhted, That aectlou 101(29) of tltl<^ 38, United States 
Code, in amended to read aa f oUowtif : 

** (20) Tiie term V ietnam era* means the period beginning August 5, 1004^ and 
ending on June 30, 10ia*\ o . , . 

Hzfi% 2. BecUon 1002 (a) (1) of title 3S, United i^tate* Code, Is amended to read 
as follows t 

*'W(V$ The term Vlfglble veteran* means any veteran who (A) served on 
active duty for a i»erlod of more than 180 days any imrt of which occurred after 
January 31, 1055, mid before July 1, 107^ and who was discharged or release*! 
therefrom tiiider condlUuns other than dishonorable; or cB> was discharged or 
released from active duty, any part of, which was j^rformed after January 31, 
lC«f?e% l>efore July 1. lijfT5. bt^Ausc of a sonice connected disability/*, 
a Section lOOIa O of title 3«» United states Code, is amended-- 
CD by insortliig immediately after **January 31. 1055/' etch Ume it ar*- 
pears therein the following : *^atid before July 1 , lOTo/* ; and 
, 12) by adding at the end therof the following new sentence: **In the case 
of any per«i>n in tJie aeti\e military service In the Armed Forces on June 30, 
10T5, the ending date for computing such person's entitlement shall be the 
date of Such per8on*s ilrst discharge or release after June 30, 1075/* 
Hta 4. Section 1662 of title 38. United State»€ode. Is amended by adding at the 
end thereof the following new subsection : 

**Ce| In no event shall educational assistance be afforded to any eligible veteran 
tmder this elmptcn or chapter 30 of this title, after June 30, 10b5/'. 

SEt, 5. 8€*ctlon lG05«;b1i of title 38. United States Co»je, Is amended by Inserting 
immediately after ♦*»ervlce'* the following J **, any part of which occurred after 
January 31, 1065* and before July 1, 1975/*. 

£No. 37} 

Coumrtm oir Vkteraws* ArrAuts. Hot?sE or linrutatuf tAtntn 

OmcK or tHK Aduxnxstka fOK o^m^HAm* ArrAias, 

Wamngton, Dx*., July i^, i57J. 

Hon. Hat RoBEHts* 

Chairmnn, Committee on VtHcrana* Affairs, * 
IJoust of Heprcsentaiivei, Washington, B O. ^ 

Dtxn Mjt CtiAiB^fAn? This will resi»ond to your rc<iuest for a report by the 
Veterans' Administration ou liM. 6B0O, !>4th Congress, a bill **l*o terminate the 
Tletnam em period of war for purposet of the veterans' laws* and for other 
jmn>o«*es/' . 

This measure would prescribe the Vietnam era as being the period August 6, 
1004, through June 30, 1975* thereby ending eligibility for certain veterans l^ene- 
fits* such OS pension,, burial allowance* and priorities In certain employment and 
training, for those indlvldualt entering the military service on and after July !♦ 
1975j The bill specifically bar* Individuals entering military st*rv Ice on and after 
Jjily 1* 1975, from accruing entltltment to^I BUI educational bc^flts. and would 
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also have the effect of barrluir loHn guaranty eUglbillty for Indlvidtiala eiit^riug 
military i^ervice on or after July 1» 

The I*reiiidcrit ou May 7, acting under the authority grautwi hiiu by 
^ti©a 101 r2U) of title 38. United Stateii Code, is«ued a proelamatluu ^tting 
May 7, 1075, as the temiiiiation date for the Vietnam era. Thus, i*ectiuu 1 of the 
iueaaure, which prorpObes to set June 30, 1U75, as the final date for the Vietnam 
era, i^ moot, and» as a teehnieai matter, ghould bo atricken from the bill, and 
6ubseiiuent seetious reuumber<j^« 

tinder U.IL lM>0,jOiy individua l entl^ring mtljfnry »f rri ee oq and after July 1, 
11>75» would be barred from accruing any entitlement to education benefits under 
the OI Bin. This bill iiermlts thtise_ Individuals who are in military service on 
June 30rl075rti> cuntlnuy to accrue and utilite entitlement to educationar benefits 
imder current iuw, and'sety June 30, ixm, as the final datcr beyond which no 
benefllB could be awarded under tlie educational program to anyone* 

This measure follows i^imilar action in ending GI Bill education programs for 
World War II and the Korean conflict veterans* The legislation makee an CHiuI* 
table dhm notion 'jiotween those who have bc*en reiiulred to iK^rform military 
service and those who in the future choose to serve in the AlKVolmtary Armed 
Forces, 

It should be emphasized that the educational Assistance programs for World 
W*ar II and Korean veterans, as well an for those eligible under current lawv have 
all beeii readjustnient i^rograms designed to help vett^rans to adjust from military 
to civilian lifti by affording them monetary aid tu obtain an educational status 
they might normally have aspired to and obtaincnl had they not served their 
country in wartime or national emergency* It was not contemplated that edu- 
cational assistance was to bt* a continuiiig benefit. 

The World War II veteran was eilgible only if he w as On active *Xnty by July 25* 
1047. tbe offlcial ending date for World War IL b»i'J 4 years from the date of 
his seiiaratiou from the service In which to commeuc*e his program of education 
and was allowed a iieriod or^ years from seimratlon to use his entitlement X 
final termination date of July IL*o, 11*50, was set for the bulk of World War II 
veterans* Koremi veterans had 3 years following seji*uratiou from service in which 
to commence, and 8 years from the date of such discharge Jn whieh to complete, 
their programs of education* A final termination date of January 31, IDOu, was set 
beyond which no benefits were i>ermitted under that program* 

Public Law 80-358, the Veterans' Headjustment Benefits Act of 1000. estab* 
llshed a program of educational assistance for eligible veterans who served on 
active duty in the Armed Forces after Januair 31, 1955. We believe that with 
tlie signing of the cease-fire agreement and Implementing j»rotocols of January 
1073. which ended our Involvement in hostilities in Vietnam, it is ai»propriate to 
teradnate the current educational readjustment program* 

We would jHjlnt out that. If it Is intended that this measure be effei?tlve pros* 
jiectiyely* the July 1* 1075* ternilnati«m date, currently provided In HJt Uso»J, 
should be changed* It is our view that any termination date -for the program 
should be prosiiective. 

We have been advised hy the Department of Defensi^ that, as written* HJt 
6800 could create InefjuStles and violate implied commitment of GI Bill benefits 
to individuals who have enlisted in the Ilepartment's Delayed Entry Pro^^rata 
CDEP). This Is a program under which individuals contract to enter the milltaiy 
service^** are enlisted In a Reserve unit and are reuulred to go on active duty 
within 0 months. It Is the Dt^MiVtment's recommendation that the bill be amended 
to iX) eliminate the July 1. 1D75. date cited earlier In this m^^rt : m substitute 
n new date whieh would provide tlie Tiejmrtment with suffldent time to alter 
extensive advertising and recrultj^g programs s and (c) allow* BUI !>enefits 
to tliose who enlist under the wTayed Entry Program* but who do not go on 
active duty for a jierlod of time thereafter 

Tlie Veteriins Administration has no objection tovthe Deimrtment's proi»*3sa1s 
and Is enclosing with this rer>ort a proposed draft substitute for U.B. 0800 which 
would Incorporate changes to carry out their suggestions. The propos€*d draft 
substltut*^ would set the first day of the soiond calendar mon*h following the 
date of enactment as the termination date for the 01 Bill program* would pro- 
vide 01 Bill benefits for those individuals who enlist in DEP prior to the termi(na» 
tion date* provide protCK?tlon for those individuals who enlist in DEP but are dlB- 
ehargtHl or releast^d from active duty performed pursuant to such nn enlistment 
because of a servl«je-eonnected disability, and set 10 years from the first day of 
the second calendar month following tlie date of enactment as the final date 
beyond which no individual may receive GI Bill benefits. 
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W« believe that thi iirdi»oi>ea strbititute draft would gi^e the Dei^artto^^tit Mmm 
lead time wblch tk^f need is conJunetloB with their t^lintifient i>roiframi md 
also ittutid© bejiaflU for thm- whd igfgn up tiuder i»EP* We tmdorstatui that e Jof 
tlie prtaeat date, over 00,000 toen and women have eitlleted in the IMayed £ulrr 
Wutram* have be«i mom into the Remfrve, and have etnfimitted thi'mselveaV 
6 ye*r« total laillUry nervlce of which at leaat 3 :jears will be on active duty. 
U th0 GI mn program were to hts terminate July h 1075, as i>ruvided Id UM. 

thf'ise persons would »ot be eligible. Many of tbe»e uaeit and women have 
■^njitkdlQ mijticlJjiLttou/g tfcdvliit 01 Bill beneliti-iimvided by current^ |j»w^. 
If ther ar^ not afforded this benefit, the Befenae Deiinnmeht win hive vioiated 
thotr advertiied in<?eative and would* poigibly, be obllgatoti to relfftne t her^s ttm^ 
their aetlve dutx commitment We are Informed that lJei)artmeht «uf vev« IttUleate 
that iuch jreleaaei eonld run mb high at t^O r»eJt3tSjat of the eulisteei i*»jneenti*ated 
nmong thosfe with the beat QualitcationiL 

Enaetmeat vf ILK, tJ806 woald hat^ no effect on our rocatlonal tthabUlf atl»ju 
prograni under which veteran.^ who are disabled beeau«e of a i*erviee-euimeeted 
<ii8ubUity are furoi»hed vocational rehabilitation* 

Knactaient of the bill In ita i^reient f ona wouhl, howevm have the effect of 
terminating eligibility for loan guaranty beneflta for those i»!r«on8 entering active 
dutr on o<>af ter ^Tuly 1975. Section 1818 of tiUe 38 currently granta home loan 
benefits to tho«e veterana serving after January 31^ 1«J5, wbo qualify at an 
*;ellKtble veteran/' An **ellglble veteran'* Is determined by the definition i*et out 
in 10rt2Ca> of Utle 38 whldi comet within the chapter perUlnlng to cducatloual 
l)eneflt8* Thus. ani«iding aectlon lft52Ca) to terminate c*ducatlonal benefltt for a 
person entering on military duty m or after luly !• 1075* as propose*! in the bill, 
would also bar the individual from benefits of the loan guaranty program. If it Is 
the intention of the Congrtst to terminate this program, the VA would have no 
objection. 

The loan guaranty program was originally conceived in 19-11 with the objective 
4)t diminishing^ to the greatest potsible extent the economic and sociological 
problems of pott-war readjustment of the millions then serving In the Armed 
>*ur£m This concer^t arose because of the feeling that ircterans, in view of their 
f^ervlee la the Armed Forces* had misted an opiH>rtunlty to establish themselves 
Stt a business or profession* and to establish a crcidlt rating whicb could be tke 
basis of borrowing to acquire a home. The lottt guaranty program was an attembt 
to place veterauj* on a par with thfeir nonveteran counterparts. In view of the 
tact that those now entcriug military service are dolmr m voluntarily and in time 
iif i^eaee* and coupled with tlie inerea**e8 In pay granted members of the Armed 
Forces in recent yesim such readjustment benefits may be tM)nsfdered unnecessary* 

In addition, eliminating loan guaranty eligibility for itost-Vietnam peacetime 
veterans would Jbe consistent with the Admlalttration^s g:o*l of eliminating dupll* 
<atlon of Federal programs. KurtlH?r. the |»eaeetlme reteran could obtain an 
VUX loan insured by the Beimrtment of Houslug and tfrban Dcveloi«jent> In 
fact veterans witli DO 4tat« or more active tervioe are ellKlble {under section 
170flCb1 C2i of title 12. it Bxll for such loans with njore liberal downpoyment 
terrias than the usual FHA loans. 

It BlhmU be ^njphasiased that oaactnient of HIL 0800 would not affect the homt 
tmn entitlcinont of % eteron^ of World War It, the Korean conflict* or any veteran 
-who «erves after January 01» and before the termination date of the %ito- 
mam. tt would only apply to those individuals euterinir active service after that 
4jate. 

We estimate that enaetuierit of tt.It. 6806 would result in ft cost savings of 
$10.8 miilion in Fiscal 5ear 1070, and in a cost savings over the first 5 fiscal years 
clneludiog the transition i»erlodi of ♦153 billion. The bulk of thl# savings #uahi 
4?ome ffOiiJ iho termination of the^ 01 Bill education prorram. A detailcnl break* 
4lowii b> flBcal yoat *?f thf» estimated cost savings resulting from terminating 
educational benefits follows c 

Diirect benefits i<itinpt edut^&tioH profram 
Fiscal t^ear : J^* miinwi* 

Transltiun .^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^.^^^^^^^..c.^^^^.^^^^^^^ B. 9 

1078 T^Zl^Z^Z^^^ m4 

Total* through IDeO..^..^*.....*^^.^...*.***^.^...*.^-...* 1» 520.1 

; 12 



m 



1?eji«a0aaoji.0f loafi it isf estimated* t^mt in iS com- 

1>arj|^te^l^ liiudest cost gavJDwgs* Tiie estiiuatea m^ttt^ tot m fiMt llscai year 
would be aj^proximately $3i0a,O00. The mtd e^Umatea S^year cmt »avlngs findud- 
mg tile tranyitiou lieriod) would be apprnximutely $27 uiimoiii of which nearly 
^0 percent would h« in tke lant fiscal ae*n A detaUed brealcdown of the estimated 
cost savings resulting f rotn ending loaa guaranty henefita for po»t-Vietimm vet^ 
erans follows { ^ ^ 



DInjct Expinm 

Fitter ywr ^ aae, wpwditurn bsm' total' 
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- -2.0 -4*5 -1.5 -id 

- — -2.5 -6.0 -t.6 -if^ 



'^'^^^^ * -.6.9 -15.7 ^ -4.4 
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UM$than J50,0«. 

For the foregoing reasons, the Veterans Administration favors enactment of 
the «ub»titutfe draft ptoposid In lieu of 6806. This^ Substitute would set a new 
termination date for the GI BUI education fSrogram and would protect benefit 
rights for those Individuals who enter into the l>ela:^ed Kntry Program ptibr ta 
that date. Should the Congress decide that the national interest would best be 
served by terminating^ eligibility for loan guaranty benefits of post^ Vietnam era 
veterans, the Veterans Administration wotUd have no objection. 

The OfiSce of Management and Budget has no objection to presentation of thig 
report to the Congress and advises that enactment of the susbtitute draft proposal 
In lieu of H.B. 68()0 would be in accord with, the pro-am of the President 
Sincerely, 

BioHAim L. Bo0DEBtrsH, 

^ , ^ AdminUtrator, 
Enclosure.^ : 

A BlU* To tenalmite the Vietnam erA period of war for purpout of the 
veterana* Uw«» mad for other purpoaea 

Be it enacted^ by the 8emte and Mouse of Representatives of the United Stater 
o/ Apneriea m Vonresit assembled. That section 1052(a) (1) of title 58, United 
States Code, is amended to read as follows : 
"(a) (1) The term *eligible veteran* means any veteran who : 

**(A> served on active duty for a period of more than 180 days, any part^ 
of which occurred after January 31, 1955. and before the first day of the^ 
second calendar mOnth following the date of enactment of this Act» and who 
, was discharged or released therefrom under conditions other than dis- 

K honorable; or * 
**(B) contracted with the military services and was enlisted in a reserve- 
component prior to the termination date provided in clause (A) of this sub« 
section and as a result of such enUstment served on active duty for a period 
of more than 180 days, any pajN: of which commenced within 12 months after 
the termination date set forth in clause (A) of this subsection, and was dis- 
charged or released from such active duty under conditions other than dls- 
houMible : or ^ 

**<C) was discharged or released from active duty, any part of which was 
IJerformed after January 31. 1955. and before the termination date- provided 
in clause (A) of this subsection, or following entrance into active service 
from an enlistment provided for under clause (B) of this subsection, because 
of a ser*ice<onneeted disability.** 
Bsc. 2. Section 16^2(a>(2> of title 38» United States Code, is amended by 
inserting immediately after "paragraph (1):(A)** the following! **or (B)*V 
^ Sec. 3. Section 1661(a> of title 38. United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by Inserting, immediat^y after ^*JanuaJ7 Blv 1955/* each time it ap- 
pears therein the foUoTving: "and before the first day of the second calendar 
month following the date of enactment of this Act" ; and 

<2:) by adding at the end thereof the following new sentence : **ln the case 
' M kny person in the active military service before the first day of the second^ 
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calendar month following the date of enactment of this Act, or a person eligl» 
ble under section lG52(a) (1) iB) of this chapter, the ending date for com» 
puting «such i)erson's entitlement shall the date of tjuch person's first dis- 
charge or release from active duty.** 
Sec. 4. Section Hm of title a8» United States Code, is amended by adding at the 
end thereof the following new subsection : 

**(e> In no evejit shall edueatiohal asi^istance be afforded to any eligibl^^ 
veteran under this chapter, or chapter 30 Of this title, after 10 years after the 
first day of the second calendar month following the date of enactment of 
this Act." 

Sec. 5. Section 1095(b) of title 3S, United States Code, is amended by Inserting 
immediately after **service* *the f oUo^ing : **. any part of which occurred after 
January 31, 1055. and before the first day of the second calendar month following 
the date of enactment of this Act/* 

iH.E. 7726, 04th Cong.. Ijit ieir] 

A BII.I# To am^^nd title 38. United States Code, to set a termination date for veterans 
educatluiml benefit* under cliapteri* 34 auU 'ja of auch title, and fut other imrpoaea 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and Borne of Repreifentatives of the United States 
of^AincriCf^ in VoHf^-esa assembled. That section 1652(a) (1) of title 38, United 
States Cude» is amended to read as follows : 

**<a^(l» The term eligible veteran* means any^ veteran who (A) served on 
active duty for a period of more than one hundred and eighty days, any part of 
which Occurred after January lil, 1055. and before July 1. lUTij* and who was 
dis'charged or released therefrom under conditions other than diyhunorable, or 
/ KB) was diseharged or released from active duty, lUiy part of which was per- 
formed during iiuch ijcriod, because of a service-connected disability.**. 
Stio. 2. Secfiua KJOl^av of title HS^ United States Code, is amended by — 

(1 ) inserting and before July 1, lOiD'* immediately after ** January 31, 
195.y* each time it appears ; and 

r^) adding at the end thereof the following: *'In the case of auyj^r^^^w^ 
ill the active military service in the Armed Furcesj on June 30. ll*T5, tue 
eiidiag dilute fyr computing such i>ersun*ii entitlement shall be the date of 
such person's tirst discharge or release tilter June 30, 1075.*'. 
Sta a Section ItJeyra) of title 3S, United States Code* is amended by adding 
at the end thereof the following: "In nd event shall educatiuii or training be 
afforded a veteran under this chapter or" chapter 30 of this title after June 30. 
insr./*. 

Sec. 4. Section 1005fb) of title 3.S. United States Code, is amemlcd by inserting 
after 'Service** the fulluwing: **, any part of which occurred after January 31, 
llCvN and before July !♦ 197.*»/*. _ , , ^, 

Sec. 5. Section 181Sia) of title 38* Un|ted States Code, is amended by deleting 
*Vligible veteran, as defined in paragraphs (1) and CJ > uf subsection* ui I of 
section 105:J of this title/* and inserting in lieu thereof: 'iiersnn who served on 
a» tive dutv, anv part of which occurrea after January '^h iy.>5. and wh«»— 

•11) servfHl for a i>eriod of mure than one hundred and eighty davs and 
wa» discharged or released therefrom under conditions other than dishonor* 

able t or . , , jLt i i. 

has served more than one hundred and eighty days in an active duty 
status and continues On active duty without a breali therein : or 

•*i3) was discharged or released from active duty after such date for a 
service-connected disabilhy'*. 

COMMTTTEB ON VETEBANS' AfFATRS. 



UiS. Ho%7SE OF KEPttKSE?rfTATIVF.S. 

Washinoton, July 22, 1075 



Hon. James R. Schuesinoeb* 

^^cretary of Defense. Department of Defense^ 

The Pentayon, Washinyton, D.C. 

Devu Mb. Skcketabt: Ou Tuesday. July 29th. our Subcommittee on Education 

and Training will bt'ghi hearings on H.U. 8406 and related bills. I am enclosing 

acopy of H-K. J^lKJforyourinformaHon; , , ^4.^ * # 

Should the Department of Defense desire to testify or present a statement for 

the record, we would appreciate your notifying the Clerk of our Committee prior 

to the hearing date^ 

Sincerely, ^ ^ 

KatRobeits. 

Chairman. 

ERIC 14 
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CH.U. d4th Con;., lit utu } 

A hlLhTo amend title 3S of the United 8Utet Code In order to «et ft tewnlnaUon date 
for veterauti' i'ducatlunal beuetiti* under chaptent a* and ^6 of lueb title. <to esctend tUe 
inaxlmuni educational lleneflta to tortj -tiTe mouths under chapter 34 of .such title, and 
for other purposes 

Be it enacted hy the ^tnate and Umse of Reprtsttttatives of the Vnitvd Statet 
of America in Conffreas assembled. That tieetiou 10511(a) (1) of title 3^^. United 
i:$tates Cudt% 1» umended tu read an follows — 

"(u)(l> The term Vligible veterau* meaui* auy veteran who (A) aerved on 
active duty for a i>eriOd of luure than VSO dayx* any part of which ueeurred 
after January til, 1055* and befure Seiiteinber 1, 1070, and who was dl^icharged 
or released therefrouj under tuuditiuns otlier than disliunorable ; or ( B) wa8 di^- 
fliarijed or released from active duty, any part of whidi was rw*rformed after 
January 31, l»u5, and before September 1, 1075, because uf a 8ervice-cunnected 
disabilifj.". 

:sta 2. Hi^etion l«j01 uf title 38. United States Code, is amended— 
(1) by amending «ub»ection (u) to read as follows : 

**(a> l-Ixeept as provided in yubsfctiou (c) and in the seeoud sentence of this 
subsection, each eligible veteran shall be entitled to educational assistance^nder 
this chapter or chuiiter oi5 fur a iierl»jd of one and one-half months (ur the etiuiva* 
lent thereof in part-time educational assistuuee) fur each month or fraction 
thereof of liU service on active duty after January 31, 1055. and before Septem- 
l)ei* t, 1075. If an ell:;;ible veteran has served'-a period of 1>S months or more on 
active duty after January 31, 1055, and has been released from such service under 
conditions that would satisfy his active duty obligation, he shall be entitled to 
educational at^^ibitanco nuiter this chax>ter for a period of 45 months (or the 
eanivalent thereof in part time educational assistance). In the ease of any person 
in the active military serv ice In the Armed Forces on August 31, 1075. the ending 
date for Computing sucli person's entitlement tshall be the date of such person's 
lirst disciiaige or release after Au^'Ust 3l, 1!*7 j/* ; and 

by atgendin-x .^idKectiMn (ci thereof to read as follows : 

"KC) Except as provided in 8ui»sectlon f b» and in subchapters V and VI of this 
chapter, no elieible veteran yhall receive educational assistance nnder this chap* 
t^-r hi excess of forty* Jive montht«/** 

Bm. 3* Section 1602 of title 38. Urdted States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end thereof the followiuj: new^ Hub^cction : 

**ie> in no event shall educational assistance be aff»*rded to anv eligible veteran 
Under this chapter or chapter 30 of tbiw title after Augus;t 31. ly$5,". 

Slc. 4. i a) »Subchapter VI of chapter 34 of title 38* United JStates Code, Is 
repealed, 

ib» Tlie table of sections at the beginidng of chapter 34 of title ZH, United 
t^itates Code, is amended by striking out the following : 

. •♦i^UBCHAFTEE \ I-^PEEW^CHAHCB BDUCATION FHOGRAM 

Furpo^^e: delinltiom 
**10s,»0. Fayment of educational assistance allowance. 

Edticational and vocational guidance, 
**1007A» Coordination with and participation by tH?partment of Defense/'. 

ie» Notwithstanding the proHslons of subsection (a) of this section, any 
eligible person enrolled In and pursuing a course or courses under tlie provisioi** 
of subrhapter VI of title 38, United ^litates Code, on the day before the effective 
date of this Act, shall be i»erniitted to continue to pursue such course or courses 
through the end of the period for whldi he is enrolled. 

Sec. 5. Section 1818 1 a) of title 38, United states Code, Is amended to read as 
follows : 

'Un % Each person wh observed, on aetve duty, any part of which occurred after 
January 31. 1055, and who — 

*'(!) fcjerved for a i>erlod of more than 18*i days and was discharged or 
relejiSfS^d theref torn ahdef cdndltlonB other thah dishonorable : 
(*^'\ has served more than 180 day In an active duty i^tatus and continues 
on act%'e duty witliout ai break therein : or , 

**f3) was discharged or released from active duty after such date for a 
servlce-eonnected disability t ' 
Shall be eligible for the benefits of this chapter, subject to the provisions of this 
section/*. 
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Bn^tB CoNiaDEEtD, BT NuMp£». IN AwnffON TO H*R. 20(}0. BM. 6800. 7726. 

293. 314,, 495. 746; lOlia 245(?. i;7yi. iSiilS, 3338. 3475, 34S4. 

SSOa. 40t5t5, 4100» 4620. 4852, 5(>2U. 55u7, 5573. 55l»in 5824, 5895, 58^0. 

t>.»70. tiliHI. 0730. OOUt^ 7350,, 7470, 8404. 

^^Mr* MdriXi, Heurmg no ubjectioii, tlie. adiimiktration bill, K.R* 
7720, which vriis iutroduted by JMr* Roberts aruraft. HatimiL^rselimidt 
, ofi Jlune will be inserted hi the it'Cord* ' 

Ou May 7, 1^75, the distinguished ehainuaii of the full committue, 
JKoberts, iiitrodueud for liiinsulf and 2:3 other rnenibei-s of the 
eqjiiinitto, H.R. 080C, a bill to terniindte the Vietuura-era period 'of 
war for purposes of tlie reterans' laws, and for other purposes, and on 
July 8, tlie distinguished chaimaii of the subeonimittee, Mr/Tuague 
of Texas,, hitrodueed H.R. 8400, a bill that would aeeomplish the 
fuUoAvhig: ^ 

( ly 8et a tennhiatiou date of Au^nist 31, 1975, for veterans* eduea- 
tioual benefits imder ehapti?rs 34 and 130; 

i'S) Ejfcteud tlie maxUiiuiu edueational benefits to 45 months uiidfer 
chapter 34; 

(3) Provide for continuation of the VA housing program; and . 

(4) Terminate the pi*ep prograiu under chapter i34. 

Tla* hearing today will deal with the subject matter of these and 
related bills. 

Without objection, we %vill place in the record following the Presi- 
dent's eoniniimication of May 7, tlie bills and administration reports 
pertainmg to the subject matter and such other relevant material as 
may be agreed ujKjn during our proceedings. 

A number of witnesses have asked to be heard and others have asked 
permission to file statement^?. Without objection, tliose statements filed 
prior to the close of business July 31, 1075, will be included in the 
record* 

I am very pleased to WT^eoinl^ our first witness this morning, the^dis-. 
taiguisln.;d Chief Benefits Director of the Veterans' Admhiistration^ 
Mr. Rwf us Wilson. 

Mr. Wilson, will you and your associates proceed to the witness table^ 
and if you will, please intr«>duce those who are aceoinpanying you this 
morning. 

STATEMENT OF RUFTTS H. WILSON, CHIEF BENEFITS DIRECTOR. 
VETERANS' ADMINISTRATION, ACCOMPANIED BY WILLIAM 0. 
MALONE, ACTING ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL; CLARENCE G. 
GREENLAND, piRECTOR, BUDGET STAFF; AND ANfDREW H. 
THORNTON, DIRECTOR, EDUCATION AND REHABILITATION 
SERVICE 

Mr. WrjtiSdN. Tliank you* Mr. Cliairman. On my right, IVfr. Cliair- 
nuin, is tlie Acting Assistant Gcnei'al Comisel, Mr. Williain 0. Malone. 
On my left is the Director of Education and Rehabilitation Service of 
tlm ¥i5terantiS Admuiistration, Mr. ^Andrew H. Thornton. 
- I urn alpo acconipanied by Mr. A» J. Boehieehio, Area Field Direc- 
tor; Miss Jitme Sctetefffer, Assistant Deputy Director for Policy and 
Projects, Educatiuu* and EehabUitatiou Service; Mr. Joim Tracers, 
Director, Veterans Assistance Service; and Mr. Clarence G» Green- 
land, Director, Budget Staff Director* 
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Mr* Chairaiaa, weoUie pleuj?ed tu have tlie opportmutj' to appear 
before you uiid to present the view^ of the Veterans' Adniinistratioji 
oil ILli. 8400, l»4tli Congress, a bill relating to GI bill edueatiou and 
loaii ^uumnty bcnetitb. 

ILii* N40t} has four basic purposes: It would (1) jamide45 months 
of gedueutiunal entitU-ment to uianj veteraiia trainhig under the GI 
bill; vS} termiiiate the GI*bill edueatiou prugrani for individuals en* 
terintr nuHtary service after August *6h 1975; Ci) terunnate the cur- 
rent predischarge education program (PKEP) ; and (4) cuutijiue the 
pri'seutlutui guaranty program. 

"Mr. Chiiirman, the loan guaranty asix'cts of this bill ^yill be the sub- 
^ject «>f our testimony bt»fore the Subcommittee' on Housing tomorrow • 
Therefure, l^^vill not gu hito this phase uf the bill at tlus time. 

Tiirning first to the question of additional entitlement, we would 
point out tliat thei^e has always been a statutory limit on the number of 
months uf entitlement available to veterans. 

Under the World War II GI bill program, a veteran who served on 
active duty for a period of iH) days or more, and who was diseluirged 
or released under conditions other than dishonorable, was granted 
entitlement to 1 year <»f educational benefits, plus the tune lie was in 
active u*rvice between 8epteniber Vj^ 1050, and July 25, 1947, A maxi* 
mum of 4 years of benefits was ivlso set. 

In enacting the Ivorean conflict GI bill program, the Congress 
. gra!ited ri/tenuis IV- months of benefits for eaeli nionth of active duty 
tervice, with a maximum of iJO months of entitlement. 

At the time the original law betting up the current program was 
enacted in ll^JG, the C^ongress provided 1 month of assistance for each 
tuonth of active dutv b^ervice for veterans servmg after Januarv »^1«. 
11*55. 

Again, a 36 month niaxhimm was voted. Entitlement was yubse- 
iiuently increased to the Korean-type measurement of 1^ v* for 1, but the 
^".tj-ujohth limit remained unclianged. 

Tiider current law\ a veteran avIio serves on contiuuous active duty 
for Is months or more receives ^^0 montlis of entitlement, an extra 
benefit not available to Korean veterans. 

A iici iod of *Uj jnonths provides buflicient tinie to complete vocational 
pro*.^rahis or a 4 year college prograrii, in most instances* To meet spe- 
cial nci^ds, pi ovi siojis ha\ e beeifc added to the law in recent years which 
have the eife^'t of piovidiiii^ certain educational benefits to veterans 
without chargt* to their entitlement. 

For LKuniple. vetenuis who do not have a high school diploma, or 
who raed refresher, or remedial, or dellciency e^nirses to qualify for 
eurolicmcnt in an appropriate educational institution, may receive 
mou*'tai\ kricfits wliile pursuing such courses— without charge to 
entitlement. 

In additiiou, where a veteran*s entitlement ruiis out while lie is 
enrolled in a program of education, he is pennitted to continue in 
that prMgram fi>r an additional limited period of tinie. 

In Public Law 1^^-508, the Congress added a provision permitting 
an eligible veteran who is entitled to 30 months of educational a^ iist- 
uiu e* but i.v!i*» has not attained hiy standard undergraduate college 
degice, up to t» additional nionths of benefits for tlie pursuit of such a 
degree program* 
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T1hi^\ in tlici^e sptvial ».4ivuijistuaees, veterans luaj eurreiith iv.vivf 
bL-neiks for mure than 3ii 3iioutlis* 

As a general lautttiv }iu%vtn t*r. it is our view tliat 36 ijiouthy of m- 
titleijieut fur vt'tenuiy is reat^uuable and equitable yhiee it ]>eriiiits the 
iudividual to attend 4 year=f of eollege, bas-ed on aetual henieyter attend- 
anee of about U ntonthe eueh, or to attend a i>rog^iam of edueatiun not 
l!>.adiii^ to a college detjree for "6 full year^. 

We believe thttt current law provides suflleient entitlenient for vet* 
erans who am serlouirf^ly eoiteerned with pursuing their prograniy of 
educHtioii or trainin*^* 

We therefore oppose the enaetineut of this section of H.R. SIOO. as 
well us propu-^aly made in ILli. iiOuO, ti4th Congress^, and otlier feimilar^ 
bills, eurrently pending before your committee. 

Mr. Cliairuian, I would now like to turn to those provisions of H.R. 
hImO whicli peitain to termijiation of ilie current Gl bill program. 

As vou tJie President pitiposed ternunating the eligibility 

l>i*riod forjfl bill education and training benetits in his statement of 
May 7^ 11*75, concerriiug termination of the Vietnanx era for certain 
wartime benefits. 

Such a iiiea^ure follows siniilar action in ending GI bill education 
progriims for World Waf II aud Korean conflict veterans* We believe 
it maket) an ei|Uital»le distinction between those ^vho ha\e been re- 
quired to j^erform military serviee and those wlio in the future choose 
to serve in the all vnUmteer Ai'med Forces. 

The edui-ational assistance programs for World War JIT and Korean 
conflict Veterans, as wull as tliose eligible under currentf^law, have all 
been readjtihtment |>r*>^rariiB ilr^sij^aed to help \eterans to adjust fronr 
uiilitary to civilian life by atfording them morictary aid to obtain an 
edueattunal status tliey niight normally have aspired to and obtained 
had they not seized tlieir cmmtiy in wartirue or national emergency* 

It was n»*t eoiiteruplated that educational assistance was to be a coiV 
tinuhig f^»*neiit. 

The W**rid War II veten*n was eligible onlv if he was on ticti%"e 
<^lnty by Jiil v i^n, mX. the omeial ending date for World War 11. He 
had. 4 year.i fn*tn the date of liis separation from the service in whicli 
U» r»4jimen< e liis program of education ^md was allowed a period of 
J* yearM f roni separation to use liin entit Jenieiit. 

A final teruiuuitioi) date of July 25, 1056 was set for the ruajority 
of W*»rld War 11 veterans. * , ^ 

KHit^ati vet*^raus had years following separation from service in 
vrl«j*'h tM CMhimt^/nee. mid H years from the date of such dischaige in 
winch to coioi^lete, tlieir programs of education. A flnal tennination 
nlah^ January ^1, iy*<5, way set beyorid v/hieh no benefits Vv^-re per- 
HHtfvd uiid^-r that ju'-ogram. 

i*uib!!r. I,a.w sti-:]r.,s;, the Veteiwis' Keadjustment Benefit^! Act of 
lUi4u e>^fal"4iyhed a jjrogx^am of educatioual as&itarjce for eligible vet- 
**rai)}M whn servi^d on active dutv with the iliiiied Forces after Janu- <. 

We k45eve that with the signing of the cease fir(? agreement and 
impdenientinif ovottH^ols of Januarv 27, 1973, whieh ended our involt^e- 
r«<etit in hnstilitiMS in Vietnam, it is appropriate to terDjinate the eur- 
rent e^lo» at tonal readju tmeiit |>rogram. 




I 'iitk't IX.IL 84Hij, any iiHlividual i uterhig uulkaiy hvin ioe on and 
after St^i^ember 1, 1075. v.Muld he. burned fiuia ac*;iuiiig any (entitle- 
UiHit ♦/diii *i;it ioual bi^neiUs under tlie G 1 bill* 

TliMSi^ iiidividuuls in unVttdty si*vvhx*. on Au*j^Ui:t 19T5, would be 
jH^nuitted toiiccrue aial titili^t* ^^utitlLMucnt tu c durational benetlts pro- 
Vidid und^r ^nirivnt law until August ^^5 1985, at uluth tinie thi^ 
piM^^^i uui would hv liiially »*nded. 

WiiWi si*nt your dMnnuittt^e our report dated July 15, 1075, on a 
r<*latt d bill, H,Tl. t^SUfr'., we eia losed a draft bill wliid/w4} reLoUiUiend 
hi\ *sh\ni favorjiible eo!i)yidt*ration by tiie couunittee your corn- 
ijiittee prhit number .'m). 

f Wliile yimdar to ILK. StOti, in ^vnue reipeL'ts, it oontains reeora-* 
niendatioii^^ by the partinent of Defence* eoncerninj*? the effeetive 
date «*f Ctl bdl elii^ibility teiiaination and entitlement of persons who 
e!iliyt under tla bepartiuentV delayed entry pi^j^rani (DEP). 

We liute b» eji informed by tlie Dejiartineut of Defensi* that a speeifle 
terminatiou date eould ereate mequities and violate implied conmiit- 
nieiit of tfl bill behelits to indui^luals %vho ha^e enliirted in the DEP. 

Til is is a prf^^js^rtua tinder \vhit*U individualy contraet to enter the 
nnHtarv a rvieey, are iuuuediately enlisted in a reserve iinit, and are 
re*juu\d tM t*:*> on aeth e duty within 0 months, 

Tln^ Oepartmt^ttt of L^efense reeonuiiended a new ternjiriation date 
*.ihieh w«4iKJ provide yuffieieut titae to alter extensive advertinin^*: and 
reeruitin*^: l*roi:raiiuy. I hey also ur^'ed that 01 bill benefit.s be available 
to th^ i^e indhiduals who enliyt uiider the 'delayed entry pro,Jxrani prior 
to the teriuirtation date, but do not gtj on aetive duty urttil after the 
trrurniatiMii date. 

The Veterans* A»hairat-itrati*"tr« hay no objeetion to the^e ?^Ui^irestiony 
and relU^* d tlR'in m our ub t state draft bilL AVe proposed that the 
teiinhKitioa ♦htte fur tlte iil bill pr^»L^ram be ^et as tlie fir^t day of the 
see«u«d eulendar month fullowin^x the date of ehaetment ; that 01 bill 
benetity be pr«nided or tliote individuals who enlitt in t>EP prior 
ti% the terniinatioii date, hut d*i not on aetit^^. duty until after sueh 
d'dt*\ an*l tliiit }"a\*teeriMn be provided for those individual who enlist 
in IiEP but whi> are diseharirv^Kl ur rvlea^yd fn^ni aetive dtity per* 
fornie^l put^yuatit to yui'^i an enliytnantt beeau'-e of a service-eonnected 
diy::dnUty. 

We further pr^ipM^ed to lo year^i from the tiryt day of the see^ 
*md eu1» a lar nt^nth fMlhiwiiitr the date of eUiiettaent m the Ihial date 
beyond whieh n*** ii^dividual may receive iil bill bejietity. 

Ad*^ption of tiiea- re«*»Uuuien«^latiMny v.otiUh we believe, give the De- 
partmerit «>f Dt*fenye aniple lead tinie whieh they need in eonneetion 
wiHi their erdiytment lao^raniy and alyo provide benefits for tho^e 
m ho Ciii£it up tmder fVEP. 

We uuderytand that, ay ««f tlie preytuit date, o\er t>».U0O raen an»l 
W4^men have enliyted in the delayed entry pro;iyrarii, have been yworn 
ill! to the lieyerve, arid have eonaaitted therayeUes io ^1 years total aiili* 
titry serviee, of whi"^h. at least years will be on artife duty, 

if the ill bill pro«>rani were to be terminated Septeraber 1, 1975, 
ay ru*ovideil in ll.XL 84*^^*, these }>eryotis would Viot be eli«xible* 

Many of these men and women have etiUsted in antiei|*ation of 
reeeivin^j; Gl bill benetits provided by * urrent law. If they are not af- 
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funM tlu^sc Iviirfitb, tln^ rvfr!i-¥ Ih-'ilirtiiirht will lulve vioktt^d tiieir 
H^lv^/rri.sv-d iM*A'ht5ve. uud, ut U^u.st it t'MtiM ^ir^,m'*U v.'ould he ubli- 

l^>/l'):.ii1tiii'iiU «'if l>i<^i^-hisi^ /iiirvr^vs urv ^told, iadkate. that if re- 
in niv^^-.i 'iv^r'iv ,ji?,'rii4Htt>,"4 thrj/«nil4 run us hh^h u^i [»i*r\>^ht tlw t^li- 

f*»r tt'nuiimtii'.^u «»f Uie iil bill i^dti*'Hti^*u |a-M^t;:raiH, but urgv jour ^xau- 
iiiiUMi* t*.* ^^lu" ffivorublt^ ^,^»*h>)iilmit iMft t*> tlit* i^n^iOi^ak in the yub- 
stifute-' draft bill uhirlj^ui^ huvr re^-Miuluended. 

T\h* tui!i1 |*rMV»siMn ^f HAL s4M*i u-hi^^i we would like to euiii- 
iueut t*-*diiy y tUv titH' tiniuiuatih,*^ the [*IvEI* prMi^ruui etfeetive upon 
eJiUrtlaerif uf tbr bHl, biit jUVivrviii*^ Lh^ lijL^ht uf UiOi^ie individuals 
purimiti^ir in^ni* prMH:rraluy on the dulv of euaetmeliit t^» eulitiliue 
tJlirMu.uh tlie «*ud thi* lU^^^Lfrairi in whi^h enrolb^d. 

riie PKEI* jU^^i^nila Avus i-tul»riHhed by Publie |,aw 9l-2U% eifee^ 
titv M'^i.relv pjTn, :and way desi^^neKl to Hsylst servieeriien tuid womeu 
tM prepare fur their future edu^'ution, tnuniujur ^r vueution by pr«n4d* 
mt* tlwui uifh the MpjJurtUidty t** enr*41 in and pursue a pro;L*:nuu of 
rxIneutiMri or tniiniu*^ priMr tM tlnnr ditehur*;:t' ii*nn uetive duty in the 
Artut'd Forr^'.su 

'The pro_<i^rain y rMurdinuted by the A%^tenins' Adniiniytrution and 
the 1 Vf-ntrtrur^nt *if I>Mfen.->\ 

'The r^epartsuent td' Defeni^e ^'urrvntly aequires Its persoimel needs 
tl8r«!tu^h an all-^^^unle'-u* f/nHshuent pro^rnuiL To atfrux^t ijualilied 
uu'U aial woniic^ra into thiti nulit^iry fom.% thw. luilitury t^eunit^vs v^^'o^- 
um* tit it tln^'V mmt pruviide rflVrtjive inducements, among %vhieli ed- 
((-atiiMiiiil opj>)i.*HUHUy is MUe tin' iunsi attruetivr. 

E\teiish-v (('du'>-atiional train'mt:: ju^«')»^:raias havf-* b^^r'n devv1op»^d by 
th»- T*r'f'tartnii'n4t firf*^!*'^^^ as a mraiusMf r»'eruitn^»i4t and retentiMU of 
Muiri*i(«'Ut, KiUiUiiird individuals. 

U ii Mur vnnv tlnit thf^u-r tta l^j^^^rr is a need f^r PRER The eduea- 
tift^nal f*ri*,*iranis de^^elMj-s^^Kl bv irltM. L-^'^partnient DefeUL-e, v.-hleh are 
ii!Uiilj,ble tM fho^.f*^ individuals u ho an- in t!i^^ tnibtary serviee, range 
fn.ii}iin Mirjaii^^ud f rahiiiuii- thnjU;-'!* ;L»:rad^^ate vrMih. 

"r'h(.'s*i iK^jnirfUftriflfr Mf O.^firu^^' ju"Mij::r!!nus rmw provide, th*^ Ui^atiS for 
«"l4utnin*«; hi,!i*:h •-■rhMfsl dipb-'Moa i<^MSup|(*"tiMji ai)td ►-►r n^Ui^^dial d^dt^^atiMU, 
a-- r«-(.jfjired. Fi"ir thr^:r rrrt-^xn:,^^, -iM." j'iiu-or aJUKiehn,!^ Mur draft bill to 
add that .„r ILK. s-|n«: ulm^'h UMuhl t^/nninati^ tl«M PKEP 

\\\ vvjsfii fi'.. r'lnirihu-i/e^ that •""hac'InarUt m| ^-^ur prf'^j|"<>">isuh a^i well tvS 
UAL v:>k;>uI4 hiave injM r^tlWf ^mt v-ur'ufiMHal reliabijlifat i<"tn pro^ 

;L"T;.'(Uii under v/liisrh t-rt*i';;tjiM vAm are Jisiiiblrkl br'^iJU;--"^ ^-'if a srrv|t(;r-e»"*n- 
f]i« f»"d di'-iaitl'i;ilif 5 ari*-' furni^h^d Vfi'-HratDMnriil r^4sabilitatiou. 

In siii!8n((ii:i[,rv, Xvt^^n'nU'^* Adniunisf rat iiMii fuiv^uv; ffcUi^nnaitiMU u{ 
tlur r'lurrei^t ill Kull «"durari«'iiu p^l'.'|;^^'r■■a)lH as j'tr^pusti^d ilt «*ur Nh'aft bill! 

\ Vh Ir M v^t ,1 r t « ■> rt n i ii ii i a h mi n * * f 1 1 P lils P i >* % ra n u t h 1 1 d* - i^^iin i i n *j:>i p mv i = 
^■iKoiiii |-iiMfffc'"'!; nil-: flmr' ri;i!:hit ^4' Hiidn. iduiinl'- "-iiniviitly tt^nrc«ned t*^ eMutinue 
tliiir-«r- i^i"n),«5:r::iims rhrc'tu^^h th^^ |»fri*»«l \n wWiirli tMir^dh^h 

\n4 VM>- rifr-' "'ij-)p»«>ed tu thr jf^trMW isicnu ^f th^^' UsHisUfe whieh vanUd 
r't..it..(lf 1tr» i;:'.M.flj|t|i.-'. uf ^"UrUh^torhit t^v-i^^i^raiis. 

Mr. t: 1iiairs«)iaii. thai ^-Minplrtes njy pnventatinrL My as^^oelates and I 
i^ill b^^ I'dinised ti>» respond to any queyHony you ni^ay hdve. 
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Mn WoLrr ((a('.tii«p:-rh;!isnui:urK T!K;niil; y*m v^'vy xmAi. It is aVu gMtud 

Mr. \Vii>«*%\ It ii--. ^:nM»i tu Ki'v ymi^ sir* 

\hm f"»f tirvl y^^ir. I-itliasytniiri«nirMsr MstiiUiiiti^'^ 

Mn Wn-s^r^i. S*u it !iMt, 'Tlmt iMtimut** wuh lip^i^n the. 

ei!ii>4U^>f»'^^i tliut wrr pmHrt^^'il, a^r^ I tvralK as of Si*i*ti^hiUn* I of lust 
►yvtH^ I fluink it v.-a^-i a \,"^ry l^nv (./Mdin^a^K^ U'^K-'uit^e wv lutvtL". had a ^reut 
tipsiirj^'. a'^i y*m la^nv, in ill htll t^inrMlhuent ainl wi* aiv pivdk^t* 
ti!!./iniii)*n> fur this iVilL 

riMVv »^iriti!t!Uttitii.u' tl^* !ii>it 'Vtv^ar k'M.yitM tu $^^'5*51 tiulllMU 

Mr W*4..i-K Mr. \\%Hm? 

Mr. W^iiJi-:. Mn Wil-uiu y«"n laay nmy nut lunav, Ohi^^ State 
I finnc.nvitf t i^i lM«'atK.^"l in tltv i^'mv^^n^'-'Auuiil 4istri"'t v*hu*h I iviH'XwUt* 
A-^i/it<')>h;-: i'4\\wv tl))ih,i:'s, h h\ th»* lur-e'^^f Hiiai^r-iUy hi thi"^ I'uitm States 
lu <iyiim riiiini|^ir-i tih\d Ims Mjiu' uf tlhn* lar^4ti^st f^^radumtiL' i^'^^^hooly in the 
I States,. , 

'Thv ((iut"'--t"i»-nu tliiiist 1 ahs f n'^«|tiv'Si1( 1y aAlienl in v.'hy d*i v.v alhnv au 
t->\tru "J iH^o^iiliiM tV^r niiui(Ii'r;^:ra((hi:!tt^.* sifiunli^titM to pinMu<»- th^.^ir itl r'du; 
ft*kit u- filial |')i""«.^^:raiii and sn^t fj:ru«lt]iat*'' sttsd^.'^iitM'^ 

Yam tn'fi^^rnvhl h.i that Mjj (M)f yntiir ti^"SitHiDMhy aiul iudi^-'at^'^'*! th^it- 

th*^^ V«*lf*Mt'ii!.rr-' AdtiuiisuMtrat }nvy^ t-dhvn tlir |-usiiti«»i( iiijixahiHt the/ grant = 
m'ji' «»f uu };ii4diti)«')iiia1 fn«niths tu jtun-n^^^ ACva>lij|jle (sh***:rerH. 

W«'i)1ii!n1 y«'nu r^\j-.ih« iih "vdiiat i:.- app;;i |'rsd ly an ii|(j'^)jnMiMtt'tiiry tM liiv^? Why 
s;li!«jn"iilnl ur* uIImw jiiDKnuf h)--! fur tljir nsiidK.*'r|^*'i'adiuat»/' i^itud^'int aial liut 
ullU^vi f7») )fitii<('iiiiUrM' tM If h»/' tt;:ra((|iii!a.ti''' •-^tiaKh^int ^ 

Mn AVn.siot^-. U««jjiitn*; iKu'li hit*^ tin' hfiHtury s^^f thi^ Iv>>rea!i tH l«ill 
ufid Intf*"-!"' *tt)iiu thf' VirtinjUiK K'^I'u ill I'diIL it ha^l l/K^K-ij (^•^Mij^liidN-'til }*y 
tl'iir (t-^ft'i'-iiiilit })ir;!ut))'>iii ui(n| thit-^ ('.'M^iM;'rl}^^■>Hl!olU::il l>iraiiin-liu th^it ii(P"'ti)ithy v.ay 

siUlliirHr'fljf , 

I.'i'-? ^^'i<'!;iit%, iiiM 1 r^riiilh ilii the ^'^"(*n^iii'h^rahMti of variMiis pro^raras by 
frhii'- i"*^*!!!!)))!*!!])!? ti'^M* and bv thi^ (^;-K)trr'i(''sj""'!Mifi)diiiiii^i^"; h^MiinuiltU''*'' theS^^uate yiJt% 
iilf ^viiHM nlK"(t)^"ri«ai)iii^'d that ihtt^* un^uflm ^mj^^tt tu b^^^ added to the theu 
I! t !) M If 1! 1 1 ii -J f M r (i J i p n^ii<:t'ad n a t *> ^ t n <i ly . 

Thii'-i 'Via'^! ((^sna<'"tt<^d bv th^i-^ 1 "f(4ii,«_^rtf>^-'-u i'':iid vna'-i liiMt aiji^^^tdiimiiHi^'tratSMSi 
l>)rt<*j.ii(.i-at "|1ltU!.M (cyri'tiDt fDr"M|M)i-al to iuiini-tf^H^i" tWw «)Hi("!^fhy t*^ 1^ SiaMSjfbty 
fut^ ji^^radiiviiti^^ v!ffiii;4\v i-; als.iu, ufc' ^^ii^itur-^^ nti mhump^^rufiVi'' iaiStiaUvrv 

t\.*in]tt(''^ f!^:inhi]LsL\ ^Ir. r'«)in*^'r>'^:--i!naffiu tlmt is b*i^>"::iMi-r* thitah tlw 
1»iiM9iiltltr^-. '^.iut||lir'|i.''!iih Wk' tlynnh tint'- jjiid^sj if !'< 'iliihni I ^i%4\\tlv.-'^ if*t vWiV.<^\ Va-nidd 

bi!' Isrl j'lfml tct) s'Miiiian-' peK^plii^ \mt hi tlw-r' «lav>i Mf !^«.':,4raiBiit aiud «*f tryaii.*j:'^ 
pfijll na iIb^ rt!'ii)iii:^! Mill "-((shiiri uf ,i?:(M)ii(-rruiaeii!fa1 {;''*|)*^''riidiitinv:M., vi-^ ju^-,t 

((1m I (td Alt till ii Hill . lit KU;ji ,t lift II H'lKv"' 11 II 'i'k'' frlUlKi IflK.JailK ii tl il tillill^.. I 



li f I*-! a -t 1 ft n«'l V II IJ D*( n'H^ Wit 1 1 D i Si | an iuii hi th if ))?»^. 
iiidd a/utaisiu, and r'lrjji^^/if u/i^^aiini<, flliit W"* |thiMl.v hiiM^jthy jm 
a *ifK^iarrMia ~i a<ft " '^"n'l hK^uulf k-4 fli\*^ ( '♦t^n/ifi 



Mr. Wi fr.ir. Wliiat vti*iif aiv-> s^aTiiffa.*!^;' tln.^n i^i ihr aduituiMt raH«.Oii |.^rMpo>vd 
tlu' K-^\t(.-^)av;i(nijii tm^nth"-^ b-r all K^((Jjfr>f/e ylud^i^i^t-i hi tlw Snvit iibt a?** 

Mr, Wit^iK'i:-- K^K, mh-: that th*t k'^on-n^i. Thi** bill tlr.:it i«-aM tijiially 
|-<iisvit'd In' tliiK* ( % 4 till If diid« hMttuHfs^r, r-^nnhufii tliie Tiifitiiitaf iufi r^^^itrjrt^i^i^ 
tlitf* addit i'ciSiiul K'tiitjf h,*tii:ii<''*it if«') iini!"h^r;-*'*^^i*J''*a^^^ vvork. ' 

I a^inl f-r't!!Jlll)lt&l(C'd ftilall HluM i'lill \\-\('-\ ^Ic'f^A't-'Kl Ujrtd tllKc'll pilj'-'^ilr'd «,i(^'Mf th<!" VH*'* 

btt thi»' t''((>n(iii-'^-r>, ^ ♦ 
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Mv* W%ut. (ntm the fuet that thwe has been uji e:;teiihiioii from iiO 
t*^ 45 laoatlis {^v iTidivkliUtb who utteiiJ us uratcn'gradiuites in tlie 4« 
year eolle^rcN duiil you think it is in*A<iiyiSti*iit not to allow the graduate 
ktuileut to have that pt iv 'i 

It is it fact* it is th^^ htv; t)uit tiudergj uduate btndejits have 45 Uionths 
durinti' Vvhieh time they ^*aii use tlmr i H edii"titioual benefits* 

Mi% 1 uouUl lia\ e to say. sn\ t)mt it eertainly apiiiears to be 

ineonsibieiit latt the a*iininl^ti^^ition^^ 

the adiiiiiusti atiou oppuseil the other liosirtort. It would be up to tlie 
C on^res3, 1 suppoie^ to dtterruiiie vvJtether or not they tliink it is 
ineoiBistent* 

Mr* WvLtii. Do yon luiow If ever dttrhiir the deliberations of the eon- 
ferenee> eoiaiiiittee a ehan^*:e was niade In the eontrre^i^ionul cornniittee, 
of wliieh 1 wubi a roeniber^tu ex^iude ^railuate btudents^ 

po you know if a eo^t estiruate way ever irtadi\us to how niuch we 
iviiiflit ha ve been t ulkiri^r about in edueutionul bejit tits i 

Mw Wjuson* 1 miuht ask one of niy as-oeiates, Mi\ Greenland ? 

Mn i tREi ANO* We may have, but I do not tliink we tlid* ^ . 

Wxm:. 1 am thinkinjir: in terms of the medjeal student^ tlje pro*' 
fe-sional stttdent. the dentiet, tlie stiulent who is in optoiiietry, profea- 
siouat seh*>jls, realty, who have to take more tlian the 4o nionths or 'AG 
niMtitlis* to *i:et their degree* 1 know a lut of instances like that* 

I think there might be somewltere in the neiirhborhood of l^CH) 
^fradniito studc^nts who eoukl cjnalify for a few a»lditiunal months of 
(II edueationtil be nefits tight now, whieh is a rather substantial num- 
ber. I ♦^anrtot thitik of any otlier cjuestions riuht now* 

Mr* WoLFr*. Mr* Wilson, euuhl you tell lis, do you^have any idea what 
tlie *^utwnt unemfdoyit (»rit rate is m this e^nuitry today i 

Wilson. It varies, as you know, Mr. Wolff, in various parts of 
the eountry. 

Mr. WotFi'. T beliefs just to refresh your Uiemory^^it is somewhere 
aliMut U n percent* 
Mr* WTt^soN* Yes., sir* 

Mr. WMfji\ Can vou tell us what tlie rate of miemployment is for 
Vietnam veterans^ Do you have that figured 

Mr* Wiusmk. We hiive it, sii, mid I ean supply it for the reeord* 
r da nut re^^aU It at the nionu >nt, but it is hi|^lier than tlie noirnal* 

Mr*. Wmii i\ As I tmderstand it, it is someAvhere arouJid 'JO ]>ereent 

dMulile what the norjual rate of uneniidoyuient is iii, the eonntiy ? 

Mr. WttsuN, I tliinl: that is o| the \>?teran who is W to 24 years old, 
Mr^ Clmhrimi. 

Mt\ Wmu 1. ni^ht. but let us also nietition the miuority veterans 
of Vs^ tisatii. I undei^ttarid the unemidoyruent figure for these^ vet- 
erari- i;- evx^n ^freater, and it is aliout double what the aiorrnal figure 
h im* luuiiemi^hiyruent for Vietnam veterans? * 

Mr. Wtr.so?w. I do tiot reeall the exact iiafire, sir. 

Ml*. WoLi p. 1 wonder if you eould furnisjh that for the reeord? 

Mi\ WnsuK. Yes* sir* 

I The fjiaterial referred to follows:] 

> As of *ttiiie 10T!5, uiiemr*l^^>Jri*^nt fate Caget 2(^31 * for t 

■ Vtetiiaia Kra %'eteratir^ Is O.T<:^i ((:^eai:;ona1ty a4Ju:>st^^tV). 
■ ■> Mliir»rity Wneraus Is Vo.Mo (thA seasoualty ua juoteiti .> 
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Uir> «.)f tiiiploviuHit ttrMiti^ 1 mail it, the vettmui:^ eiiipluyuieiit 
bin uuy wtMi 4 bv tlip^ l^vsitkuU and 1 lUideistuiid the aJuJUiiytratioii 
Jwi^-liit tulwt^^tht^ i^Hj^itiMii that aintliiiig that pi'uviJt'y euipluvmeat is 
b-ii.«"rMiij4ai;x t^> eit**ppin*^' thv iiiHatiutiury ypintl tliut we hti^e. ' 

T!iit'retVtx% t liL-^_ aduiiiaytratiou euiiteiidy that, we sliotiki aut. be spend- 
In^ rhe luyoMy* llie iiupurtuut. eleiueut, however, is tliut busieally, what 
wa.; tlie mv^mi f jv the GI bill iu tlie tiist plaee^ far as eduottioiial 
bknetits wrtY^ *^Mji">jeVhed i j 

Mr* Wu>m:^. Tlie uri^inal reai-ou, Mr. (?hairiiiai4, as 1 retail it, 
tM u. tHUU uii *n>p»>rtunity to obtain that edui^atiuu, that he w^ould 
lutve i^tirstied^ had ne Uot. gone into Uislitary fc;erviee. 

Mr. WoLi i . And al M to prepare him k^tter for the job market that 
r?,,LM]f«^4 hi tln^ i^rotVyyiMjiijiil area of euiapeteiiee that prevailed at the 
thm* he ija^udved m military terviee and tlieiefore denied aetVbS 
t«j jMb «y| »p«.atiuidt les und advancement. 

^Ir. U'lLMHi^.. 1 ^^uuld tliink thut w-ould be hihereiit lu it, sir. 

Mr. W*)iLii'-i'^, Ar"^ \uu aware of tlie edueational re^uirenients for jobs 
that-i:«n* ris-K|«urH"'d t^day hi^ thy ^*:eneral Job marked th^ faet that today 
kn tiH4«^r;i:'XvftdiiiHr*^ de;i;:r>'e in many eases.vinsujheieiit for an ijidivid- 
ual obtain a |ob ^ ^ 

1 belirvr^ tkut thr obi*;t<^tion yoii liavt* to the qiieytion of permitting*: 
fhis 4r» 1 1.0)1' "'^>utli-i «>>i I'^j^titlrment to be available to ^^radiiate student vet- 
entii--; M di-vTiiUiimatoiy a!i!:ain.st tlie v»4eran, a,gaiii^-it Monieone -who has 
I'-iut in tum^ til thi'^ nalitary servie^^, whi«-h hus^put liim at a disadvan- 
ta0' ^i^ iith tho.-e '^"Aw^ Ua.e n«4 t:erved in the miUtary beeau.^.e they had 
tlljr) M|'ipMrft!)iiity to gc* to yehool and aequire the skills nt^eded in today *3 
j^b taar!iet* 

1 -vwfint Ivt vmu ktu*w that I put in a l^ill last year, H.Ii. 7':5Ci5, v/hieh 
vunis tliii^'^ liV't Inll ,i»rantni^*: 4i> months of entitlement to ^tsmbiate stii- 
i'lrmf ;!(iM Well as nnder;.<rad— I am really apjialled at the faet that 
the^ adnniiiiiistratiivni w^uld not peiiiiit tl^ese youn^' men to ji^;o on to L^md- 
iinUr -;r}iu<>i((-)l t«> pjvjoaii'- then* t*etti.n,^ for the marliet that vkvAs today, 
vi^.m thv r\Vnn jriarla'/t that ^^iists t*"*day* 

ninr- tuif th"'' I'lasie i:tspe'rt:-i td^ this jirop»>sa1 is the returii to govern- 
turut h>)f upw. ('|iijaniii«^4 peoide; the ta>; dollars aerrtuti,t^ to tlie ^.^ov- 
••■'riunp-'Jit as a result of tine ^vxpi^'uditures that have been ^;onveyed f^»r 
edmr-a(f f;.u* *>»nHvH;:^^h tlbie isivestnu'^ist. that v;e w^ould malie in provid- 
iniiO;:'*>4!i(''atiMi«al M]^poHninity for the veteran. 

"ritu.-^rr'forv, I wnld :-ay, 1 strMSi*.dy favor the idea that is in the 
•'-""•mstiiiitto.-'e Itiil <'*f perniittin^^ these men to euntiniie their edneation so 
tlhiat t)))iey eati b^e^f^me ihereased taKpayers to tins Nation, and take a 
l-)(rt!t^»r f<vf4nM{i4 s"»;H'iety. 

I vvo>)iild as^. \von_^ tM reeonsid^^r also the idea of dismminiid'jng 
a,timin-l a. I'^R-^rfain setiiaent of veterans who have liad the oppoii unity 
uf f£«-nuiif/ tM s^4liiM*.d for only 1 year or 2; I am opposed, again, jto the 
adusinh.i!stratt*-^n pMsiiriuu ofdiniitisn^t their edueat'ioii to 30 niontha in- 
stm 4 f " f t he 4 hu mih.^\. 

Mr\ Wit;;;»-'iN. WilhofU lieinjt^ argiumenfative about it, Mr. Chairnian,* 
1 \%um t(<MV«'air'that tlie ill bills lit their eiitiretv. the World War II 
Inlh fluA-^ K«*rean bill and tht?eurrent bill Ymv all been ^^alled veterans 
a--4:4ai«<'^K pjv;j^t.f ranis. Tiiet we.re never intended] tol«e ftdl educational 

s«"1))*)i|;;(irshij"j»/;ef ^ M>"S 



iney were never intended tol«e ftdl 
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Ml*. Wolff. Mavbe we have* Ixad a detieienoy and iiirtybe we owe a 
Httlo hit jiiovt* to tlte vetoniu wbo has served and made a eoiaiintiueiit 
than we Jiave gu eu in the past^ This goveriniieiit has not i^iveu the 
full eoiiiiuithieiit to tlie a eteruns; it has not givejtitlie full eonnliitivient 
to the iiian wlto went to Vietiiam hi the first plaee. 

This h one of luy objeetious to the V' ietnara war in tlie flr^t place* 
Thiy (aivernuient never made, the full e ornm iiment to those mtn wjio 
were asked to niake the full eommitinelit themselves* I thin|rthere 
shiddd be a ehange in poliej by both the adjuinistration and! by the 
(tin erruuent in "general ijx their attitude toward the veteran. > 

Perluijxs it w as Viot necessary in the past to provide the sjune degree 
or aj>pli*'atiou that is lieeessary to provide today, We are in different 
eireinnstanees than existed after the Korean waV or after World War 
IL ♦ ir e\ en after "iVorld Wiiv 1. 

We are in eireinnstanees where we— T do mi know what you want 
to call it— a depres-^iun. reeessiun— we have inflation, we have unein- 
plovruent* we have a eoiubinatiou of eireumstanees thtit faee thi se rrien^ 
and it is the respunsibility of this t ioveritmeiit to see to it that thev are 
taken eai e of to tlit^titmost of our ability. 

Mr. WvHa? _ " 

Mr. W> t.tt:, Mr. rhairiivaii. I w^ottld Uke amend your statement just 
a little bit. I think I heard y*»u say that you iutro^lueed the first bill to 
arueud tlie lavv* so that ^radtiate students would be entitled for 45 
usonths^ I 

Mr. Wr^LiF. Yon did? 

■Vlr. WTfiE. Yes. My bill is H. IL 2000. 

Mn W*ji|ri . I yield to the irer^tleruan not tn *^'et in a eMntrovej:sy 
with you e!keept, 1 will resiiij^d liim of the faet that I did pttt it in 
durin*,? fhe lai^t ee^'si*j)U. 

Mr. Wvof]. 1 did not iuean t*>be presuruptnoiis Mr. Cliairman. This 
way w>/ ii*im b*^»th ,»:^ef iu mt it. -Sh*^it:ly after Ohio State wn^nt into ses- 
sion bark in J'unuiHt^y. it. v.^tis called t*> toy attention tbui' there ^vere a 
^jiniiib'n"- **f fsmdrntti*. stuf1e!*ts who would not be able to resmue the 
Ql !,>»n! (i*t(hti^*atb'irjal l^eiietits, whereas their under^ifraduate counterparts 
eutdd jLtet un a^hlitiornd rmmth^. 

« 1 raiue Hrer tuid saw the eliairniari and Mn Hamiiier-vbrnidt about 
it •J.ml the tlmn* *>f m a.t:iv*ed \mt m the bill whieh h l-LR. iiMi You 
havM ypokeii tit U lt uf mnm^ Mx\ WoltT. 

Mv «jne'4iM»i really i:.^ this.-Y-^m-a.r-i-Mn favMr *>f the bill befoj^e us l*v 
%\r^ "tWiljm* t'itid sMV>*ra1 Mther-i v/ho eoyjion-^ored tt. thsit wr^nld tersoi- 
tmtk^ tlie i tl esisi**atiMnal U^tjefits riro^ram as of, 1 thiuk% Sej-iteiul^er l 
Nf #'^it:-rw.v*!;m I'lo v*u! favm* that 1411 ? 

^fr.. Wrn:-»»:?^% No, sh\ We have ehauj^ei^l oi.ir i*ositt**n a^^i'oriiii^odate 
fjii>- Depat'iment of Di'/fi^ii'^** r'"*e«"i!"atHeiHlatiort't1iat it be the tir^it *lay of 
1 1 if*> se^^i nv\ 'al er« *"1,ar n wmt h f^Ah *wiu^*j- (i-ia * -t ri leut . ^ h\r d m ft bt 1 1 that 
W!?>M s;ent cm^v und fhi* bill that was introduced did have the Septeruber 
1 i'^tite«"*ji it MM ! ren"jeiob*"*r. 

lbnv»n>.*r/be^\QU.->.' t'H'lD has rerrnited a ei*rtain nuniber of people 
i*-.ifM a sriM*-if^l |^r»e.frio""i lilii^tv^ they do not re^dlv e?«ter into aettve dttty 
far- f-rinH'thin*'^ xv* t»i n'jotifhs arid, beeanse tlsMV have had eertain re- 
eFuitioent mid f'dvf^rtmnts. t>ro»mnriS. v.lnere thev^ hMrt-* toade inn>l5ed 
e*-*an"ii5tri[)ienfM that people would be entitled to the tl-l bilk we have tried 



to iiieot*|ibr4tt* tLeir viewy and om* views togethex* and so it would be the 
that day of the £t:etnid ealejidar tiiuiith Mluwhig enaetmeiit 

Sh\ \Whm You favor the toiuiisiatioa of tlie progrmu? 

Mr* Wiitso?«* Ye3, Qh\ 

Mi\ WXLm That u as my mcdu question* Have yuu luade any pro* 
{eetion aSrto the eoit sitvinifd^ if 1 niay use tltat phrase, wlueh would 
t'i? r»!slketLLfollov;ing the tenninariou* of the Cfl educational benefits 

Mr. WtLsM%% Yes* sir. The tU'rit yeat% tliere would be only a Hniited 
jiinuber of ci^vings. $l*j*3 inilKon is onv prediction* During? the trcmsi- 
tioii period of the m iiionth^, thttt would start the nest fiscal year, next 
sunuuer*. there v; ould be a saviu*^s of $S*B jinlHon* 

In Ikcal year it v.ouhl be Sill riiilliorA, $252 million the next 
yean $442 raillion tJie nest year, 1 nnllion and a 5-year savings of 

_ Mi\ WvLia SLt'i^iO nnllion. OK. What Is wriiiig— you are talldng 
al?*>ut t^^ttin/ij muriey mid the of adiuiniyteriiii*: tlie veteran3 pro- 
/ifrtirn. What \*>^>nld' vvrom^ with cMtn-^eitiiii^ snfae of that t:aviugs to 
pat^ for tl*is *j-rpMutli e\ten9i**n for lite graduate yt udents? 
Mr* Wif.sMN* 1 would jittit-have to 

Mi\ Wri n:. !1r re v^ould he a net taviB^-:, that \s what I am trying 
to Hiy. If^thi^ tv;v«i KiIIm wt>t"e pasi^'ed, there w^uuld be a ni't sa^nngs of 
'r^tJ-l h\Wp~m. acconlin^jf^o yonr Ji^i^urey. . 

Mr* WtLsMifj. I f the t tl bill wi re terminated Mver 5 year there would 
bs^. a yaviii,!* of f^br^cH^ tuillirmu If f!ie 45-morith extension takes piluce 
thirMU;:*h (';*^;^'ii.*jt!>-^:-":i;!^^tral euacfiiiieHt, there would, be an expenditure of 

If ymi ^Vi^yi^»ntmm' thr^f* thi'^re v/ouh'l he a H'avluijf of $14T million and 
the- t'u't t4b^'«'^fr of the ♦"^utire prMj-^o^utl that w^e favor would be a net 
i^ai^'iiiiij;^'' «":*f ^'y*T^"^ s<i(iilli*"^i"L Of f'^Minve, we Jo not favor the eomraittee ex- 
teinisiMti of '^i*] tM 4"* iiiioiitiiM. but if that %'muhl liappeji in the Congres:^' 
wi^^^^xin, tlnHi the tivt ^4lii*H *""*f the ^'Utlre^ll over S years v.-ould be 
H;!!.^^"5nf*^ wer yearn Mf !dm«>jt Si billioii* 
Wf'^tjJ-'r* l?5ri'Hi!Le ta^h 

Mr. Wvn?:. I tu^;l v^at^t to f*"*1hnv up. Tie i-ai*! the t^tal eo.^3t of es- 
(i-n'-uiou nf the 0 ruMath:^"; wf^nhl be uhmt Sf)0O idillion but in your--— 

Mt\ Wit.yn%\ T'lntf Im ii* H year-'* iMt\ 

Mn WvfJi:;* But Jii v^nr re]'>tort it* which y*>u eay that you are op- 
posed tc^pai^-^a^^e of i\.lL i^^M, you said that it m estunatcd that if 
flJL &ml h enacted, it xwmh] ^'^wi ay followti an d^ you wrote, fiscal 
Ir^-year perir^d vj-ould be f200 tnillion whieh is eomMerably diiferent 
tlm} a J^V;t>i(* tiHilHon fp^^nvv you just ^^ave ns. 

Mr. WitiVM^^ Flef-n-e you eanie in* T v/as aylie^i a question similar to 
this and 1 s'tate^l that th'e estinnte with res|)ect to I-Hi. 2000 was based 
npmi the then |.4itHl)ietiou of the tiut^iber nf^trairrees tliat would be 
tal-rinfj: udt-iujta^tre r^f this bill a:- of, atid l^thisik the ba^e figure w-as, 
^^er'tteriih^"'i* 1 of hn-i year* 

r ab:«> state^l tliat ettitniate ,w^v-:; lio longer v^alid* that it appeai*s to bo 
a..,^*ros;.\ ttr«d%esttnfafe tttid tlie l\vrt years costfi^that we now predict 
tvould bei?^5^^i million a^ ojipo^ed to t]w $tO million in that report and 
tine totab CO ;t im*r the 5 \ eat>i would be million m opposed to 
.what we then reported of $2W.7 niilHon. 

KM 1 
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^ 1 liave t\> sav to yuo. Mr. Coiigrt!S:jiiiaii ; it \vuy, in uur opiiiiuu, a gtoss 
imdeivbtijaate. 

Mn Wyli!-]. Did yxm v:ant to ^jay sohit-fliiii^^? 

Mr. Wolff. Too have alvt-ady elicited tlie aiiswev. 

Mr. WvoF. Ail vi0it. AVIiatly tlte ditfereiice in the estimated %ure 
^■^ liicii'Vou put hi tlte repMtt. arid the eytiniate 'dt\ to total eost'< Do you 
tliiiiik raore Mtudetitg %vould be ji^oing to *Ltraduate sehixil to take ad- 
taiiitaj^e of the pto*j:ra.m? 

Mr* WiLi:^^*N. Yes, sir. Tltat is bayie. We thudv there would be niujiy 
more ytydejits takiti*.^ advunta^^e of the program than v;e previously 
predieted. Thiy coiyo^-i about for tv.o reasons. It woidd beeonie more 
well knoun tliat tlie benefit is available and in addition to that, there 
are wore people takiut^ traiiun^*; than we preinoutily predseted. 

W* ' j ^ n ^d u*t e J I nan y o f 1 1 lo; e Vv 11 1 ry i it i nue \n i i n t o ^ raduat e study, 
if tlm b)i11 v.ere paK-"(v-^h We are now ei^tiraatin**; that during the llrBt 
year m lOTO, tliut. 2it'^K7i4 veteraiss v/ould take advaiiitap:e of the grad- 
uate yfndy beJiiefU if it v,vre pa-^'-'ed into law. 

M'r% WrrUA WoulA not that be guodi^I tliinl; that would be good. 
It would be eheapent' tKutu having tlseia dntv.^ uneinploynient eonipcn- 
watioiL 

Mr. Wsf^'MT^* J v;)iH tell Mr. U*=mdebiiyj that ftju expre;^ed that 
thougfit. 

Mr* Wh'ilff. Yotii ean nUt* tell hha that 1 rure b^^eaub^:;* it ^'eeniy tome 
that tliie. pi'".')';)i!ti«'iin Mf the is to h^^nv f»_nv veteraiis we ean get to 
tukv«"' advu!iita,/':>*. i<')f the |>rMgrani ratSjer tlnm t*.* y":e^^ hov.^ riiany we edn 
get tM tula-' ad ajutage of tlie |>rogratBU 

Mr. Wstj^">''*'^r. T v/onhl have to rey[^oiid to i^hat by MsniJig. ay you well 
liji^^w. \%(:* IsavM inuAtvery, very e:v;t^.sii,ij[re elforly for quite a period 
of tiiti(j* tM get vefv'ran'-i tt\^>-4nie anto th^^ til bill prognun. 

Mr. UV44"'5^ Maybi^^ t/e r>»r**gra3ii. Mr. Wslyono iy biuc-^h that peoi:*le 
ranhiMf iiiUFord tM IhJL Mayl^e \sr' hure tu do wtiat wuM provided in 
prewiMiUM lH^iylutft*^,^n : iimaybe ^'i'l'^ Imv^^ t*)) pr^nvide tiiition yuppleuients; 
nuavbe wm hiivr* tt^j j[»rMvide Mtliu'-i' l'.'rrietSiM tu t!iv':,^"e |>s'Op!e t'e* that tliey 
eaiii ^>^^rti(>■''iir'alfH^ 

< n)ii!> of tliir I'tiig r'r«"bh^i(HM tWmt -i'^e havK^" v^-'tth v^^tMnujjM ly the^ fa'-'^t 
that tlpiy i''ati.i))))f")f affMrd Im p^irti"-ipaft!'' hii ni^tur ^-dint^'utioual I'tfogram and 
thut ii.'-i a tragi* -'4 V. 

i t v.. W i f N>« •! . I t -^d t M m \\ . M r... t i; ui jo h ti^ m ^^y | >ei. ''if t ^ ^ that, t hf*re 
un* tini((»rr-^ |iieN|tlio* ml the ps>'!.':5ii""a!fH thasi iritliirT tip-* (i':*ie((.i]i|ive ^^r tt'^.)ngrey- 
Miid'^nal l'>ritiiJji''h 1-4'* <^4icnii'-'riiii!iii)eiii)t pirf'-'dii'-tc^d. Tl«f<''rt'" ufr' tunuv j'leople going 
t«* yi''li)ft««| iiiindt'"r th\*' Vwtmit&^ biill thasi uuiiv h»isu% I thhui., w^asld have 
|'4>-diii<-ted a y\':.ir agc'D.. 

Mn W(>"'tFt Ti\ I tltihik til) at isigMfitdo T tlninls wtc oiUt^lKit to gf.-i more peo* 
pie oiii) th*^' |))rM;:^;niijif8,. gnir' v^iu atni^ar'e WMfk to kIm an«i h^'v'\^ the peo|de olT 
t!).ie unh^'!r)j|'4MV)/ii)ieht liijiiiey asud ytt-v tliat we do'ht»t l))ave i.^'iigug*' ill tlne'-'e 
nuayyaive u-Klfas>^ I'irMj-Mraini'.-i t*.1).ur^h un'' killiirtg ^mr «''*«tujtrv* 

Mn, Wvlie'^^ ^ ■ " ' 

Mr. Wvr4F. Thutil^ y^^nt. 

Mr. \V<(')ij.i-', I frkuiriik. tx^ti!. T1'it*'''re iy jnyt ^'iSh" tniore pMittit. Tdni n^'«^om^ 
lu^eisd Augfr^t i'UL ft^i tlue Ihaal terioi^iuf iorn date. How d^e:^ thin 

eoiBiif^an' wifflj) the KMi>\an nml Wf<*t1d WurJI tertflijStiatfMti dat*''.y? 

Mr. Wif.>'.* 'i^^j. 1 tliirJ; !')ae!;; hi my ytat^'raf^itut I r«iiade refe'rene^e t«» tliat 
}mt Mr. ThortiitMh. 1 tiuisik., wull respMi^d tlnat.. 
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Mr. THOiiNTOi>r. The general date for World War II was 9 years 
♦ after termination of t he war and for the Korean bilU the final date was 
10 years after termination of the conflict, or J anuary 31, 1965. 
Mr. Wolff. Thantk you very much. 
Mr. Wilson. So roughly, it is edmparable. 

Mr. Wolff. Thank you* §;ent lemen. Mr. Wilson, I must say that oyer 
the years w^e liavc dealt with you, you have done itii outstanding job 
and l eoniplinient you on your work, not only witli the administration 
questions that I put td j'o^ based upon your oAvn particular participapx, 
tion but some of the thinking that has gone into the program. [ 

I think we have to be a little bit more compassionate when it cbmei^ 
to these yoitfig veterans. They really need help today. I haA^e a steady 
stream of them coming into my ofiice on a daily basis. 

These kids need all of the'help tliey can get. The ydimg Vietnam 
veterans have massive problems. I have one in niy own family. I know 
you have addressed yourself personally to their problems, and I Imow 
the same situation is apparent to otiiers. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Wilson. I would just say, Mr. Chairman, that we worked to- 
gether on a lot of projects and I do nut take any of yoitr questions to 
be pei-sonal at all. I apreeiate the opportunity to be before the com- 
mittee. Thank vou. 

Mr. Wolff. Thank you. The next witness is Mr. Donald H. Schwab, 
acting director, national legislative service. Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the United States. 

Mr. Schwab, in the pressure of time, if we could ask you to sum- 
marize your statement, witl-iout objection, the full statement will be 
included in the record. Please undei^tand we are operating imder great 
time pressures toclay. We want to hear all of the reactions you have but 
as w-ell, we would like to act with great speed so tliat we can put be- 
hind us not onlv the testimoni- btit see if we cannpt act on the bill, 

STATEMENT OF DONALD H. SCfiWAB, ACTING DIRECTOR, NATIONAL 
LEGISLATIVE SERVICE, VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mr. ScHw-AB. M\\ Chairman. meml>ers of the conmiittee, the legis- 
lation imder consideration today v.ould terminate educational bene- 
fits under the GI bill as of either July 1, 11)75 or September 1, 1975. 

The position of tlie Veterans of Foreign Wars in this regard is 
fomid in the news releast* of our conunanderSai chief, Jolm J. Stang, 
of May 7, 1075, captioned '^End of Vietnam Era; Contiiiue GI Bill.'' 

The pert incnt portion thereof reads as follows : 

* The VFVV gives support to continue the education assistance^ under the 01 
bin as a valuable inducement to ifiaintain our manpower net^ds in the Armed 
Forces. We do beneve tMt the cost the GI bill should be charged to the Depart- 
ment of Defense as part of the cost of our national security'. 

Accordhig to r?ceiit figures i'eleased by the Department of Defense^ 
all ser\dces are presently adeqiiately meeting enlistment quotas for an 
all x'olimteer force. However, and quite pertinent to the issue, a survey 
conducted by the Army Testing Service last September revealed one of 
, every four individuals' tested indicated that he wou\d not have enlisted 
had It not been for the availal^ility of GI educational benefits. . 





When tliose sc^rvicorueii were asked to list their tlu-t?e most impoilant 
reasons for joiiiing the service, SO perceixt Jisted postser vice educa- 
tional benefits* \. 

Also the Departiiient of B^^iise in nationul advertising has used the 
GI bill as a recruitiu*? tool ai^Skis recently as July 22, 1^75, stated edu* 
cationaJ beneiits are import ajtt tq recruiting but a very expensive 
incentive. 

It would appear from the foregoing that the Departuient of Defense 
likes to dance so long as someone else pays tlie fiddler. We aU know you 
get.4\'hat y oil pay for— if you are botirprudent and lucky. 

It it takes the GI bill to attract *the caliber of personnel heeded for 
a strong national defense, and we believe it does, then tlie Department 
of Defense ou^ht to pick up the bill and educate the public us to the 
real cost of national defense. 

After all, DOD would have these personnel for at least 4; yeai-s and 
that is twice as long as the draftees the Vetenins' Administration paid 
full benetits— a real bargain on today's market. 

For t'he reasons staged, the Veterans''of Foreign Wars believes the 
GI bill sliould be continued with present benetlts. To charge the De- 
partment of Defense budget lienceforth, rather than that of the 
Veteraixs'* Adniinist ration. Thank you. 

[Mr, Schwab's statement follows:] 

STJ^TKMUcrT or DoifALD H. Schwab, Aeimo BiBtcroB, National Leoislatite 

SEEVUtI,, VETfiKANy OF FOBEXGC^ WaI^S OJb" idi; LTNXTE1> STATE« * 

Mr. Chaimim and members of tlie eoimuittee: Tliauk you for the privUege uf 
presenting to this distin^slied Committee tlie viewy ijf tlte Vetera iii:? of Fureijrii* 
Wars of tLe United States regarding i,»endiug legislation to estubUi^iU a eut-oflr 
date for veterans educational, assistance based upon termination uf tlie Vietnam 
Era. 

My name Is Donald H. Scbwab and my title is Acting Director of tbe National 
Legislative Service of the Veterans of tVtreign Wars of the United States. 

H.R. 6806, introduced by the distinguii^hed Chairman of the full Committee, the 
Honorable Ray Roberts, and eosi>onsored by 1^3 of tJie other 27 memberei of tht* 
Committee : H.R. 7Ti!(J, also introduced by Mr. Roberts and eosjxjusoreilNUj- the 
Ranking Minority Member of the full Committee, the Houurable John Paul 
Haniijiersrhmidt: and H.R. S40ti* introduced by the Ranking Member uf tbe full 
Committee, the Honurable Olin 13. Teugue; all i>roi*Mse termihatioa of eUgibiUty 
for educational benelits under the GI BilK as uf either July 1, 1075 or Sept em > 
ber 1. 11175. 

Thfe position of the V^oterans of Foreign Wars in this regard is found in the 
News Relea^ie of our Commander-in-Chief* John J. Stang» of May 7. 1075, cap* 
tluned **Etid of Vietnam Era ; Continue GI Bilk" The pertinent pur Hon thereof 
reads as follows : 

» » the V.F.VV. gives supi>ort to continue the educationtd assistanoe under 
the GI Bill as a valuable inducement to maintain our manpower needs in the 
Armed Forces. We do believe that the cost of the OX Bill should be charged tu 
the Department \if Defense as, part of tiie cost of uur national j^ecurity/* 

According to recent figures released by the Department of Defense* all services 
are presently adeiiuately meeting enlistment cjuotas fot an all volunteer force. 
However, and quite i^ertinent to the issue, a survey eoadueted by the Army Test- 
ing Service last September revealed one uf every four individuals! tested indi- 
cated he would aiot have enlisted had it not been for the availability^ of GI 
educational benefits* When these servicemen w^ere asked to list their thr^e most 
important reasons, for Juinlng the service, 50 percent listed pust-feservice educa- 
tional benefits. Also* the Department of Defense in national advertising has used 
the GI BiU as a recruiting tc»ol and as recently as July 22. 1075 stated educational 
benefits are importatit to recruitiug but a very exiKinsive incentive. 

It would appear from the foregoing tbat the Department of Deiense likeS to 
dance so loug as someone el^e i»uys the tiddler. Wu all know you get what you pay 
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foif-^i£ you are both |*ruai'Ut uud Jlueliy. If it takes the GI Bill to attract the 
* * eallber of ;»ersomiel liet^ded for a strong natiouul dufeiise, and we believe it doe^r 
then the Bejiartiueut uf BeftU^^e uught to piclc up the bill and educate the public 
ai* to the real cost of uatiuual defease* After all, DOl) would have these i>er8oaael 
for at least foar years aud that is twice as long as the draftees the Teteraus 
AdmMstratiou paid full bkiielits— a real bargain on tuday^s market. 

Now, whetlter tht* muuey cunic^s the VA budget in wartime or the DOD 

bud;,'eii iu peacetime or detente iJfctlei's little for, in the final analysis, it all 
comes out of the natir'Hal budget. Moreover, it has been pruven for every dollar 
sjHfUt on the GI Bill at least thrct^ dollars have returned tu the Guvermnent in 
the form of higher taxes paid by those with higher education and, it follows, 
higher incomes. 

Kur the reasons stated, the Veterans of Foreij^n Wars believes the GI Bill 
should, be continued with pre^^eHt beuehts* but charged tu the Department of 
Defense budg»-t heiiCeforth rather than that uf the Veterans Administratioa, 

Thank yeu. i 

Mn V?oiJ i% Tlraiik you very mueli, Scltwab, I am very appre- 
ciative uf this stateiiieut. Yoa vetenina of previous wars are tliB vet- 
cmm wlio ♦*aji atciue of t\m t>^)e of trainiiig and certainly are 
t^u|«iM»ii[ive of retrahliijui; a stroujj: defensive stature. 

The bills tliat are before us Avill help to inaiutain that strong defen- 
sive eyUdtlislnueut.*^ AVe thank vou \erv inucli for vour statement, 
iVlr.Wyile^ 

My. u . Tliank you, Mr. CIiairnKin, 1 looked at the statement 
u'hk'h will be sulfiiiUted by the American Legion aad I cannot find 
the exuet teft*ren*v in the stateiiieut that 1 wanted to refer to but I 
thitik I can ]ait U to you— 1 think tlie iVnieriean. Legion represaitative 
will testify shortly that if the GI educational benefits progmm is to 
be made available to \ eteratis of pe^fcetime service, that it should be 
♦ Utfcient than the GI educati«»nal Ijenetits program made available to 
\ etei ans of w:* rt iine service* 

I ttn«k*r ttuid your p«isition to l»e that you thijdi: the GI educational 
l»eu^4lts prot!:raui ^should be i^h ntieal for veterans of peacetime service 
us tluut availalde for veterans of wartime service, except that the De* 
p^HtniHit of Defense sliould pick up the tab if wartime service is 
included? 

Mr. ScttwAP,, The atmouueed position of youi* commander in chief 
is that if tlie GI bill is to eontinue, and we believe it should contitme 
in its i»resent form, that f >OD sltotdd pay the bill rather than tlie 
V»4enuisr Adiiiiuistnttiuji from whatever ctitoif date is establislied, 

Mr. W\ Lt! . Tlte Dci»artni( lit of Defense should administer the pro- 
-ratii and skouM i>ay the bilk If a person signs up for Army service, 
eKamf4e» f*»r t yeai*s, Avhi»-!i is what tliev liare to do at the present 
Hiii<e, tiien at t!je ciid of that i year period/they would qualify for GI 
♦'ducatir»nal benetits just as they had during the Vietnam era? 

Mr* SrriwAr,. Yes. sir* 

;Mj% U^Tt;ris Or tlu^ Ivor* an v ar »»r W»n-ld War II, provided the 
Deriartne nt of Defense would pay and adnunister the program? 
Mr. uwAi'. Tliey v>^«mld pay for tlte program; yes, sin 
Mr. Wvtn:. And ndrntnisttM* it ? 

Mr. Be uvcAr,* I think it v/ould liave to be administered by the VA to 
IiaiV' ctnitititiity, 

\tt\ WrLtri. 1 see. , , 

Mr. S tnvAti Tha^ is rny opinion. Our chief did not elaborate on 
' this but I vruiild tliird: flieV would have to administer it. 
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Mr* WrtJE. la otlier uor^ls, the Veterans' xVdiiimlstration would 
eoutliiue the program us it is now. They would. bill the Department of 
Defense for their ser dees ^ ' 

Mr. ScfWAB. Yes, sir* 

ilr* Wyxj Thuitlv yon. 

Mi% \VotFt% Mt\ Schwab, I recall last > ear, the question came up 
of tuition suppleiiieuts. Yuu^lid support the idea of tuition supple- 
ruentsulidyounori * 

Mr. 8euwAn* We snppoitert it at that time, bujt in order to get the 
legislation through, we had to drop that positioii We did support it» 

Mr» WuLVF. Y^ s* Huw doyou feel about it today ^-J ^ 

Mr. ScttWAn. Our position is unehanged. sir. 

Mr. Wuu 1% I would like to also ask a*question about the fact of ac* 
celerating pajmejits to veterans so that they would be able to accelerate 
monthly entitlement reducing tlie total lieuetit overall so that some 
of the bhie eullar vets and married vets vvlio are unable to afford aehool 
now could use their Cfl benetity. 

We would compress the period aiid make this an alternative* How 
do you feel about that ? 

Mr. S^ fKVAii. 8ir* have no current resolution addressing Our- 
selves to that issue. However, we are having the national convention 
next mottth and 1 have no way of knovving at this point whether or not 
We will have a resulution to tliut effect. 

Mr. Wou i\ 1 will urge that you giv(^ souie consideration to these 
yinuig people Avho are, as I i^ay/ married and are blue collar workei's 
^\h*> are attemiiting to make use of the GI benefits and perhaps Me 
eottUl alFord them the opportunity to accehn*ate. We thank you very 
much. 

Mr. Wi UE. Have you tal:en a pi^sitiou rui-H Jv. 2000 and H.R. 
whiyh are tlm bills tliat would extend tlie educ;ttiunal entitlements 
I«eriod from to 45 m*jntlis for graduate students? 

Mr. ScHWAH* Yes, f;lr. At the time legislation was in^ conference, 
ii; l^eeame Public ItU^m, we made a concerted effort that the 0- 
mciuth e>; tension nut be restricted to uuderLrraduate work and that is 
still Mur position t»nlay. It should not be ritstricted. We favor the 9- 
nji juth extension with»iut restriction. 

Mr. Wvr.iE. Tliatik you. 1 apju'eciate tliat snppoit* On the QI edu* 
t'atir»mi1 bejietUs etditlMUient jnoiifrHm, the original idea of the pro- 
^jcrmn as it ori^dn^tlly eiuieted and was subsc^quently implemented 
toid n*t*iia* t^d ^va i to provide Hlucatiurtal aud^vocational readjustment 
f«*r ronng men wliu-e caret*r und «*r ^ducati«jn was interrupted. 

I'fid^^r rlie u!l volunteer Army concept benefits have been greatly 
irenvused* TtUfv: uiu* li d^ies a reciaiit fX'^t isow, somewhere ii) the neigh- 
btu'hood of $100 a month, which is not bad compared to $21 we got 
wht*n I first went in. 

r)ttn*t you see a *inrer»*nce lietween the situation that existed during 
wartime wlien a young man h drafted and forced to ^o into the sex'v*ice 
and now oii a voluntary basis. 

Mr. ScHW AH, Absolutely. Tliis is whv we belieie that DOD should 
pay for Gl bill extensiori. (Hirrently there are, I believe 2.7 million 
people enrolled imder the GI bill arid that is more than the standing 
Army is. 

Their own survey said that a quarter of them join for the benefits. 
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Mr! Wrxjj^. Oae-fourth of all of those recruiters of Armed Forces 
joined because tliey thouglit they Av ere going to get tlie GI benefit at 
the end of 4 years T 

Mr. Sc^nvAB, Yes, sir. 

Air. Wi wi:. I kiiuw tlicy are getting tlie benefits btit that is an inter- 
estiiig figure. 

Mr. ScmvAB. One uut of four said this is why I enlisted. A further 
survey indieated tliut among the top three reasons for enlisting half 
of tlie'm named thi:* C5X bill. 

Mr. WiLiE. It is Jiut ix^ally neeessaty to reeruit now, is it? As I un- 
dei'stcuid it, aU^tlie Armed Furees have a waiting list. I know that is 
true of the central OMo area. 

Mi% Wi»LFjB'. If the gentleman will yield? There are reasons. There 
is unemt^loymeut and there is opportunity in the semce. 

Mr. Wi OB. Fur whatever reasons, Ave ikve been extending benefits. 

Tlie point I wanted to make is if we continue the GI eancational 
lieneflts program, regardless uf who pays it, it is a diversion from 
what we are going to have as far as the 'GI educational program has 
been. 

Mr. Scii%vAB. Absolutely. 

Mr. Wvut:. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Wmlff. Thank you very much, Mi% Schwab. We appreciate 
y%}nv coming before us here today. 
Mr. Schwab. Thank you. 

Mr. WoLi-F* Our next witne^^ is from, the American Legion, Mr. " 
Mylh Kraja, director of the national legislative commission, ac- 
efJUipanied by Mr* Robert E. Lyngh* It is very good to have you 
gentlemen before us. 

May I ask with the same degree of sineei*ity for you to offer your 
eorut4ete sttttement for the recoi^d and smnmarize, ii you will. 

[Tlie statement follows :] 

Statement of Mvi:^o Ksaja, Dieec!to« Nationai. Lixiislativc CoMMifiisrow 

AND ROBEHT LraoW. DEPtrTT DlRECTOE NATIOXAT* VCTBBAlfS AFFABtd AltD 

Mr. Cbairii^ua and members of tlie subcommittee, tbank you on behalf of The 
American Legion for the oiiportunUy to api>ear before your distinguished Sub- 
committee to set forth our \iews and reeommendatlons on terminating prospec- 
tively wartime readjustment beneats for jjeacetime veterans, and for other 
t)uri)oses. 

With me tbii^ morning is Mr. Itobert B. Lyngh, Deputy Director of our National 
Veterans Affairs and RehabUltatlon and Eeononile Division. Mr. Lyugh is pre- 
pared to t'ither read or sumniarize his statement 

Btaiement or lioumv E. Lynom, Depute DtREcroR Natioctal Veteeans Affaiks 
^ AND liExtABmTATioN COMMISSION ov Tun AM^RJtcAif Lmtov 

Mr. Chairman and members of the sul*eomnilttee. the American Legion is 
appreciative of the opportunity tt», prtsent comment on 8400, which the 
Subcommittee has under consideration* 

The purpose of H JC. HlOO is to amend title 38, tMted States Code, In order to 
set a termination date tjt veterans' educational benefits under chapters 3i and 
37 of such title* and to extend the maximum educational benefits to forty-five 
months without restriction under chapter 34 of such title, and for dther pmpose«. 

The bUl spec'lflcaUy provides that entitlement to benefits under chapter 34 
of title 3S shall be based on active service of more than 180 days, any part of 
which ♦xcurt'td after January 31^ 1955, and before ^^eptember 1. 1075. The intro- 
duction of this bill resi)onds to the Proclamation of the President of May 7, 1975, 
establishing that date as the termination date of the Vietnam era. 



In eonalderatiou of tha di\v\o\iiui:nt of evtiits e«jairai'iidiig with the cxeru- 
tlou utt January 117* lOT^ t*f the. •'Agreemeat ou Eudiii^j^ tliO Wur uhd Historing 
tilt* Peaee iu Viitiuiiiif* % tbii Unitt^d 'Mutvs and utlior iiat*tjeii»aiitw iii tlie Viet* 
iiam wur» Tlie Auitrieau Ltgiuu. ut iti^ Nati^ual C»:*uvt^iitioii in August, au74, 
adopted Uesolutiuus Numbt r 541 aiid C^t^- litsohitiMU Nuuiler 542 urgifdj^tlie 
President to^iissue a jmHilauiatiuu lixiiig tbe termhiutk^u date of thi Vittuam em 
for tlie punio^G of eertuln veterans fceaeiltd. The iuteut of Hesulutiou Nuuiber 5-12 
was accompllslied by the Presldi iitiul Proelumation **t Mas 7, 

Ke-solutlou Number 5^11* mauduted 'rhe iViiietleau leglOu to *'bia'«sor aud bUi> 
tmt legMaihju to amend tiS USO. chapter Sl» so as to provide tliat the term * 
Eligible veteran* means any veteran/ wnu served on active duty for more than 
180 daya, any part of which cnjeurred during the peilcnl a$ter January 31, 10o5 
and ending on such date as Presidt ntial proelumatien ♦/r eOneurrent resolution 
of the Congressi fixes the date ^t termination of tiiie*Vi™i^iii*^ru%'* 

To supiMuirt the ititent of Reijoluiion Numbtr 541. aSr^uoted abuve, the language 
of the Itegulution further sttitetl : **the imri^Oi^e of veterans' edueatlonal a^Bistanee 
under the original and subsequent GI biiy was to provide voeatlonal readjust- 
ment and reatoru lobt educational opportunities to thoh:e servieemeu and women 
whoso careerii were interrupted or imi^eded by reason of active duty during a 
period of wur^ declared hostilities or aiding such persons in attaiidng the 
vocational and edueationul status wlileU they mlM iiormally have aspired to 
and obtained had they not served tmder such conditions/' 

The abuve fjuuted languagf from He.^olutiou Number ^jII has characterized 
the approach of The American Legion to th»* &ubjeet of vetoraiii' education and 
voeatlonal rehabllitatit»n programs s^ince a Committee of Aruerlcun Legionnaires 
drafted the language of thf* first Bill in 11*^14. while World War II was In 
ptogresiji. It i3 tignlfieunt hj nott? that prior tu the enaetuiont of the urighml 
Cr.L Bill there had never been t^uch a C'^icei^t »L«f veteriins rehabilitation to include, 
for all veterans, not just tht^.v^ who had bi en disatjled in service, programij of 
higher education and of vocational rehabilitation. The concept, ay defined in our 
Besolution Number 54L has been pur^sued by Coti^rrcss to the end of i>roviding 
sinedal programs for the terans wh«» have werved the nation in yubsefiuent wars 
jind national emergency. It is Ijy now well e^tablLihed that the benefits to the 
nation of the^se iirMgrams are incalculable. Tlie American Leniou ly pruud to have 
jilayed a part In the development of this j^roLnes&ive and beneficial c^jucopt look- 
ing t* the effective rehabilitation uf tlhose men and WMUifU whe have earrl» d the 
main burden of the execution of the national policy Of thfj United states In inter- 
national atirair3. 

Those who participated in the dMV> iMpnieiit of this li' w eon^ ept of vt'terarts 
rehabtlitation had very clearly in mind v.hat it was that they desired to ac- 
complish. To repeat* their goal way to proAide for tlie efl'eeftivM rehabilitation of 
those who fouglit the natiou*y wars. 'Hitw ^\xiG a cotirept. linilted In Its dimen- 
sions, arid ?he Ameriean Le^ciMa ha*^ not deviate d from It tli rough the ensuing 
years and the transidratiou of eientB. 

We are aware that prupoails ha^e bt *u ptit forutird to eontinue the educa- 
tional and vocational traitdng progranis for serviee pei^tionnel into the peacetime 
era* The Auierican Legifm has^ no er^aeutiul quarrel v.vtth (mn-U pfMpoKals* v.ith one 
very important ytipulatioii In «^ur Judgment any edwi-aH*"iii;i! and vM^^'riijonai j,ro- 
grams that may be devified for member::! of the f^e-ueetiniie military eytabllyhment 
shouiiUb*' clearly ditTerentitit>:'d from warHme benetlt;^!, 

Tlj^motiv^^s of those who choose to sene in the Armed Fors.e j during tlnie »jf 
I'cace are very different fr*jm those tvho volunlieen ""*r un^ ^/alb-'d to servirv 
In wartime* And these differences are ueeentuutHd ^\iien. for th^ tiryt time in 3o 
year?:** the Fntted Htate^ has ehoseii to place its i**aeetisjie reHance *'n an all- 
volunteer military establlj^hmeat That being no. in judmuont. tho'^bayi::^ for 
the developiaeiit of j^^Nt -service programs »*f edueatiMu aii*! training hi essen- 
tially uttYerent fr«*ai that vvldeh gMveriis the develMpmMtjt of \mrfime t*ro.i;,^rama 
It uvmld appear that the prnviyi^m of t-eacetmio i>rogratui-^ of i du«'atl'm and train- 
in^^ 'are maiidy inteiide*! to entitiiice the rneruitiur^ K'Wn^U of the ^enl^ea. The 
wartinie pro^ram>i. on the other iiand* are i*recisvly wiiat tliev ?ire described to 
be lu law— rehatdiitatien pr^irramti 

Whether <>in£:ress** in its wisdotti, rhMoses^ to provide contlrmin^ i<rogram» of 
edticatien and tralnlmr f^'f e^^servlee persMnnel 'in tlie peacetime era upon whicli 
w»^ are now entering. 1:^ a matter to whieh I jiot uddr«( jiiiv^jeif at thSsi timc^ 
with tine important i»rovis«i : \u any yuch schedule .if peiieetlrue progmuja a very 
clear differentiation t^hould be made bi injure tiiat thev are not equated with 
the benefits provided in clmpter 34 of title 38. 
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Oa tliis basis. The Amerlcaa lA'gioilBuprwrts the? iirovision of section 1 of HJl. 
sm, setting a dellmitlijg date of 8eiptemb^r 1, for eutitlemeut to UmtitH 
uiidur chaiitef U of title 3S tISO. 

aetUoii 2 of 8406 i>rovfdes tliat *lf an eligible veteran has served a pe* 
riod of 18 ttiontlis or more on active duty after January 31» and has been 
released from sutli service under conditions tliat wuuld satisfy Ms active duty 
ubilgatlou, be «ball be entitled to edutatiunal jisiiistance under tbis chapter for 
a i>eriod *of 45 months < or the aiulvalent thercuf in imrt^time educational 
r agslstancei/* ^ , ^ 

^ When the legislation that became Public Law 03-508, The Vietnam Era \et^ 
eruns' Iteadjustnient Assistances Act of 1U74. was undti^ consideration In the l»3rd 
*Cungress, Tiie American ^Legion objected to the wording of sectlun of 
that Act, authorlising training for an additional number of months, not exceeding 
nine may be utilized lii iiursuit of a program of ( ducatlun leading to a stand- 
ard undergraduate »^llege degree/' The uuutation here used is from the text 
of the law. While legislature acUon oii Public Law l>a-50S was still in progress, 
the National Executive Committee of The American Legion, at its regular UiCvt- 
iiig in October, 1U71, adopted llesolution No. IT* In Kesolution No* 17* The Na- 
tional Executive Committee used the foBowing language: ''the resolution is 
Ineiiuitable and unfidr when considered in the basis of cniual benefits for etiual 
service/' Tlie Kesolution further stated: "The American Legion is committed to 
thft concept of eiiual benefits for euual service/' And on that basis, we sought 
the elimiimtJou of the restriction of tlie a<lditional months of training eligibility, 
beyund 30 months to ujidergraduate study. AVhat I have now state^J. continues 
to be the policy of 1 he American Legien with reference to this matter. Accord- 
ingly, the language of se*Jtion uf H;i<. 8400 Is, in our Judgment an improvement 
Mu the laiit^uage of Public Law 03-50^, and we urge its retentlMU in the bill mw 
under eousideration. 

Mr* Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee, the above presentation leads 
me to the conclusion* resi)ectfully submitted, that The American Legiuu apjiroves 
of the intent and the language uf 8-100. as good and necessary legislation, 
and we hoiie for favorable action by the Congress* 
Thank you again for the opportunity to apjiear today, 

STATEMENT OF MYLIO S. KRAJA, DIEECTOE, NATIONAL lEGISLA^ 

TivE Commission, the ameeican usgion, accompanied by 

EGBERT E. lYNCH, DEPUTY DIEBGTOR, NATIONAL VETEEANS 
AFFAIRS AND EEHABILITATION AND ECONOMIC DIVISION 

Mr. Ki:AJA. Yes, Mr. Chairman. We will summarize as nearly as 
possible* However, the Ohsenee of our ^tatenieiit is relatively briel I 
can eomplete it hi less than 10 iiiijmtes* 

Mr. Woo T. Very gootl ^ 

Mt\ Kn\.i \. The iutroduetioii of ILK. S406 in response to the proela- 
liiatioii of the Pieskl(4it on May 7, 1975, ewtablifchm^^ that date as the 
lei iiiiiiation date of the Vietuum era, the Amerieau Legion position is 
us stated* V ^ 

We reeommetid riie amendment of title 38. United States Code, m 
Older to set a termination datti for vetermis^ educational benefits under 
chapters 3 1 and tiX of sueli title, and to extend the maxinmm educa- 
tional benefits to 45 juontlis without restriction under chapter ^4 of 
such title and for other purposes. 

Resolution No* 5 11, mandated tlie Aiaerican Legion to : 

• ♦ ♦ SpMiisor md mipx^wt k»gislati<m to ameiid 3S U^C, elianter 34, so a^ to 
provide that the term "^eligible veteran" ujeans mty veteran who served on active 
dutv for more than 180 da^B, ms part of which occurred during the i>erIod after 
aanuarj^ ni, 1055, and ending on such date as a Presidential iiroelataatl^^n or 
eoneurrent resolution of the Congress flies the date of terminatloa of the 
**Vietnam era/' ^ 
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To stippeit tla^ intent of Resolution No. 541. as quoted above, t]m 
language of the resolution further stated : 

♦ ♦ ♦ tlie iairi>use of veterans' educational assistance under the original and 
bUbsc^ueut" Ul bill was to iirovide voeatlonal readjustment aud restore Jost 
educational opj>»jrtuultits to tbose servicemen and %vomeuiAvbose careers were 
interrupted or liuijeded hy r»fayoa of active duty during i^erlud of war or de* 
dared bostlUties ur aitilng mdi i»ersons in attairdng tbe vocational status wbleb 
they miglit normaUr bave ajii»ired to and obtained bad tbey not served under 
aueb conditions. 

The ubov e<iuoted language f roni Resolution Ko* 511 has character- 
ized the approach of the Anierii^an Legion to the subject of veterans' 
edu^'Utiou and vocational reluibilitation progriuns j^inee a coimuittec 
of Araerteati Legionnaires drafted tlic language of the litest 01 bill 
m VjU^ hile World \V>r II was in progress. 

It is si^niifieant to note tluit prior to:the enactment of the original 
Gl bill of Thei'e liad never been such a concept of veterans rehabilita* 
tion to include, for all veterans, not just those Avho had been disabled 
in !.ervice, programs of higher education and of vocational rehabilita- 
tion* 

^ I he concept* as defined iii our Ivesolution 541, has been pursued by 
( ungress to the erid of providing special programs for the veterans 
who liave served the Nation in subsequent wai*s and national emer- 
gency. 

It is by liow established that the benefits to tlie Nation of these pro* 
granici are incalculable* Tlie American Legion is proud to have played 
a part iii the development of this progressive and beneficial concept 
looking to tJie elTective rehabilitation of those men and women who 
hav e carried the main burden of the execution of the national policy 
of the I ^luted States iji international affairs, 

1 hose wlio participated in the development of tliis new concept of 
veterans rehabilitation had very clearly in nnnd what it was that 
thev deaired to ac^junplish. 

To repeat, theii3<2oal was to accomplish the effectiv^e rehabilitation 
of th^i-e wliO fought the Nation's wui^, This was a concept, limited in 
its dimensir^n; i artd tlie American Legion lias not deviated from it 
thr»m,^h the ensuiti*? yeard arid the transpiration of events. 

AVe are awai^c that jiropo^als have beeix put forv\ ard to continue thu 
eduf^ational and vocati*>nal training programs for service ijersonnel 
intu the peacetime era* The Ametican Legion has no essential quarrel 
with yueh i>r*>posals, with one very important stipulation* 

In our judgment, any educatitjnal and vocational programs that 
may be devi ^ d {or meutbers of tlie peacetime Military Establislunent 
sh^^mld be clearly ditTerentiated from w artirne benefits. 

TliiC mnttves of those who clioose to serve in tlie Armed Forces dur- 
in,tx tiu-e of p^ ace are very different from those w*ho volunteer, or wUo 
at;^* * ailed to setn ice in warf inie. 

Arid these differemes are accentuated when, f6r the first time in 
85 years* tlie ITriited States ha^^ choseri to place its peacetime reliance 
oii ulUv^hmteer Military Establishment* 

That beinir so, in our judgment, the basis for the development of 
1^0- tset V ice pr; -^n ains of education and training is essentially liifferent 
from tliat whtf^h s^overns tlie developmerLt of %vartime programs. 

It wouhl ar-riear that the provision of yjcacetime jiirograrns of edu- 
eatioii and training arc mainly intended to enhance the recruiting ef- 
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'uMtiri tla^■^ierviU^-i. The v/artiiue i>r*j^ranis, ^ii the otiiev hand, tire 
inwiiiely what thvy are deseribi^d to m law— rehabilitation 

Whedi^a* Conyteb9, in its witdorn^ chooses to provide eontinmng 
jfiro^ti aras of edueatiMn atul training f«>r e^c-servief!) per^^onnel m the 
Veut«vtihee era ninm vAthAi we are now entering^ /is a matter tef Avhieh 
I thjf not aildnss inystlf atihis time— with one ]feu)jortaiit proviso; in 
my siieli liednle of i^^aeetinie programs, a verv elear differentiation 
i4io«!d be im\de> to injure that tiiey are not equated with the benefits 
provided in ehapter S4 of title 38* 

On tills basis, the Anieriean Leg:ion supports the provision of see* 
tioit 1 of HVlt 8400, setthii,^ a delimiting date of Seiitemter 1, 1075 for 
* eiititknnent benetSts under ehapter 3 1 of title Ss UnitedlStates Code. 

Section i* of HM. provides that : 

If aft.eligltle veteran Ims served a lierioa IS ixiunths or more en active duty 
after January 31. lt>35, and lias been released from meh service under eondi* 
tlons tiiat would satisfy lily aeHve duty eUteat^oht^e shall entitled to edu> 
eaHeoal assktanee under this eUapter for a ix^riod of IS moijtlis. or tUe etiulva^ 
Iti'Ut thixekjf In lart time edueational aesistanee. 

When the legislation that k^eame Publie Luw 03-^508, the Vietnam 
Em Vetenms' Read just luent Assistanee Aet of 1074, w as under eon- 
sideraf ioii in the l»3d Congress, the American Legion objeeted to tlie 
wordint^ in seetion 2n2(D of that aet, authorising training for an ad- 
ditional nutaber of moiiths, not exeeedmg 'J, ''as may be utilized in 
pniduit of a program of education leadliig to a standard undergrade 
'nate eyHei^e degree/' 
I The *itiotation here used is from the text of the law- Wliile legisla^ 

\ the aetion on Public Latr 9r^^508 was still in progress, the nationill 
x^^^^i\^t< uH^e eoiandttee of the Anieriean Legion adopted resolution No. 

In re Mhition Ko. IT, the national exeeutive committee used the 
f' Uowing languap:e: ''the restriction * ♦ * in inequitable and ^^nfoij 
v::^hm o-^^a'iMidered in the basis of equal benefits for equal ^x*rvice/^ ^ 

Tlie nbolution further stated : ''Tlie American Lei^ion is committed 
t( ♦ the <;v^*pt of equal benefits for equal terviee." And on that basis, 
viC Sft^j*f0itthe elimhrntio!! of the restriction of tlio additional months 
*»f tmiiiing eli^tibility, L^evond 30 nu>ntlis te^ undergraduate study. 

What I have now stated, continues to be the policy of the American 
t^mm with r^^fererice to this matter. Accordingly, the language of 
se^^tion 2 of U IL 84m0 is, in our judgment..an iiaprovement on the 
Itinguuge of Public Law t*3-[in3 and we urge its retention in the bill 
n<'.*w under c^-nisideration* 

Mi\ r hainnan, the above presentation leads me to the conclusion^ 
r^ ^'liettfully subntitted, tliat tlie American Legion approves of the hr- 
tent ar')d language of HVIL 840C, as good and necessary legislation and 
we hopi* for favorable action by the Congress* 

Tlianls vou, sir. 

Mr. Wm.t r. Thank vou very much. We certainly appreciate your 
biuroriort for tliis legislation. Mr* Wylie ? 

Mi\ WxiM^. Ym stated, I believe, voti favor the discharge date in 
ILlt The OI educational tenefits would tei*minate on Septem- 
' her L t»id \m hear the statemi lit of tlie representative from the Vet* 

erans' Adminiytradon a little bit earlier %vhich favored a different 
date? 
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3VIr, KiaeTA, YeiiJ, sii% Opr, presentation, of course, was prepared prior 
to knowinsi: tlie administration jxisition on this matter. I submit to tlie 
eomuiittee that >\ e would^ tmd tliat aceeptable* 

Mr. Wrun. OK, so jbu would not— would motJify your testimony 
to bay that it could be t^ljanged to a dtttei'wlueh was related to the date 
of enactment of the bill ? | - 

Mt\ KiiAfts. Yes, on the basis of the Veterans' Administration state- 
ment, the Ameriean Legion would have no quarrel with that elianfte* 

Mr. Wvrii:. You statedl v ery speeitleally— did you hear my question 
a little earlier to tlie reprckentati\^ about differentiating between war- 
time service aiid peaeetSmp service for GI educational feiellts? ♦ 

Mr* KuAtf 1 speeiJGicallt agree w ith your statement. 

Mr* WvLTE. All right J,t is your pt^ition then that the Gl educa- 
tional benefits Mograrn should be terminated ? 

Mt% Kuxjx Yes, as a wai time benefit. To rejieat 'sir, what I have in 
my statement. « 1: 

Mr* Wyui:, And not shift it over to the Department of Defense for 
paying the bill? 

Mr* KiLUx. Mr* Con^^ressrnan. the best way for me to respond to 
that is to say as far as the American Le^^on is concerned', should tlie 
Congres.^, hi its wisdom, decide to provide postservice education pro- 
grauis^for members of the i>cacetinie Military Kstablislunent, that is a 
matter to which we would address ourselves, should it become active 
in the Coui^ress. , ; 

Our po^iition at the moment,' however, and my purpose for being 
here* is to make very clear that wo do not l>elieve^that such jicacetinile 
k'ni^fits for the albvolimteer Military Establislunent should be iji any 
sense equated with tlie rehabilitation program pmided for the man 
w hi ♦ f oui^ht in the moy t recri it w ar. 

i\Ir. Wylii:. Thank you. Would vou favor extending the .period from 
S^vto 4r# riiijuths;^ ^ " . 

^fr. IvHAef A» Yes^ sir, wc do, w ithout restriction* 

Mn Wvtia Thujik you very mtich* 

Mr* Wot.f I'. Thank you very much. Mr. Iviaia. We appre* ialV pmx^ * 
support for this position, not only that, but tlie support for all vet ^ 
erans %vhich is so character! lie of the Americari Legion. 

Out* next wiHie s is .TetTries Carey, president of the National As- 
sociation of Concerned Veterans, * 

STATEMENT OF CHAEIES C. GARAFINO. ACTING STATE COORDS 
NATOll FOB MARYLAND. NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CONCERNED 
VETERANS 

Mr. GAR m.vo. Mr. Cliairjuan, my name is Charles C. Garafino, I 
am the aetin^^ State coordhiator for Maryland. Mr, Carey is unable 
to make it tliis moriiing and he asked me to present the testimonV of 
NACY. 

Mr. Wou T. We are happy to hat^o you, and I make the sarue recjuert* 
to you if Tou w ill Please us your total statement for inclusion in 
the record and surumari^e it if you can* 

Mr. 6.Mi\FiNo. Yes* sir. 

[The statement follows:] Q 
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BIr. Clialniiaii aihl distinguished ini mbers of the coijamltlee, on belirOf of the 
^^'atioisai Associatlt»u of Cowecraod Vtterans iNACVn 1 tlianks you for tlils op- 
j*orttjaity to ai>i>tar before you oneo agtln, I have Just retitriitHi from our 
guurtfcrl5r Board of Directors Meeting in Denver, Colorado, my statemeht 
ahoutd indicate the niojst current concerns of Vittnann era veterans' 

liefuro proceeding* i would like to cj^iircsa our most sincere api)tc»elation to 
you, Mr* Chairman, and all menibers of tlio Conioiittee on Veterans Affairs for 
vour past collective* strong and bi-parUsan efTorts to gain eciultable benefits and^ 
programii for Vietnanj era veterans, llie NACV% primarily a Vietnam era vet* 
eraus^ orgfjiuization, have grave concerns today tlmt the beneilts and i»rograniB 
obtained are slowly being crushed, put aside or Just plain Ignored by the fed- 
oral* state and local gol^ernments rcBi^onbible for the funding, implemtintatlon* 
monitoring and enforcement of the laws and regulations governing the provided 
beneftts and programs. It amazes our membership to see the Cougrt*8S labor hard 
and long^ver legislation such as PX. 1)3-508, V.U 02-31^, l^h. U2-Sia, etc.. to 
afford our natioa*s Veterans a fair shake In readjustment aBslstunce, and then 
watch our government ignore and outright refuse to enforce thes^ fine law*. It is 
ovident to us that* as the raying goes 'It takes an aet of Congress to get anything 
done/* It is evident to us tlmt in the areas of education aiid employment csik:** 
cially* the Congress must act to establish some method of action on the i>art of 
those agencies ref asing to obey the laws. 

NACV is particularly pleased over the imssage of IKh. 03-5(»8, tbe ''Vietnam 
^ra Veterans* fteailjustment Assistance Act of 1074** wltli Its many provisions 
of l^eneOt to t*:day s veterans. This law is an excellent step toward reaching the 
goal of parity and etjualitr for all veterans. However, I hoi>e It Is only one of 
manv steiie* NACV Is well aware of the long hours of labor, negotiations* and 
compromise that were hnolvcd in the drafting of PX. and we appreciate 

tlmt work. 

Sj»eclQealiv% tlio membi*rs of NACV are interested In the extension of entitle- 
nmit fjt edutational assistance benefits from 30 to 45 months* Fortunately, this 
e\tcnsiott was included in tlie law. Unfortunately a restriction was put on this 
extension, $i!i^owin|f the additional 0 months to only **be uUlized in pursuit of a 
program t»f education leading to a standard undergraduate college degree/* I 
urn sure the members of this Committee are very^ fmnillar %vlth the many rea* 
c^>-jm for the removal of this restriction t tliO eaEtended time needed to attalti a 
*h gra> duo to outside^sehool employment, tiie shortage of credit hours needed 
fMr a degree after a four year full courf^e curriculum, the education necessary to 
be minimally comiietStivo in today's Job market, that no such ,n strit*tb>n was 
ever placeil on earlier vetertin% programs* ete NACV* has testifled on tlds issue 
before and 1 ^ovld like to thank all members of the committee for introduction^ 

icfcislation to corrcH?t this inciiulty. We feel that the veterans, as long as he is 
entiUed to this benettt tesardlc^ss of what his program might or for which 
degree he my be working on* should* without uuGStlon, receive this bencflt There 
8!«onld to tio discrimination betweeu graduate or undergraduate degree, nor 
Mhyutd there bt* a requirement that the veteran be enrolled lii an Institution at 
tho time he fcuucsts the e-^tension. We urge that a i4ef.e of legislation be reported 
favorably out of conimittee as soon as jjos^lble to remove this utnust restriction. 

NACV is also pleased, that a low interest education loan to eligible veterans 
was established under FX. 03-508* and we would like to thank tliO Commlttc^e 
for the establishment However, as you are well aware* that education loao w^as 
originally detennined to be $2,000,00 i)er year and was lowered, through com* 
promise* to $600.00 p«r year. NAOV strongly suggests that the aniount of edu* 
cation loan be raist^l back to the'J»i2,00*J.0O level. 

^ACV ^ upporti-^ the concept of ae^reierated payments of eutlt lenient for O L 
VAll euroilecs and to sjK^ciflcallv insure that the following two groufts are also 
included t graduate students and those veterans enrolled in accredited instltu^ 
lions for vocational and technical tralnhig programs which are terminal after 

vearn; or lesiu 

NACV was lU'reatlv encouraged by the passage of PX. 03-337, which provided 
for the extension of the dellmlUng |>eriod for the pursuit of educational pro* 
grams f r^m s vrars to 10 years. However, based on the premise that if veterans 
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bervo tlielr ctuatry by dutifully Siaeritidu^ a uuiiibtr of irrui'lrttUblM yvavb* K*f 

tt* utilize* tiitif t'ai-Ded eilucutit-nal beueUts wbVtbtr tbi'y uve 25 or »JS y^'ur^ of 
as^t^. Iti addltioij. diiM tt> tbe sturtUu^^ teelmolo^^eal vbauges taking place duOy in 
otir soduty, it kiy *-*ftUi btv^^t- ut-eMtisury tvn* ludi-viduub to returu to a^'^advuiit- 
iuytltutloijs furaier~caatadinfr#' retrUli^^ yitupiy tt» ki, paee wittb tbesc^ 
ebattgts or iTveauie au autumattd tuebuulogy bas made eertaSa J^by obsolete aiid 
tbeso tomm of emvloynmit bave eeased to exist. Tberifure* NACV ytiii aiiky tbat 
no liiiiit be iilaeed u|i»jn tbe veterans for the imrsuit of bis edueafloa* 

Mi\ Cbaipijuari* NACV leaO^es h*jw strenuouyiy tbe uitmbi'rii of Cuagress foagbt 
to indude a tuitHuu provi^ioa lu IKh. t»a-50y. We are grateful for this effort and 
ue urge you to eontiaue tbis tl^^bt ^u^b a tuitloa pruvisi»ja will belp eliailaate 
veteraas from btiag "tnktd^jut'^ of blgber edueatioa. To liaote some eoatlu^ 
sioas »j^f tbe **Fiaal Report oa Edaeatloaal A^blstaaee to Veterans: A Cox/ipara* 
tive Study of Tbree O.I. BUls^' eouduetud by tbe Edueatioaal TestlagJ^rviee, 
iPriaeeton. for wbidi legislatively aiaadattd ret>ort, Mr. Cbairiiaa, you 

and tbe eoaimittee eaa take mueh <*redlt : / 

la i^eaeral, tbe "real value * of tbe edueatlunal aU^wauee available t6 \ eteran'^ 
uf W Wit was greater tbaa tbe eurreat allowaaee being paid to veterans of tbe 
Vietnam Coailiet wbtn adjuataieats are made for tbe paymeat of tuitioa. fees* 
b^joks aad BOppUes. 

Wbea educational allowaaee^s for tlie Vietnam veti*rans are adju^^tcd for tbe 
average tuition, fees, bot^ks aad sapplies at a 4 year institutipa, tbe beaeflts re^ 
malniug are iasuflleient to meet tbe veteran s estimat»?d living exiK'Use* To restore 
eijulty betweea veterans resldiag ia differeat. states with differing systems of 
publie edueutioa* sonio form of variable paymeats to lastitutlous to ameliorate 
tbe dilfereaees ia institutional eostB would be rt^iulred. 

Ahi^K Mr. Clark Kertb rep^irt of tbe Carnegie Counell on Pulley Studies in 
Higlier Edueatiun has r« eeatly issued a study reeommeadliiig a mateblug pro- 
gram of federal aad state tuition graiAs to students attendiag private institu^ 
tloas. la ligbt of this obviuus need* of tbe evidence and proofs tit this need, and 
in *iuest *jt an ei|uitable educational ftssistaaee bill which shall furnish aece«« 
to the higher ci>st edueatioaal iastitatioas f»jr todav*s veterans under tbe G,l. 
Bill of WmHU War Ih NAOV bas resolved that a tuiti^ja subsidy should be pro^ 
vided aad that sueh a nub idy Bball be eoaiputed oa tlie basis of a slidlag tal* 
tioa base truly representing tbe "*a*:'tual cost to the vetertui/* 

Mr Chairmaa. there is one other area direetly related to eduratiua which Ia 
Mf great concern t*j Mur nieaibeiu aad althou>;h 1 realize Umt tijls Committee 
dut'S aot have the direct jurisdictioa t*ver this issue, 1 would like to comment 
briefly oa It *r)iat edutatiMnul concern is the " Vi teraus* Cost of last ru»^tiMa Pav- 
ment'j to la^ititutiMns of Higher Education'* aCIPi. ^Section 4i:0 Mf Title 1 
V.h. m-iilK tbe "^"li^ducatiMn AmeadaHnts VJ12'\ Tbe VCIP Program, au- 
tliMred by S^iaator Crarist^n frMnj California has proven itself to be of great 
benrtit tM vrtt^rims attHidiiig institutions of higher education and bas smbstan^ 
tially aided in the Mutrt^aeh prOt^ess of informing veterans of their rights and 
bcfictltfj andrr the *:k\. Bill Sach iy tbe coumiltaicnt ^f NACV'w aiembertbip 
this vvortlnvhile inogram that the following Iteolutions were j>assed : Uiat » very 
b gislative effort be mride tt> iinsure the eoatiuual funding of vr*lP at no lei^s 
tUim the CongfessiMaalH au^lSiiai^cd b v^^l^tbat tbe Program l e ext^ud^ d with 
in^r^ ased fun ling. and tbat^^ui h eligible appUeant institution tvSth a ^^tudent 
vet^^ran i^opulatit^u hf* entitled to reeeive u basis minimum entitlement regardles i 
t.f the veteran p ulatiovi tbe ia-^itituti^ai, I hope that tbe member^ of tbi-i Com- 
udttee wll! MUMX^rt this benMiieiul program and will uree their CMlleagues to do 
tbo same. ^?A<: V bope.s that this program will i*e funded In^yoad tl^eal year JOTO. 

There are preseatly more than r*70xM3 Vietnam era Veterans uaeaipl jved in 
tid« * wuntry Tbe j*^*re» ntav;!' rate of unempbnment for Vietnaai veterans In tbe 
2«*-L*l year old age bracket iy better than Tht^ is well Mver tbe nati»:?nal 
averjige. while niinority veterans suffer from l»ej^ri^ionde%* 1 unempiMyujent 

XACV apptatid?! this C^uandttee aad the Cvaierress os a whule for the lino 
"Vnii^Myraent"' legislation it has already passed— P.L. 'JQ-ZAiX the *'Vi»itnaai Era 
Veterans^ Readja^tmeut As^ir^anc^tji^^ of 1072;* P L, tjCj^ll^, tiie "Titeliabilita* 
tioa Act^f ltt7;i * P L, O.t^^Ws, the mettiara Kra V^-terans* lieadjastment Assist- 
ance Act of lti74/* find PX, *Jl^m7, tW* /^Emergency JMbs and Itneairdovment 
Aw8i!4tance Act *jf WU \ are but a few^ ^liamtiles— and t^jt the wtrldes Congress 
haf^ taken to laiplement ' alilrmatlve action** In tbe em[4oynjent of dl^jabled and 
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Vletuum i'fa tetemiis* NACV now looks to Cougress to Oiisure tliat eiuitluyer» 
and emiiloylng agencies €omi>ly with these laws* 

lu oOueiuBk^n. Mr. Cliaimuu, t vvuulil like to leai;e this thutight with jou, ''Let 
us do as liiUeU for our aatiou*8 Veterans as we did recently for the Vietnam and 
CanibtKlian refugtes'*. * 

Sir. t^haUmun, tliis eoneludes our ji^epared statenieiit NACV stands ready to 
assist the Ct^ngrees in any possible ^ way to enyure Uiat uur veKrans rueelve 
e»iual treatment for etiual service. 

Thank you. * 

Mi\ Qxitsmm. Mx\ ChairiuaB, gentlenieju, speeiiieaUy tlie ineuibers 
of NACV aie interested hi the esteiibiou of educational air^iistauce 
l^^tu tits froui i>j to 45 umithtL J^oxtuiiately tltis was iaduded iu the 

LmfurfuJiately a iei»trietion was put on this e5;tenyio3u allowiaxg the 
ftdtUtioual 0 nionths to, be '''utilised iii puiisuit of a i>iogram of edu- 
eatiuu leudiB*^ to a btandard midergraduate college de*aee/' 

I mu sure the nieiiibers of this couinuttee are very faniiliav with the 
riiaay reasons for the removal of this restriction : the extended time 
needed to attain a de^^ree due to outside school* eruployruent, tlie short* 
age of credit hours needed for a degree after a 4-year full course 
curriculum, the education necessary t"o be minirnally corupetitive in 
today s job market^ that no sucli restriction was ever placed on earlier 
veteran^s program, et cetera. 

NACV hay testified on this issue before and I would like to thank 
all members t^ff the committie for introduction of legishition to correct 
this inei(uity* 

AV*i> feel that the veterans^ as loJi^^ as he is en'titled to this benefit*, 
regardle s of what his program nii^jht be or for which decree he may 
be workin,L% shoiikl, without question, receive tliis beiKtit. 

Tlicre sliould be no discriraination between graduate or unflergradu* 
ate d(*fiive, nor yliould there be^ a reiiuitenient that the xeteran be en- 
rolled in an institution at tlie tijue he requests tlie e^itensiotu 

We urg^^ that a piece of le^iskition m reported favorably out of 
cortuiiittee as soon us possible to reuiove this unjust restrietiun. 

NA(*V k all o pleui ed that a low interest edtication loan to ^ li^^ible 
vet*a^ans wan c^jtablislied tnider Public Law *J3^508^ and we %vuuld like 
to thank the K omuiittee for the establisluiieiit. 

Howeven as you are well aware* that c^ilucation loan wan ot iginally . 
dctormttted to be SL%oUj() pi*r year arid was lowered, through coi/ipro- 
mise, $G«"^0 a year* NACV stt^oi^gly sugiXrSts that the amomit of edti- 
*^at.ion loan U* raised back to the $L*J)^Hj level. 

NACV siipports the eoncept of accelerated i^aynients of entitleruent 
for GT bill enrol kes and to speciUcally irisiue that tJie followin^^ two 
grt Hips are alsu included: graduate students and tl\>se veteruris en- 
rolled hi act^iedited Institutions for v»catioii4al and teclmical training 
pro£trar«4s wlucli teiniimxl after 2 years or lesn, 

NACV was greatlv encouraged by the pas ai^je of Public- Law^ 
m37 whirh proviiled for the extension of the delimiting period for the 
Xntrsuit of e^lticationafcprograms f ro!n 8 years to 10 year . 

However* ba^ed on Hie premise that if'vetetans 'serve the counti^y 
by dutifully f-aerificiJiii: a number of irreplacable years of their lives 
in thi^ Nation^s Armed B>rces, tlien those veterans should be allowed 
to utilize their earned educational betieiits whether they are 26 or 65 
years of age. 
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In atWitioiu du*:* lu flu* ^aitiitii:;ti^i4uit*1o«i;'irttl **hui4*=^tis tulaiig plaee 
ilsulv in our s^rifj-t)'* it hwy^ ^rtu*n Iwr^niW^ nk\V'z.':-:ury f^nV induhhuil^ tM 

ply h* kt-vj* p'dK'\' Willi tlw~-i'- mi* bv^iiutx^ of un untuiuati'd tt*^*h* 

Hiinvforv^ XACV ^ilW a^lin that "ho Hunt hi^, jihi<';vd uj-^oji tlii^. Avtemn 
fVnr thr l^lHsiiit lib i*t<hlK"atiMn. 

^vvs^ f«ni*ilit t^^* iu^^-'hiisk* ii tuition provsL^iou in PnMi^* Luw t.ii*^-r^Ool. We 
uav\,L'rrtU»f'ul fMr this^/ltuvt and \\*^ nrgt^ VMtt to r-untn*u>.* tlus tiylit* 

Sn^h a tuitioH |trovitiioii Vwill hrlp eliiain&tt^* vrtera!iy from L^^iii,!* 
pi>-i'd ont of l»i*;:hi^r ^^'^^dn^^atiori. To ^note *^MtifL^! nylons of tin* '^^Final 
KrpMrt *»n 1vhi<*^'i!jtiouul Assihtuufv to Vetc*mny: A (Vni^»arutivi^ Study 
•«>)f "Hmw Ul .P/ills** ti^indnrti^d by thc^ Kdtik^atit^nrd TeL-tin*r H^'i"vk\\ 
I*rin"'>.4on« SJ,. for whieh li***'Syl4iti^A:*ly nMindatf^'d n-jiort^ Mt\ Chair- „ 
r^jiUij. you und the v^onnnittH* i^an tulu^ nuieh *"^redk : 

in* i:4-i'^i!feiraL thi' mii vahu* tht' o^UK^at^.yual tiHhmiiai.-^^ avaliubt*-^ tn V(.^h'^fa»^s 

\«*^nity?* *"«'^idl!lt! t uiseii a*ljur^tmi*'iiitB un"* maUi* for the v^iyiiunit of Hdfloii* fi-t-s. 

Whm *^ihh'-kithmti\ HihrniiiU''^^'^ for tXh^ yktmnn \'vf^mui\ aro a^]lJub*ti'^1 for tlie 
a^*'nnu(i' tntiH""t(. f^'>^. Uii'-<4^i^ mui mp\4W'-~^ ut a f*nif yc-at* is^^titutSMU* the heaeiits 
ruii^iiiiiilukt av^' W^'UiiyUHit tM nn^et the ve'teran''&5 *v^4hiiatk^«l IHiii^ <f*^i»i^ii^^e., 
* re"^tMiv *-^jtiSty Wtt^ veu vc'teraas residing hi iliff'erent states with differing 
f.(5;4r>)MnH j'lDii^llr edti^/at^.ni. 8Mi!ie fHriu of vaiiahle |»ayiii^'^iUB to nitititutioii^ tc* 
fiijj(teli«..rafre tl'i** *lilffta^eiiM^Ci lu hiKtitutioaat ^-'ostj-^ v. iHiyi^j he re^jiiiilreii 

AL«^ Mr- cisirk KerrVi rej^ort the i"ania,tik* ('Miiin^/il on Ptdiry 
StmdiK^^s hi H'ii,^i'h^*r Edn^^^ation has ter'ently iK-ued h ^tudy ree'oiiunencp 
mn: :i hnntArnv'Sl'V^^'^vmn of Federal and State tiuitiun ;i*rantM toytudenty 
uttH^-n^iiii^i' jojivutr" iinstitntitfiji!^* 

I til h^^ht «"»f tills eilniuus in-ed. uf thr^ evideiiee and jir^ufM of thi^' tieed. 
((]|iir'S't ttif jiHi'i f(n|)uitnhle odu"^atiMna1 a'-'^ii^tjini«*e hill whiiehthall fur- 
niinh to the hi^^her ^""'*^st e^nratiMaal irii^itnti^HM for tM^av*^ vet- 

r'r;tainiM imnii. let^ the GI Voili W^Hd War IL.>XAC'V has ivse^lved tliat a 
itiitftiiMn sillily -'id ^;>' sh^fjil^l ]j>)r>nvi4ed lund tlmt b'tp-h a subviidy nhaH he 
e'Mjti!ijtnin"4 <P)i(ii nine Ui^^i"-'^ of a sihdhi/14' tnitli^n hn^r^ tmh 3't*-'prevvntin^;' the 
ai' Infill N^'o^i tiu f|)!f'> -i'K^eran* 

?^tn rliiHiiUudin. theri*-^ h nm> tether ami dive'^c-flv r^^att^^^d t^ edtMiti^^n 
-vvlinir'In ii'.; ((*f .'i^-rK'^at eK">)ni«-(tmii tu unr )ii)Hnhihe?>i« nnd altl))o)n;!*'!« 1 rH''al5«!0. thiiit 
tlnUsi n (otii)iiiifiMi)iitti»'e f(lK»sii^^ tu4 ha^vM f<lire**'t j?ltij'^;diU"tii*')Sii ^xvei' tlKiiih' ibvuue, t v,'onld 
lliil:'-' 11 .18 1,11 »]i\tii^)i lit l»r)i(»-'fli iit* 

Tliiuit h^'Kln(f"atiie-)|ni;.d roj^'^riii h the **Veteratt!M (r>-^)'^.t-«»f=i!i'-.trnK'tiiMn ji'-^ay- 
i«i!ici)tt-; lim-f^hnif ii'M))hisi uf lui^fht^'^f e'd^i!i''ati)*'ilii)/^ sertiffin 4l!!<(^ of tatle X *d 
i *ii 11 hi )!(■■' Ijiiu i't'jl 'Uh, the ''^^■^^iHit'atioti usriendnu'^iitiri *'>»f 

"Hli"" Vc "IP ji»r«)t,tffi'tij«. authored hv Senat*)^r t "niriiMt*''t"ii fr*'^ni California 
|»f"«.^tr'tii ijts'elf to h^^ of I'^v^'^tit hHn^>fy t«* vet^.'raijs'i attotsi^hhitf ili!rtitliti^'>n'- 
Mif lint/.'Tiiir-'r (-••<Jiiiik-utiMn aiiid Mnh4aiii)t!alH" aided in the outr^^'tieh j<roeet"y 
*>if «i(!ifniri/i(i)iM;i;:' ^ ft-fej^JinM uf th^'ir ritihtM mnd h^^nelits nnd*^* the Uf hdh 

Siijirhi iM ih\r (r-Munnitsnoii)tt e*f KACVV nieniherddi* to this i.vortliwhih> 
1i*rH':iTat»a that the feillowit^;^ reL^^.»dutionM were pa^^sed: that ^^^^vt h^f^is;^ 
hiti^e K4FK'>rt lie tuade to hisiuro tlie eMntitined ihidhii.fr ^'^f WiP at no 
ie-H thiti th-:^ eoti,^ire'^--ionally at^thorheed h^'veh that the jn'>ienin* be 
e'^;t(.'ti!'iilHH4 vvith in«it>ahvd fnndln^^' and that eaeh eH^jtiUe- aj»plieant ii^ 
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stituition witli a student veteran popiilation be entitled to receive a. 
basic nunimiiiu entitlement regardless of veteran population of the 
institution.. 

I hope that the members of tliis committee will support this bene- 
ficial pro-am and will m-^e their colleagues to do the same. NACV 
hopes that this program will be funded beyond fiscal year 1976. 

There are presently more than 370,000 Vietnam-era veterans un- 
employed in this comitry. The percentage rate of uiiemployment for 
Vietnam veterans in the 20- to 24-year age group is better than 21 
percent. 

This is weU over the national average, while minority veterans 
Siilfer from depression-level imemploymenf. ; 

NACV iippluuds this committee and the Congi-ess ii§ a whole* for 
the fine employment legislation it has already passed — which I will 
not meiition — and for the strides Congress has taken to implement 
aflinnative action in the employment of disabled and Vietnam erit 
veterans. 

NACV looks liow to Congress to ihi^ure that the employers and em- 
ploying agencies comply with these laws. 

la conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I would like to leave this thought with' 
all of you, "Let us do as much for our Nation's veterans as we did 
recently for the Vietnam and Cambodian refugees.'' 

Mr. Chairman, this conchides my prepared statement. NACV 
stands ready to assist the Congress in any possible way to insure that 
our veterans receive equal treatment for equal service. 

Mr. WoLFT. Thank you very much for your statement. Mr. Wylie? 

Mr. Wyoe. I am not sure I got your position on the continuation 
of 'the educational benefits program. Did you* say something in here 
about that, whether it should or should not be continued? 

Mr. Gaiiajbino. NACV feels the program should be continued in its 
present form. 

Mr. Wyue. Of course, all veterans now sign up voluntarily. This 
should be included ? '^^ 
Mr. Garapino. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Wtue. On page 5, you mentioned a program called veter- 
ans instruction payments to institutions of higher education. This 
committee really does not have jurisdiction over that prog^ram as you 
probably are aware. 

I thiiik you would want to bring^ it up elsewhere, is that right ? 

You say in the next to the last statipment, let us do as much for our 
Nation's veterans as we did recently for the Vietnam and Cambodian 
refugees. Do you think we did more for them than we did for our 
vetet'ans^ 

Mr. Garatino. The feeling of NACV in terms of dollar amounts that 
had been in figures released in newspapers in terms of readjustment 
educational benefits to Vietnamese and Cambodian refugees is in a 
sense much more than the Vietnam-era veteran is today receiving. 

Mr. WroE. I will have to take a look at that but I do not see how 
that could be possible. It is more of a one-stop move. 

Mr. Wolff. It was $360 million that we gave to them. 

Mr. WviiiE. Did that help the Vietnam veteran? 

Mr. WotifF. No, I did not say tliat, rather it was to. help the Viet-* 
namese. 
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W vuu. I ttieunt the veteran of the Vietnam war and the Vietnam 
aiid CiUiibadian refugees. 

Mr. Wou^F. 1 iuade reference to the fact that we had to give the 
retugees assistance in a variety uf forms in a variety of programs. 

iVli\ W^xiK. But that is very little assistance to the Vietnam I'efui^ee 
m the United Stales today. 

All*. W'oLi-F. 1 am going to look at some of those camps, and I will tell 
you better when I ;L?et back. 

Mr. Wvuii. I think you ai-e comparing apples to oranges, tliat is all 
I am saying. We appreeiate your statement. 

Air. WuU'F. We wiU now hear a brief statement by Congressman 
yi^k of California. 

Si'AlEMENr OK HuN. B. F. SiHK, REPUEfcJtJNTATlVE IN CuXUKliHti FfiOil THE StATE 

OF CALiioltiNlA 

f r^^^' J^^^^"^"**A"- I apprwlatf tliis uiipurtunity tu adOreSH tlttf »SuU-«miiiiIttee on 
U K, f<40i). Ifgisslatiua uf vital sij^iiitiaiuw our Vietnam Kra veterans from everv 
SK-^tor uf the cuuutry. The provMuUS uf Section lirlJ uf tbe bill. exteU(tiug the 
niaxiiaum etlueatiuiial beiietits under eliapter 34 to furty-tlve mouths, in ^iimil'ur tu 
Ife^dyl^tiuu 1 intruduifti un .Marcli 3, lUTo. Hit 41011 

I vuted fur tinal pa.s.sairf of the \ eteraaa* Kdiuatiun and Rebabilitatinn Amend- 
ments uf 1^74 rPnblic Law i>3-.*H)Su because tht^ benetit increases autburlzed in 
tbr- meastirt^ were urgently uetHled. but t disapproved uf tlie provisiutt extending 
m;i3Cinium entitleuient under chapter 34 tu 4o ulunths. because the month exteu- 
.siun cuuld be used unly in pursuit uf inidergraduate study. Pret^umabiy this 
restdctiun uas designed as an e<,onomy muve» but I understand that in the few 
shMit niuntlis ^f Its cxit^teuce. it hay pruVcn costly as w^l as iuequitabie. a^ it 
tends tu reward the less Cunscieutious veteran ur the veteriui jivitli uncertain 
ruiver goals. Certainly if a veteran has suliicient i(ualifying active duty he sliuuld 
be permitted tu Use his entitlement for Undergraduate ur graduate study. 

I have nu objectiun tu the setting uf a teindnatit'u date fur educati«aull benefits 
under ctiapters 34 and pruviding thnse who recently enlisted with tbe under- 
standing, if not tlie written promise, that tlieir Service wnuld ^qualify them for 
or educational benefits, will su liualify. if their subsequent release frum active 
duty is under cundltiMUS uther tlian dishi'tiurabJe. lik this c<«unectiun. I wuiild 
rect»nuuend that tbe terndnatiuu date established tu H.K. SlUO be changed frum 
S^et»teniber 1. l*JTr* t»» Xi>vember 1. lUlTt. 

Mr. Chainimu. may I again e:rpress my support for tliis legislation an^ urge 
it be favorably repurted to the full cummltteM at the earliest i<oSsible date. 

Mr. Wi iLj K Tliank you very much. Mr. Nolan, wlio is nnr next wit- 
iiess, we have just irotten a call on tbe veto override of the Itealth bene- 
tity proirrum, aiul 1 am wnntlerinti: Avhether or not yon would like to tile 
y«ujr st:iteniciit ur like to liave us come buck here after the vota? 

Mr. X« »LAisr. Am 1 tlie only remaining witness ^ 

Mr. AVou-'F. Yes^> sir. 

Mr. X«u^\N. I would be content to file my statement with y^ou, 
Mr. AVoLt'F. We thank you very much for your lielp and consider- 
ation. 

[Mr. Mohurci statement follows:] 

Si vrbitBNr ov Kobhut W. NTolan. Nation al Exec otivk Sec«etahy. Flelt Kkseuve 

' AsisocrATioiv^ 

iNTKoot^ertoN 

Mr dial r mail aud uiembers of this ilistiamilsbetl C«»muiittee. 

I aiM Uribert W. Noluu. National Executive Secretary of the Fleet Reserve 
AssiN iatioii. Tbe FHX is a l areer service organization o«UiU>i.rsed of ll»4.122 active 
duty aud retired career enlisted persounel. aud ciiujuiissioned olficers with |iri«»r 
HuUsted Service, of tlie United States Navy. Marine Corps and <*oast OuiirU. As 
a retired Navy Chief Petty Officer, it is my privileg«i to present lay Shipmates* 
views on tlie subjects yuu are considering tudaj'. 
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txttmion jor kducatioi* BEirmTS 

The Fleet Reserve Association supi>ortH tlie extensioji of maximum education 
tieuetits from tliirty-six to fort5**tive months. iJueh an extension will a*iure vet- 
vruiiij of the opi>urt unity to eomplete their edueatiun and earn their degrees. The 
<loverunieiit*8 costs in providing tlie education benefits uf the World War II and 
Korean tf,l. bills ba\ e iiruven to be, * 'bread cast upon the waters'*. Veterans* edu- 
cation has contributed >iguiticuutly to our nation*?* economy and has increased the 
liuvernuient's revenue* 
■J 

fc^miJfO A JfEW TEKHI^'ATION DATE FOR VETERANS* EDUCATIONAL BENOITS 

Now tliut we are at i>eace. we can apjjreciate the need to terminate veterans* 
wartime benelits. However, care must be exercised in es*fablishuig a uew^ termina- 
tion date for education beuetits So as not to discriminate against career members 
ot the Armed l^orces who are also veterans, 

.Section 10t5:!iu I off'i'hupter :54. Title United States Code states : 

•M a) No educatioiml assistaiice shadl be afforded an eligible veteran under 
this chapter beyond the date lu years after his last discharge or release from 
active duty after Jtj unary ril, 15i55.** 
I have supplied the underlining because this phra^je comprises, the key w^ords* 
l iiaeiHltbis language, the ndlitury careerist may receive educational beuetitii 
following transfer to the Fleet UeServe or actuifl retirement. 

The Fleet Keserve Association cuntend^ that the military careerist who quali- 
fies as a wartime veteran is entitled to receive the same veteran*s benetits as do 
tU»»f-e veterans who di» not pursue a military mreer. Indeed, the military careerist 
is usualiy a veteran of at least two armed conflicts. He has every right to exi>ect 
tho optjurtunlty to pursue his formal education inuler tlie O.L bill provisions iu»oU 
the coinitletion of his udlltary career as those who serte a lesser period of mili- 
tary service* 

If his veterans benetW^ are abrogated, it eouUl well give our career jiersonnel 
cause for c«*ticcrn as l?o whi*ther they should continue their military careers, i^uch 
a breach of faith is not a iirm foundation un which to build the deSi/ed All Vol- 
unteer force. . 

Therefore* Mr. Chairman we ri^iiectfully re«iuest that the action this Committee 
takes and recommends tt« the Congress truly protects the veteran's edncatioual 
beneUts of thosse careoR military personnel who were ^^er\1ug on active duty in 
our nation's Armed Forces prior to the effective date of any amending legislation. 

coNCi:,nsn.»» 

The members of the Fleet tteserve Association appreciate tlie «'pi jortuni ty to 
|.r^si-tjt their views to you today. We resr>ect our reiiresentative f'irm of govern- 
ui* nt That is why we iimuX the ujujor p*jrtion of oui* adult livys to protect it. On 
behalf of uiy 1114 J^iK^hipmates. I thank yoiu Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ni U.AN. ThuVik von verv riiucli for tlie opporttinity. 

Mr. Wtnj'F. We will keep tlie record open for statements until 
July 1 would like to sav that I appreciate the stufements^ made by 
all 'people hVre todav in favor of this le|Drislation and especially of the 
tftvat concern of organizations and individuals who appeared here 

todav. ^ ^ ' ♦ t ^ 11 

Wt» hope that we will have the bill ready soon and reports it to tlie full 

eoniinittee. 

As of now. the subcornniittee stands adjourned. 
1 Wliereupon, the subcommittee adjourned at 11 :4l a.m.] 
The f ollowiuix statements were received after the hearing and placed 
in the record as directed. 

Tt^l tMO^Y RY THE AMmCAN ASSCM fATIdN' OK StAI'E COhtmm AuND TTNtt'lCHSmEd 
ANn TKE AJktElUCAN AsSOCIATIOrf OF COMMUNnY AND JumOB COtUCOES 

Ur Chairuian and ^lembers of the Subcommittee, this statement on C.L edu- 
.♦ati^'nal benetits Is subnutteil on l»ehalf of tlie American Association of sState C 
le^,'es and Universities i AABCU ) and the American Atssociation of Community 
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aail Junior CoUogei (AACJC). th^ two- iUk4iocidtioi»i Imv^lu their member Iniiti- 
tutioiia more tliaii oue-iiaif of all tmderijruduate coUtge student* and over one- 
•^ir*.^ veterami currently rmiring eaucAtiouttl beneilts. AA«CU and AACJO 
jjwratuUomj are ¥ery tpiwredaUve ot tiie action tliiH subcommittee lia^ taken over 
tne J eikni to providtt educatiun t>eneflt*for American tetta-aud* 

Umnyr tot tlie record, we would like to offer for your conblderation tlie views, 
of our member imititutiun* un this iirogram. 

1 i^upport the exttmiion of eatitiew^nti of eductUoma aisiitance 
J»enent8 f rum Jtt tu 4o munthu. 1^'ortunately, thli ettemiion wa8 included in the law. 
Unfortunately, a restriction was put on this extension, aUowing the additional 
tone munths tu only '*he uUlised In pursuit of a program of education leSdlng to a 
standard undergraduate cullege degree/* The members of ihls Committee are very 
UmUiar wltlx the many reasons for the removal of this restriction : the.extended 
time needed to attain a degree due to outside-schvol emi)loyment, the shortage of 
Cmlit hours needed for a degree after a four year fuU course curriculum, the 
education necessary to be minimally ci>mpetitive in toUay's job market, the fact 
that no such restriction was ever placed on earlier veteran's programs, etc. We 
feel^at the veterans, as long as they are entitled to this beneHt. should be able to 
use It rt^gardless of what their program might be or for which degree they may be 
working on. There should be no discrimination between graduate or undergradu- 
ate degrees, nor should there be a retjulrement that the veteran be enrolled in an 
IwrtltuUon at the time he requests tife extension. We urge that legislation 
reimrted favorably H>ut of committee as Iroon as jM)ssibie t<> remove this mijust 
rc^trictloni ^ ^ ^ 

Our member institutions support the continuatioh of educational benefits for 
young men and women volmueerlng for mUitary service. The best answer to this 
may be found in Chapter 34. education benefits. Subchapter I, which states the 
purpose of the law% This Siubchapter gives four reasons why **the Congress 
dechires * that the bill is necessary* one is read justmeiit and lost opportunities. 
Another is ^'enhancing and making more attractive i^ervlce in the Armed ITorces^V 
another is "extending the benefits of a higher education to ^ualltted and deserving 
young persons who might otherwise not be able to aftord such an educaUon**^ 
. i emphasis added)* ' - 

We think those of us who support continuation should stress our belief that 
the 0.1. Bill continues to be a way In Which a great many young iwiile. many 
from iower»hicome and minority families, may have a. chance they otherwise 
would not have for further education. This is especially true in a recession, which 
has greatly lncreaj>ea the enlistment of high school graduates. The armed serv ices 
have wanted the O.L Bill as a recruitment device, esifeclally for higher ablUty 
l)eople. and feel they would lose a lot of these people without It. It Is also used for 
education and ui)gradlng iciihin the armed forces. becau*<e military tiersonnel may 
use it aftesr 180 days of service. 

The comparison w ith post-World War II veterans beneilts Ignores the signifi- 
cantly different characteristics of current O J- Bill users as compared with those 
of the general student rK>pulaUom According to a si»eclal analvsls In the 1074 
American CouncU on Education CACB) survey of tet time* full-time students. 
*'The Vietnam iCra Veteran Enters College*' (ACE. Ofllce of Iteseardi, 1072K vet- 
erans tend^to Itave poorer high school academic records than male non-veterans, 
apttd lower educational aspirations ui>on entrance to c^jllege. 

Veterans express less concern about tlnanclng their education than their fre.sh- 
man i)eers, Indicating the Importance of their O. I. bcnelits* Veterans also plan 
business or technleal majors and careers more than other male freshmen, and 
are less Ukely to be planning professional careers. Veterans' iusUtutlonal decl* 
slons are more likely to be based on proximity to home, or Siiecial educational 
programsrand less on ln.stItutional reputation than other nmle freslunen* The 
factors'in cho<j8lng an institution are quite different for a IT-^yearold high school 
student than lor a veteran In his mid-20s vt ho Is more likely to have family or 
financial responsibilities less mobility, and a desire to acquire a marketable skill 
in the shortest time possible. 5*urthermore, our colleges have made special 
efforts to accommodate veterans and their sijcclal ncc*ds* are more likely to accept 
veterans urmn discharge at any time of year, and do not reciulre applications 
far in advance. 

In addition to the broad social objectives discussed above, the role which the 
O. I. Bill continues to play in th^alntenanCe of our military e^^tabllshment*s 
strength should be considered. According to receat figures released by the De- 
partment of Defense, all of the armed services are presently adequately meet* 
lag enlistment quotas for an all^olunteer forcci However, and qnlte pertinent te 
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the iMitm* a «ttmy cojoaiictwl hf thm Amy Teittof Styrfice UmI September re* 
vealiMl tUat oiW[ ot every four iocUvldaml* twttd 4udk»ated he would oot hare 
ifiiliiited hud it nut been loi^e airaUahlUty^f L educational beneHts. Whea 
the:*e s*er\iceiaea Avure anlted to liat their three muat iuiportaiit reaions for 
juliiiuij the seryke, 50 liertent libted pwytniervlce edtteational beueflti. Also, the 
l>ei»urtmeiit of JJefenie in national advtrtiBlDg ha« UMed the 0:1, Bill as a recruit- 
itig tool aiid reeeutly tstated educatiuual benefits are imiiurtunt to reeruitint. 

Moreover, it ha» beeu i^ov^n that for eyety dolhir np^nt on the O. h Bill id 
\ tm»t three dollars have retutned to the Ooyemment in the form of higher taxes 
l»aid by those with higher edueation. 

Therefore, ^8CU and AACJC believe that the country has been ahd SviU be 
ijerved be«t by lirovidlng edjacatlonal henellta for our ydoug jHsople who are now; 
volunteerlD^ fcrr military service, 

Thank you for your c*oh»lderation ot our views. If you hare any guestioos 
^bout our 1 iewsr, we would be glad to answer them for yuu* 

^ SxAxeMKNT im tuE NoNcoMMiBsiosfcu OmctuB AsaoctATioS 

Mr* Chairman and distiuguifcjhed members of the subcommittee, the Kon- 
Commisaiuned Officercj A4«oelation uf the tl8A (NGOA) represents the largeirt: 
iseguient of active duty mlUtarj* enlisted i^eriwnnel of alt duasl-mllitary organixa- 
tlotts. pf u memberBhip in exeesa of 150*000» nearly 85 percent are edrrently 
Serving the Nation in tije Army* Navy, Marine Corpn, Air Furce, and Cotirt: 
Guard* 

In their behalf, the AsBoelaf ion must opi*o»e the Administration's proposal to 
eliminate veterans* eiiucatlon benetits for persons entering the Armed Forces 
on ur after July 1, 1975, and to reduce the entlUement i»eriod for thoae now 
J!*erving on active duty* * 

In presenting it» caate. the Association must offer first a background of action 
that has led to erosions of benefits for military i^ersounel. particularly enlisted 
memberfij, 8inco the end^f the Vietnam confiict Secondly, the all volunteer force 
concept sihould be eouMidered, idug the lmi>act the enactment of this legislative 
pruiM>sal will bate on the recruitment and retention of military pertionnel* 

Htnce the tr*a witlidrawal from Southeast Asia. Congress step by step ha» 
reduced or termhiated many of the benefits* itay* and ailowancea ot ojir military 
lierstiunei. Hardesit hit have been active duty enlisted memberj^ of the Armed 
li'orces* For example r 

AuJtumatie reeniistment bonuses were terminated by Public Law^-277. 

Iteenlistment travel iieyments termitsated, siiedalty dud proficiency ijayments 
reduced and to be terminated by 1^76, unused leave iiaymeuts curtailed and 
€i lAMPUS fundings for deiicndents reduced, all by Public Law 

l*ay luereases reduced i^v Public Law 03-410 curtailing future retired pay 
nmounting to thousand?* of dollars fui each member* 

Cumpulsor>^ cojitrlbutlons to Soldiers* and Airmen*?f Home, although small; 
in* reaped. , ^ . 

Ten^ of thou^^ands of regular enlistetl membetsr denied reenlt^tment after serv- 
ing honorably for five but less than 20 years of cofitinubus a<?tive duty without 
anv remuneration from a Nation they served so welU And more separations 
planned for tlie future and Jitill no entitlement to mjverance or readjustment pay* 

Kach 8te!) noteil above and others. i»lus future threats of further erosion, liave 
and are i^haklng tlie very foundation of the mllitAry forces* Morale and discipline 
are buffering. Just recently* there have been strong rumotis that many of Our mili- 
tary i»ersonnel are considering the neeesslty of nniona to protect them from fur- 
tiier losses lu i>ay, allowances, and benefits promised to them upon entry or 
roenjlstnient. ^ . ^ * ^ 

Almost ev^ry reeruitlng pamphlet offer* extensive benefits for tho»e chootlBg 
to enlist or reenlist in one ctf the Armed Forces. , ^ 

A Marine Corps publication* *»The 200th Y^r— Kngaj^ement Cal^Midar and High 
Bchotd Counselors Otdde--1074«7r; School Year" reads: Veterans Educational 
A8^«istance (In-service 01 Bill) This program enable active-duty Marine* to 
ree«4ve payment from the Veterans Admlnlatratlon for relmburatraent for money 
paid to civilian educati<mal institutions f or VA-approT€d education. Thi» assist- 
ance Is a monthly rate and varieit with the number of course* available*" 

In vet another publication. *n:ijere*s a Way to Help Others while Ton Help 
Yourself/' dlstHbutPd bv the V.H. Coast Guard, It states: **Tou get all the b^eflta 
of the GI BlU*-benefita like mon^y for edtjcatlon and guaranteed loans for buy^ 
Ing a home;" 
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^tt^^t^ am "imiillud euutraetual*' beniilltii tLat liuve beeji promlsijd. Certuijilv uf 
; tiie j^yveraiueut ttiiuuld keep iia word tu UiUtie it selects tu tjei vm uur Natiuii. 
AJid let us uut forget that tiie AHA uiuuteer Furce euueept, again a euairreis* 
«iuiiux edict, huH uut yet pruveii itseit Vulunteer8 are joiuiug, tbi8 is true, but the 
reci^^iou that iiais caused hiijh uiieaiplu>iiieut muy very wvU be the key taetor iu 
lueetiijg recruiting guala *jt recent munths. What will hain»i*li when and it eniiiluy* 
nient increabes may be anuther ytury* 

Uu the upiHi^iite wide, the ci\iiiaii unean.luynient climate dues not aniiear t.n 
any survey conducted by the Armed Forces as the inimary reason for chousing 
an eiilistment in the mmtar>. Education and skill training have been the toi> 
incentives. * 

^T.^^'iH^ .^"^ ^\ dlsuia>ear. along with reduced civilian unemployment, the 
ACUA believes it will have a must wtartling effect on recruitment* 

Aiid too. it the eligibiUty i>t*riod is shortened tor those who are now serving 
on active duty, many exi^erienced and highly skilleU young ollicers, and non» 
commissioned and iietty ulllcers wUl cut their military careers short in order 
to take advantage uf VA education benetits* 

The Vietnam Conilict is over, but the battles ate still being fought. Just some 
months ago our ndlitary units and personnel uere involved in hostile acts in 
eyaeuaUons coniiucted in Cambodia and fc?outh Vietnam, And what about the 
Mayaguez inciUentV In every case our milltai^- jausonnel suffered injuries ami 
even death. Do we dare say that there will be no further danger to the men 
and wouien who are or will be sen ing the Nation V 

Kariler it was nuted that Congress has already taken much from our military 
personnek Millions uf dollars have been saved hy the legislative actioUM lima. 
and biilions of dollars will l»e saved in the future. Therefore, the NCuA' taauot 
support further erosion to the beuetits promised our active members of the 
Armed Forces, 

To eliminate the education benellts for future soldier^^, sailors. Murines, air- 
men* and Coast Guardsmen, and to furtlier eytablisU a time limit on those benelits 
for t»ersous now serving, may be pemiy-wise and dollar foolish. 

Tlie NCOA tirmly believes such actiuns will have a disastrous elTei t on recruit- 
tuent and retention. As such, more ai^propriatious will have to be silent for 
recruiting purposes ami fur 'training replacenients for tliMsc who leave the serv- 
ices early in order to take udvantage of their etlucatiMu beuetlts. 

The Associatiun urges the members of thi^ diNtimjulshed Hubcoinuilttee U» 
weigh the tlnaaciai Imhulance that c»iuld be Iirini5;bt mu by the eilmirmtiun and 
restriction of education beaefltN, and to cuaslder the t^ttect It will have on niorale. 
recrnitnient. and retention, i Uice tb»'><e probable detriments have been evaluated, 
the NCOA believes the inoposal will be rejected. 

Thank yuu. 

8fArEM£NT BY UON. Cum8Tol*irKR J. TIOIjU. A litl^Ul SKNTATIVE tN Com&tHB FltUM 
TlfE SrATK UK CoNMi. fli t^r 

I appreciate this opiM>rt«nity ot express my suppoit ff»r the )>r»^vislon in tlAt 
84CiO. e!tteading educatlMual benelltN to a aiaxirunm 4r» months for eligible 
veterans to ^ Mmplete undergraduate and jirraduatM ae^:ree work. 

This ahie month addition »*f entitlement fMr ^rradnat*' work would help to 
pr«ivlde a complete educational experience for all «iuaHl}ed veterans. \ 

In America t^wlay. an undergraduate de|{ree;*uidcli th^ j»reseut benefits eovMr. 
WMidd UMt .jualifv a veteran for eomparabb' t.< th^so attainable Py thn 
World War II vi teritn with the saaiH edticatlon. Graduate degrees have become 
n basic ijiaillHcatii*n for a creat nume of Ji»bs. 

Pres»Hit i ntUlenients provide 45 naaiths of benrfltM to tlie veteran who mus^t 
take time to caln an under^radtmte de^rrne if a vet<Mran ;rradnfiteM in the n»*rnml 
3** Uionth T^*rioii, then all benefits that might have been received for an extended 
underiu'raduate t^roerranL are forf»«f ted- 
There Is no jn^Htk atlMU for allow Ine some veterans 45 months *J{ edui'atb)*nal 
ben^f^tsi. white llmltlucr othen< to tw^nefiti* for 3<t months 

If th^ limit on Inmefits It to 4n months, then it f^honM inelud^ nn unro* 
^trfeted entltUnnent ti> everts veti»ran. Iia^ludlne those In crnduate j^-ehonl. 

Tht^ present r<olley advoeate^i tuie<|n«d l*en#»flts for erpml service, Tlie veteniti^a, 
K*tTi tinderc^radu^ite find eradnate alike, deserve the same amount of benetlts 
ti^card'e^sj of nejiiletnle achievement, 

I urge the committee to grant tliese benents to ^rraduate students. 
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HrsTtumv of Hon. Kobekt A. Hoe, a Kepiesentativt w Cokohebs Fkom tue 

1, Robi^rt A» Eue» Member uf Congress^ Eighth Bistrlet. State of New Jersey, 
am privileged and liuiiured to have tbi** uiii^urtuuity tu subaiit tids statemeiit oi 
iieed la ftUiipurt of UM. 84u0 wblcU is very similar to legi^jlatiuu whieb I iAtrO' 
dueed CHJi iu that It iiruvides a termluutiuu date of August 31, li>8i> fur 
veterau*ti edaeutiuiml beuefltn uuder ebuiitf rs o4 and 'M uf title iSb, au exteusilon of 
laa^^lmuiii edueatiuual btiuelity tu f urty*ilve uiuutb^ under chapter 34 uf 8ueb tiU^% 
plus autburlzutiuii tu participate lu an. edueatluual prugraui wbleb leads to au 
uuder graduate eulk-ge ur graduate degree* 

yimt of all. I aw gratllied by the idue-iuuutb exleusiou uf the eiititleuieiit 
][K?rlod f rum the present 3G-muutb i period tu 45'Uiouths becausu It Imiiruveij t:^lguih- 
eautly the uvurall educatiunal assistance prugram fur our veterans* 

Thlj%nc'W provision will aid veterans taking reduced cretllt scheduler, or force*! 
to work, ur hauitiered by feecbnicalitleH or admlnlstrati\e delays to complete 
their degrees and meet today's demands fur higher education established by em* 
ployer«. liecnshig buards and prufessionul certUIcatlun re«iulrenieuts, 'This nine- 
month extension will eouie at a crucial stage in life for uuiny vetcraiis who might 
suffer grievuus injury if not allowed to conclude work on a graduate degree* 

^furthermore* the gross inequities of tlie^jaccalaurcate restriction are remuvt*d, 
Begluulng with the 01 bill of World WarTtl and followed by the Korean*conllict 
01 bill* there was no restriction as to the level of training fur which educational 
assistance was to be used. The present restriction^ is dlscrindnatory In that over 
'^K'v of the Vict Nam veterans had one ur mure years uf cullege su could not use 
the full entitlement. Many of mr young veterans are uaempluyeil tiecause of our 
current, severe cconomk' rc^ccsslon.* «o the need for advanced degrec^s tu cimble 
veterans to be comj»etltlve in a j*ib market which iucreasiiigl> reiiuires a master s 
degree rather than just a bachelor's dcgri-e is clt^arly Illustrated. This gnowlng 
trend was reported Uist year by the t*arnegie Commlssb»n on Higher Miicatlon. 

Claims that the prj^t^irscd i^rograms are liillationary slmiily will not hold ui» 
when considered from the poiiit of view uf return on investment, llic Veterans 
Admini«tratiou described the World War II GI bill as the "best Investment in 
American history'** i\ccording' to estimates by the Internal Kevenue Service* the 
$U billion that we invested in the World W*ar II OI tdll was returned six titm H 
over iu Im reased tax revenues. We could use that kind of econ»*mic Input tmlay. 
However, the economic and s«»eial contributions to be nmde by the veterans edu- 
cated under the current program cc^nnot be measured. 

Mr. <niair«ian and Members of this ^ubeommlttee, we will ill repay the srrcat 
I)er8onal flterlfiees of uur youth during the Viet Nam War If Ave allow them to 
receive educational benetits lesser in seui^e than th»»se a grateful nation bt*stowcd 
tiV^on the sunlVors of World War II an!L the Korean conlli* t. Afford these 
yu\nfl meii and %vomeu e^iual btmetlts for tAwml service. Through ymr Judgment 
an^i\n*rthrlght action you can restore to our y^ung veteratis the oi»j»*^i*tu"Jtles and 
full Wnefits uf higher education, so that they uniy enjoy a better life untl coj^ 
tribute tn greater mennure t»» the future growth. prnsiH^rity and security Mf this 
i*r»*at ii\tlon for w hirh they have fouuht. I most ^tronely urge you to recommend 
fftvorat^rV to the full C»>mudtti*o and to the House the legislation before you. 
Thank yf?i«. V^-<:* 

STATEMCjjtr or Hox W^illiam \x Voutk Ur:mr»risiTxnvt Co^mtss taou tuc 

State or Miciiioan 

Mr Chalnnan. distlnsrulshed iMembers of the t:?nbcomndttee. I appret^iate Imvitm 
the opi>ort unity to appear bef/>re your Subcounnlttee to express my support for 
legislation which Is «*f great tmportauce to Mur veterana 

Thi^i bllh B it 5806. which I liave eo si**>n8ored and seek your support for. does 
two things. First, it exterrds veterans education t«»neflts friau 30 months to 45 
montlis and set*ond. It increases the rate of aecnied U*neflts available to veterans. 

Prl*sentlv veterant^ receive HO months of educatlotutl benefits which enable theiii 
to tH^»mplete 8tudle8 at the undersrraduate level of college, lids legislation w ould 
extend those Ifeneftts for an addlttonnl f» months so veterans may also imrsue 
graduate mid tmtt;raduat<? studies. As this Committee can remendien the exten- 
ftloii fur edueatloa benefits up to 45 months under the G I. BUI was lneiudc*d In' the 
original House bill H.A* 1261*8 <PL 03-508). rnfortunateW when this bill wiis 
sent back to conference* tlie extension was amended to Include only undergradu- 
ate students. 



- im M»5 would eom^i tUU amsltht Without tiii» blU» the 1«w ^ouia (miy 
i?re&te uti iueenave for a vetegrtu to cjontlnuehi^unaerfraduatd btudy and wuuld 
igtto^ tli0 nteraus who wished to pursue graduate and pui»tf raduate «tudi*f«n* 

^« legUlatiOft would rem^r aflother uufortunate clrcumntance 
Xhe itroUlem X am referrlog to 1* th^ ynmtii liK-tiuitahle treatment of teteratig 
wiio j»emHlli*«a than 18 monthg of aetlve duty* Many timw a wenice luau^i* term 
of duty i% terminated early* hefore 18 months, bocause of over stafflnif, admla* 
istratlire reasons and wounda or injur!i»». Thla Wat a commou oecurrent*e during 
thi* country » fighting in Boutheaiit Aaia, ]l?*or example* u Vft('ran who wa« 
wounded and dltK'Uargvd after IT mouthg of honorable serrlcts would recelte 
benenta for only irti months, that It a rate of one and one-half montht of t>enefltt 
for every month he terved. On the other hand a veterah who terted a full 18 
moptht would recelte 45 montht of benellta for etery month he aerved» 

This allotment of two and oni^-half montht of ben^Utt |>er month of tfervlco 
to all teterant, with a maximom of 45 montht of bcn^fltt for honorable tetvioe, 
it certainly Juttillt»d* tiuee a toldier cannot control his dcgtlny. 

1 thank Hie committee for Itt time tind I ttrongly urge Itt dlstinguithed mem- 
l>ert to include thlt bill at part of the veterant legltlatlon It it now coutlderln^c 

Thank you* 

COJIOtfttOrTilJCUrttTKUBTATICt* * 
^ lloUtB OF litPtifctKKTAtiVEa, 

Hon. Otiif B TKAQvt, 

Chmrmdn, i^Htrvommiitee m Education and Tratninp, CommiUoe on Vetctxm^' 
Affaiti, Bou$e of JRepretentanve$, Waihtngion, X>*0. 

Mr» CHAiaHAjr : 1 would like to ^xprctt my tupport of the protltlon of H.R. 
4806 which would amend the QX BUI of IDducatlon by rmotlng the restriction 
•on the d-montU extentlon of veterans eduaition beneiita.* allowing all pertont 
eligible for the prog ramt uiider Chapter ^4 elf TlUe BB of the United Statet Code 
to receive 45 montht of atwittance. 

Currently* the 0-month extension It ai>i>llt*able only to Tetcrant in undergradu* 
ate h*rel programs. While thit cxtontlon of eligibility for undergraduatet it 
certainly a boost to the program, it «topi thort of a full meature of needed relief, 

I am particularly concerned with graduate ttudentt and ttudcntt in profew* 
slonaV programs who tre being faced with the tiding cost of Utlng and of wluca* 
tlon* and who utually find it extremely dlfllcult to supplement their incomei^ with 
outride employment "due to \hi5 demanding nature of tholr studiot. Blany of th^ 
ttudcntt hare bet-n forced to ditcontinue their educations beeaute their benefltt 
havo expircHl prior to completion of their program, and other attlstane^ It In* 
creaBingly hard to come by In thit timo of econohilc uncertainty* 

All %ererang ^^hould bc^ given the tame opi^iirtunity to advance tlicmselvet 
and to iiUr?*uo tlic^ program of their choice Mf\i as fe^v imfK^diments as i^o^itiblc* 
Therefore* t urge the Subcommittee to act favorably on thlt provision: 

BtAtmt^t or Hoit. FoatftKr ^t\m\ ttn., a tltPnzBa<it\mt m CO?foa£t« :FR6>t 
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^tr. Chairman. I appreciate the opportunity to te§Hfy lH»for^ tblt«ubcommitt^* 
on legislation concerning veterans' ^ucatioual attistance program^, 1 understand 
that the subcommittee ha^ before it bills whldi call for tlie termination of vet* 
<frans* edneatlonat benefit programs. 

t wish to stato timt t jutrongly oppose the termination of veteran** educational 
pMtsratii?*. llicse bcnr^flts ^icrve to t»rovtd<^ editcationat opt^rtunitfc'* for many 
Indiviatmlt who would n»>t otherwl^je lio able to afford them. Tli^nigh t am not 
tt^uttllt krtOw*n for espousing the military* 1 wootd lilto to tMnt out that tld^ pro* 
Stam does provide good Incentlvct for an individual to Join the new Totuntetr 
arm^^ 

It it intere*it!n^r tn listen to proi>*inent^i of the terminatlmi argue that thlA Is 
t^tricHc a war time l^eneilt and sh<'Uld be halttnl when he IW. in no engage<l In 
hostilities T w ould note however* that ther^ have been rmly three years slnr»e IfrtO 
during whkli veterans were not entftlett to edncatlAnai aSMtstanc^— regardless Of 
^^hether we were at w ar or at peace, t see- no reason why tlil^ iH^ne^cfal pwgram 
should now suddenly t)e dtMcontlaned— reversing cfuf long he!d position that Olt 
should be eligible for educational benefits* 
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Ut. ChMimtLtn, I ttrr mnch l)Op# jou wiU not tercQltutu thttt btnillti* On tli# 
cototmiy, I irould liojie that the ComMttee wiU coniader byrotdttiiof aad etimnd- 
inr tlie tHemm' edocatlonal profram to rt^meilr certinaln^ulUeii preaentl/ lu It. 

Hpedllcallr. I woQld Uke to cottuaent on two propoiod tenilo«ji to tUe Vtterani 
edttcatletutl ai«istaiice pfogram. Thtae revlilouii are eacompaaiNbd la 04N^ 
one of the t>ill» b^ore you today, and one which I hare mponiored. 

On« mtdtd tttfjtm in this meaaurci would iocreajso the veterans* educational 
allowance period ttm. thirty-tlx to fortj^-Hfe month** Curr^itlr, veterans wha 
bate served at iMtt eighteen month* of active duty slnoe January ZU 1005 are 
entitled to thlrtynibt roonthi of educational benefita. This asaiaUnee nmy bt mtd 
for noderftadtaite work, g radnata woj*. or both* In addition, all veterans v(?ho 
ar# unable to complete their undergraduate degree In the thirty-six months are 
ellglb)a for a nine month extension to do ao. Ttda extension does not» however* 
apply towatda graduate atudlet* Our bill would entitle aU veterana with eighteen 
month* of active duty to the fuU f orty-five month* of educational assistance for 
either undergraduate, graduate work, or a combination* 

Mr. i.1ialrmatt» t believe that the current system tend* to encourage veterans to 
prolofig their undergraduate studies to take full advantage of the benaAU avail- 
able to them. Meanwhile* those wbhing to excel and go Into graduate work are 
discouraged from doing so becauite their aseistanee will not be a» exteinalve. This 
new plan will erase this ineiiuity and pruvlde benefit* equally to our well- 
deaenrlng veterans. 

The second provi^ilon of this bill which I would like to comment cai woulil 
increase the amount of edu<'atlonal benefits available to those veterans who 
aenred lesa than tl*hteen month* of active duty slhce January 3l» 196k$. Cur<^ 
rently such a veteran receiver one and a half months of educational assistunce 
for each month of active duty Jierved* The new measure would increase the 
benefit to two and a half month* iK*r month of active duty. This method. Mr* 
Chairman, api>ear* to be mudA more equitable* Take, for example, the case of 
a serviceperaott who i* injured and relieved from active duty after aeventeen 
month** Thla person would presently teccive only twenty*flve and a half month* 
of educational assistance a* compared with forty five for serving eighteen 
montlis on active duty. 1 tlilnk it Id wrong that right now one Short month 
of serviee can mean a. dlfterenoe of nineteen and a half month* in educational 
assistance* 

Mr* Chairman, I believe that the**e two provision* will e<luall*e the veterans^ 
educational benefit system so that all of our *erviceiieo|ile receive the assistance 
they have m Justiftediy earned* 1 urge you to give your approval to these im* ' 
portant provisions. Thank you. 

Si AiKMisjfiT oar Hosi* KowAan I. Kociu a UtrmtsiTAtAx tn CoHfiina irmu tn% 

SrATKorNfiw YonK 

Mr« Chalman^ I appreciate the opportunity to present^ this statement to the 
aubcommlttee^ 

t am ci>*«tH>nj^tiiig mt #550, a t>lll Introduced by Cungrcssmatt lister Wolff, 
vthlch seek* to correct certain incnultlt* In veterans* educational entitlement 
benefits created by la»t year»* Veterans iJducatlon amendment** included In the 
Vietnam Era %^toran* Iteadjustment Aasi^^tance Act of W4. A*, my ct»lloague* 
will recall* this Act extended from 30 to 4& months the period of educational 
entitlement benefit* for veterans* but restricted use of this extension ouly to 
those veteran* who were in pursuit of an undergraduate degree, UM. 7S50 
would eHmlnate this artificial restriction to entitle veteran* pursuing graduate 
degree* to the same 45 month* a* those in tuidergraduate programs* 4 

I am «upi>ortinff thl* bill for several reason* which 1 fc^el the Cummtttee shonl^ 
take into consideration in it* deliberation*, mnt mmtitism veterana* entitle* 
ment for both graduate and undergraduate eduoatlc»«* follow a the precedent set 
by the orlgtnal 01 Bill and aU subsequent bill* gave the one passed lagt year. 
From the first Ot BUI* no differentiation wa* made between the entitlement 
benefits attowed to a vefera^ pursuing a groduate degree and one pur^iulng an 
nndergrftduate degree. When entltlcmeni b^efit^i were extended to 45 months 
last yean thl* enual treatment should have continued. Indeed, if my colleague* 
will recall the legislative history of the %'ietnam Veteran* ICducatlon Act* the 
orfginsl cjmference committee report made no dl*tln?nion between aradttate *nd 
undi»rgrsduate education in recommending the exteaslon of entitlement benefits* 

The reasons that entitlement benefit* have been extended for undergradutte 
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♦ducnttoii apply etiuaUy to veterAOi wklug f rtduate education* Tto taocatiou 
f*!!*?^'^ *^ iuitiimailjr cgicpetitlve in today** ailfleuit juli liiarket it 
^-reater imd tuot*? ^peeliiUt^nhati ever titfore. CoiiVeraiilK uueiiiyloyjiiettt amiHijr 
youttf ttrteraui Mh bmx anU coiitltiuea to b© loorOiaateJy Ida h wheu eoioijar^ 



li utUier tt ijmt iiumbeir of t ifteran* liave coamdtiaeiiU wlifcit ke^jy tii^m from 
taMiiia a ruU eouraje load to eam their detrei'a lu mimmuiu liwt Uiidta. TWa 
4t|i»iiws ciiually to tliuise m^i^c gmduate edueatloii a* w^ii aa tlu>i« 9%$kium 
UiMier^raduate educatioc* Maay iretejatia hate tamillea aad mmt aacure outaide 
Hthvui eiiiployiiient to help in their uuppott, Thoae visteraiu atte^iptlif to nun 
icraduate detn?ea in today*a uatterulty pirograma have aunllar time ^ttaiuU 
m thot*e cngwaal in andeigraauate prugraid** Many advanced dagrea prttrama^ 
^en at the? Master** letel i>attieulofly thoa© «a>edaliied programa which hmt 
prepare a graduate to ent^r th^ Job market with a niarjitanle education are 
u*m two to three year* in length hailed on a full course load Uken airottghout. 
Kor the veteran 4^'ith a funiiiy and outside tchoo^ aniployment tlda tini« can 
^aaiiy stretch to a fourth academic year and abniewhat heyond where a th**iii ia 
renuired. ^ 

in addition, the veteran who, prior to his jpiUtary aervice, had iwo-to-t!iree 
yeaw of a college education ahould Mot m*eive a loi^Ver entitlement l>enellt if he 
.^Mm to u^e hi» entitlement toward a graduate degree. 

While one nmy gratit that inflation ahould he taken into c\)n»lderatlon In 
<r*tending entitlement benefltt* unemsiloyment and its subae^iaent embittering 
t^tfwt on thuac*; mcii who have aerved our country in lt» moat dllflcult war ia 
m t^iually great probleoi. We ahouid^not dlicriminate aimlnat tho#e vetetuna 
f^ei^king graduate edmiitloa when we hara already eittended entltlemait bi?ne- 
lit# for thoiie pnrauing tmdergraduatjdBibreea. 

«H*l*ouenti of tlw* origimd OJ. BilTO thought that Ita generoui'twvMlona 
wviuld be itillationary and econoinlealiy di^istroua* And yet who can doubt now^ 
the moiigive beneflta we aa a aoclety have gained a» a 're«iult of the i«a«mge of 
tiiat bitL whoae educational iMrovlslona made it i>oa«ible for tuany men who«0 
tmckgrounda would have madi* ^higher education imi*ogiilble to achi^vd* college 
t.'duiatlon and to nm that iHlucntion to become lenderain every field of endeavor 
in our present aociety. Today* edueational utandarda have changed: an advanced 
degree ia often nei^eawiry even to eomi^ete iiroiierly in t*>day*a tight Job market 
which* If tlte imt tldrty years are an e^tample* Mil continue to be characterised 
by n phenomenal and constant growth of siwlalixed and technological knowledge* 
Our inveitment in the 01 BUI of 1044 paid and it «tlll |)iiylug dbidenda of 
1cttder«hlp and exr>ertl!*e far beyond its monetary co^^t**. Correction of ithe in* 
c*»juity in entitlement beneflta will eontlmie the start made in thla direction 
bv the im««Ffage of the Vietnam Veteran?* IStUication Act la^t year> The#e men who 
liav#* ^»rtc»d our country bo well in such dlfOcult tlme^ de»erve no le»a 

Mf. Chairman, T nrge tou and this committee to correct thli^ Inefjnity through 
ft favoratite reii<>rt on It It 73^.6 m that we m«y complete the w ork ao well begun 
by the pa^ange of the Vietnam %*eteran8 I5ducatlon Act last year* 

tut StAtK or CALUm^xA 

Mr. Chfilrman* and Memb€»r« of the 8tibc<»nmilttee m Education and Trnlnlntr* 
I wouUl lli^to take thU op|>ortunlty to comment on the provlwlouai of my bill, 
tut 5^fi^f, mkh pertain to extension of education benefltft f»»r veteran?* 

the bill. II n. 5Kt\ WMiild extend ellalbillty for the O.t BUI maxlmnm educa^ 
tlon benefit*! from thirty to forty-flve montha Thin mea-^nre would al»*> in* 
crease veteranfi* entitlement to accrued edncatbmnt tieueflta* Veterans who Mv^ 
served nndeij eljjhteen jnonths of aotlve duty would now be entitled to two and 
Mne tiatf months <if educntlMnal a^glstance per month servetl, extending the 
eurrertt one and one-half month** provision. 

ttndcf Pfew»nt atntnte* thla time extension applies only to tho«e veterans *who 
nr^ not able to eomplete nnderaraduate ^itudlet* In the nonnal four yefir wrlmi 
The Veteran^ Education and Hehnbllltatlon Amendments of 1074 provide* In* 
centivi* tf^t thorn veteranawho wl*h to further their ntuteraraduate etlncatlon* 
I'lit di«regarda thoae v<pterana tn araduate f*t other pf>«*t bnccalauJfeate itudy« I 
iJnd this extenaloit neither fair nor efiuitable to all veterana* 
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Ttoe addltlonul time needed io attain a dtfree as a reiolt of outtlde a^hool 
^Ujpli»,tmeat, a ^aiortage ot miuired t^mlit Buuri, tlie tteeij*iMiry edudition to com- 
lH.te m tuday'ej Jub aiarket, are jmt a few of ihe justiflcatloai^ rakjed for removal 
of thin ioeaultioua reitrietlon. owe our ireterau«, wbo pite tbelr time and 
iiiterrupttHi tli**lr iidiuoliog to *jefve our uatloir^ iecurltr* tbe chance for edu- 
caUuiml fuWliment ILIi. mutd do Juiit tbat! It ^ould allow irraduate 
»tudeut^ tbe same entltkmeut i>eriiHl an urulergruduate»# tbua cu^uriu^r tbat our 
>:ereratA# re«?lve eciual tre^tmout for t»au»l i*ervle<i ^' 

Tbiuik you, genUeiiieii,fMi:*your time* * ^ 

Hoit Oun TKAGcr» ^ 
Vhmrman, i<uhcommUtec oh EducuHm <in4 Training, Committee m VetcraH$^ 
Affairs, cannon UoUhc OOke Buildini^, Wankxn^ton, DX\ 

1 »t\a CitAiRUA^ 1 1 Kvould like to take this oiii)ortuaity to comment on my 
bill^ UJX. 4006. dealliig AVltb eductition benefits for veterans. 

M It » rt^ntruiliK iHl m H It 5«ji5. Ult 58l«i and JbLlt 6100) would ettend 
eligibility for ai BUI edutiitioii benefit* from m to 45 juontliB. It would alao 
iut rca»J6 the rate of aeorutnl benents from oue atid one bait month* iter month 
Kf-rved to two and one half myntbi* i»er muutb served for vetoranti with lew than 
1« uiontbfi of ac tive dtit.v servb e. 

I siH'n?»#ral lilt 4iWln order to eormt what t feel was an unfortunate regreu* 
^hm mu tbe ivart of tbe i*Srd Congress. As tlie Couuuatee w ill rc^ll. an extension 
of 01 Bill education t»e»efjt^ itm\ *M\ to 4»j montbs was included in the original 
conference version of Jl.ft, 12t3i;8 (KL. Oa-SOB). Howeven when becauae of Hoot 
action by the JftouBe i^U bill wa?* mnt back to c*)nferenc<s the-eitcuaton waa 
amended to include only veteraust in undergradnate study. \ 
^ the effect of thl» action w a» to imt into law an Incentive for r^fteran to extend 
ht^* or her undergraduate alucatlou %vhife discriminating against the veteran in 
graduate or other itOf^t baeailaureate istt^dy* Thii* la a isituation which need* to 
be corm^ted. ILH* would do ju»t that 

, I: wl**h to draw 9i\mM attention to that jmrt of ItR. 40(^ which aeeks to intvatt 
itjuttable treatment for veterans who sened lesa tban 18 niontha on active duty* 

tiuriflg the Vietnam Kra Uiere were a number of veterans who i-iervedjesa than 
18 moitths active duty. Borne ret^elved early «epnratlony becau^t^ of over tiittm%' 
In their »i>eeifte ilelda or for a variety of admitiistrative teasong. But of r»^rhaps 
even greater coni^m are tho^e veterans who reetdved early discharges IfCcanae of 
woundfi or injuries sustained while on active duty. Wlthotit a change In present 
regulations, these veterans would receive Bill education bf»nefit« at a rate of 
one and one^half months |>er month ff active duty acrvii^e. Under this system a 
Vietnam veteran wbo was w^mnde^l and released after nerving IT montha active 
dutv would be eligitile for onlv tie uKinttiM of education benefits, whereas the vet- 
eran who servetl jnst one «i*>nth mo^ would* under the r>roi>i>§ed extension* be 
eligible for a ftdl 4?v montlm of edueaUon. This would in no v<^ay rei>resent a just 
and e^juitable system. ^ ^ ^ 

ft i** for these tcii^on^i T ijroijose the allotment of two and one^ialf montha of 
l»e«efit«i tier month of active dtity service, with a maximnm benefit of 45 months 
of III Bill etlucatlon benefits reached npou comrdetion of one and one^hatf years 
of aedve dufv. ^ * . ^ . 

t reijue.Nt that the stibcomtnittee give its full attentl^^n to this propoaat t am not 
asking tbat 8|»ei lal benefits l»e granted any group or individual. I am simply sug* 
gi-f^ting thftt alt veterang be granted fair treatment in the allotment of the bene* 
fit.HJwhlch they have earned* 

Bestwlshe*. 

Sincerely* ' --^ *• — 

..^^ BojTALn^ Fiuaiat 



8tATf Mgj«t It tIo5. BOBERT KAStt^TMKiKa* A BtMiiisaifrATivic xif Cosfoaieia FlOM 

tHK gTAti or WiSCOJfilif 

t appreciate this oin>ortunltv to present a statement to your Subcommittee on 
tin. HIOC g bill relating to OX Bill education and loan guaranty benefits. 

£3arBer this year I introduced l^talatlMJ, HJl* 31248^ which would extend the 
maximum educatltinal benefitt to fortyfiva montha for all iWucatlonal programs 



vaa4iat ditpttr 34 at TltU 3i of the United States Code I would lik« to dim-t 
my ttouukji to tlit f roviiUoa* of UM. xelatiisg to extexudoA of tho matlmum 
ellsiUlltjr period th alt teteranit cotttiiiulsr titeir edueatioiu 

Vfhm tlie Vietni^m ICra Veterant' Headjuttment Aasintanee Act of 1074 was 
under conaideraUojii ia dongrtiMi lakt year, we wer«» forced^ at the^lmtflitexie^ of 
Home Memberir of tiie IBeiiate^ to af to atr e:iitteniion to 45 laoutba for tuider^ 
graduate studle* oiiJy* I do not believe a distluetiou between graduate and utider- 
graduate atudlea isl Jastltied in detennlDinf elJgibiiltjr for educatlonat asi$i»tanee 
l»aymeata under tlie Bill prt^am. A ireteratt*«> eligibility for educational 
asaliitance «hould be based on the length of hbi military service* not on the level 
of .his academic atndiea. 

I think we aliol should keep in mind the rising eosfc of higher education and 
the dlflicultlea miny veterans are fading In financing their istudles. Kitendlog 
the maximum eli|ihility lieriod for all veterans In t»chool coidd aMiit a number 
of Yeterani^ in graduate |>r0f rama in completing their itudle«» 

1 urge lou and tht Members of your Bubcommittee to correct a. aerloua tn^ 
e«iuity lu existing law by extending the majtlmum eligibility i>erlod for educa* 
tioual beneflta t<^*4t^ montlm for ireterana la all leireli of study* 

Thank you again, for the opportunity to present this atatement 

SrATKMiAt or l|oK* Jou?r Mkixhic«, a lit^M^HKHTAnvK m €oNo«£a» ymu tug 

.> I • BtATE' or M02«TANA 

Mr. Chalrnmn y^nd Mejoabera of the Subcommittee* 1 SBUtiad for thin oimt' 
tuftity to eneouraife favorable con$*lderation #f legislation to e^itteiid the ma:s^luixmi 
veterans edueatfohai eiititlement from 36 to 45 months and to boost the auwunt 
of asffiMtance for each month of actire duty service* 

1?he bill I have |CO«ponsored <11K. 5tJU6), in addition to lengthening the maxi- 
mum entitlement fivould InCreaae the educational aifsistanee for veteruna from 
the present t% muntha for each montli of active duty to 2^4 mouths of schooling 
supiiort X^ublie tdr»^ &3-50B waa heliiful in iillowlng an additional nine months 
for pursuit of traimi|f leading to a standard Mudergra4uate degree when a vet* 
eratt^had exhausted iils maximum 36*month dftltitnty without completing degrcH? 
requirements* But it .did uothlo^r for those veterans who had not egtablifehcHl the 
maximum entitlement through 18 months of service. 

i)tlucatlon ts the fljhest gif t a free society can give to its citlxens* iu Mh case 
those who have earnfcd the opiwtunity through dedicated military service, and 
I think we would -do jsv ell to llberallKe the educational benefits allowances* 

Thank you. - - 

Hr^ttUf^t Ho?*. jAMfs A. BtmitC a Ht!PRE«fc?iTAtivr tn Conoiucss Fkou tun 

BtAt^ of liUSSACKOSEtTS ^ 

Mn Chairman. I am submitting this. statement toda^ in oniof to make the 
Member* of the Committee aware of my support of Hft 5558. MR 5558* If enacted* 
will entitle veteraiis to 45 months of edueatkmal assistaneo for all programs under 
Chaviter 34 of Title 38 of the Uhltc^ Btates Code. 

ttndcrgraduate students are entitlCHl to 45 months of educational benefits 
wliereas all other students eligible for this funding are given only 30 mouths to 
complete their studies?. 

It 1^ most unfortunate tiiat so many of our young men and women had their 
edutntiona totallv int^rrupttnl by the fletimm War while they so unselfishly 
attended to our Nation*s exigent demamt These men a^d women faithfully « oni- 
pleted their duty to our country and desC-rVe our f nU supi>ort as they resume their 
civilian lives, \ ' " 

Therefore* I feel it is inn>erative for the S«ubcomniitte on Kdueatlon and Tmln* 
inst to favorably report this proi>o»al in order to rectify this itijustice tvlthln our 
veterans* oducationul prograui. 

STAtE,M£Nr or Hoit. MAaK Amntwt^.^K Uf^ntMt^tMtvt ts Co!<obess ¥mu tm 
HrATEi or Noarit Bakv ta 

Mr. Chairman* thank you for allowin^rmae fhe opt^rtunity to sulmdt my state- 
ment tt^ati ve t* H JL S406* which would amend Title ng of the United States Code 
l^y establishing a termination date- for veterans* cducaHonal benefits! and extend* 
lng.the maximum allowai>le benefits to 15 montlis* 
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I iwdd Uke to «4dr«» Birielf Ottlf to Secilou 2 of tUli bill* as tMe iMropoiHd 
diAflte ii Al«o ^mb^fHed in HicUon 1 of 6549. whldt I btife totroduetd Md 
whlcli bus nlm htm rtttrttd to tht* Ct»mmlttee These it^cti^ of ,tb« r««tt»cttte 
btUi »e^k to extend the eiiUUemeat lor ^ueatiooAl MaiOiiUnee Allowed ttti4«r 
l*obilc lAw JG 508 from 36 to 45 monthi (or the eauitralent thereof iu ptrt'^time 
4^ucittioaiil ai(ii»taiie«^>. This ehtnge %mmiU tralDlog i^glbUlty identictl to 
tbjit mw rwitrkied onljr to miaerftaauate Btudy and It mbodiol the cooeei>t of 
♦Wutlbeiieilt»fore«iual iifrirlce.'' ^ ^ ^ 

Manjr Yetcrani belieire that the reitrtetioh to o«Ir uaderftaduate atwdy it 
Ittt'^ittiUble becauie it ifxcludea thoec who have completed.thii level of educaUoa 
and who Uealre to i>ur«ue study at thje graduate ietd. 1 agree with- th!« view* 
becftUie many pn>ff«iion$ require advance degree \rotk an a baalc eatry require- 
ment. Uone ajre the days wl*en a baehelori degree w aa a ticket to moiKt mny Job. , 
'Xhiit ehiinge •ijottld not work to the dl«advanUge «f aervjcemen» who voiantarih^ 
or involuntarily^ dedicateJ a i>ortiun of their *»|irofa*bional devi^metf yaaw4o 
loiiitary ^ervit-e. Thet*j# Individuals (jliould be given e^iual ui»iK)rtunlty to jpuraue a 
degn^e of their emtt without r««ard to whether It be at an under|rradUift« or m 
graduate leveL Tlda repreienti etjuiUbie treataieiit . 

I urge your Cummlttee to give favorable conslderatiun to the propoaed exten* 
»lott of eUglbiiity time by ai>proi>rlately ameftding title tJS of the U»C. Alio, I 
hope thi» Committee w iJUonaider the lueriu of granting a «ilttillar time extenalon 
for ct^atn 4ei>endeut« Imder Chapter So of audi Htle* m t>roi>oaed In my bill, H*R. ^ 

*^^ank you again for the oiiportunity to liUbtntt my tlewa on this matter* 

HrAtEMtNt or llo^f* Ton nxtiMukm, a imnutntAtm w Comutm FAok 

HtAtc or tt^tiiroia 

Mr. Chairman and Membera of tlie Buboommlttee. I want to urge you to includfe 
a provitjion in the leglalatlon currenUy before you extending entitlement to ail 
vett-raug to forty^iive nioutha of educaUonal aBijistance for all educational pro- 
grains provided In ciiapterd4, title 38. m Code. 41.. 

Under the Vietnam Kra Veteraaa* Headju^jtment Aasl^Unce Act of 10f4* iho 
maxtuium entiUment to benefits for veteran* putsulflg an undergraduate coUfige 
. * degree wa^ c-xtanJed from m to 4& moutha Becauii^ I Mt mn proviilon waii 
unfair to those veterans who u era lu graduate ^hpol or in ,<>t^,^,^ <>£;$^f^ 
audi as a training apprentkeiOiip program* 1 liitroduc^ leglalatlon. H.lt 3476, to 
grant thia U niontU extenaioiv to all veteran* for acy authorised i>rcjgram of 

^^n'y'of my constltuenta have contacted me to expteaa their concern over th}» 
exeluaion ^f ^ther studenta from thia extensioii. One of thefe young men . a 
dent at Western lUinola University* atated that many of the i^t«*ana at the c^* 
lege f(H:4 aaWe doea that the fallum to grant the 4> month c^tejaion to graduate 
atudenta la^ unfair to him and othera like him who nave worked ham towards 
a detree WSated t **I finished my undergraduate 40grte as fast aa po<ialble (3 
^eaw i^bdKo months i In order that I would have enough of the OX Bill in reserve 
f^^ toKKy mattert degree. However, my 01 Bill nana out^Ur «he 
morMntatter^ 1 aUll need 24 mote quarter hours to complete my .degree^r I 
haV^aK i veteran imrtlclpatiog in an Kleetrical Appeentlceahlp 

Sram; who f eela that ^^Whether a college atudent or an ap^renUeeahlp, It is 
dlfflcult ahd any asaHtanee heliiir, «lnee we both liave ^ common gotl wf want 
to achieve and that la to better ourselvea.** ^ * 4- 

^ Of our Vletnam^ra veteiana, xn4T29 or 242^^ wera in •chooHn^X *T^^^^ 
eluding 215,000 service dlwibled veterans trained under one of the VA edticatlonal 
^r^ms a-^^ to them. Under the original WW tl program a yeteraa's full 
?u7ffie^riSc:ka.a ""'"^^^^ 

mluistration^up to a maximum I^^«<^fiy**^ ' 
entlUfd to a »onthly aubaiitence allowance of 960 (later locfeaaed to *W plus 
Idditou^^l amounts for>lependents. The Virtngm-era beneA^ were not as liberal 
M tK^oiS after WW It and, an extension^ 4^ months to include all 
grams of education for these young men would a step In aUevlauag the la* 
equity aa the Vietnam^era Is brought t# a ddae. , , . , ^ _ 
' VeteraftTm^ to have a break In their ^ocatlon ^or varioa; reasoas. 

Others may UkfeJoager than tht average » montha to complete thdr eoll^^e 
S?aMhn are «pport their f^mlUea ^%^^^}^^^t^^: 

tional benefits graafced byBe n^^^L^^j^^^""^^^^ 
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<wanite Tetf rtni from compleiinf their uttdorginiduiite work tn four ye«r« tiiil 
It uppefcrt thtt maiir exteudiiif It ttt ofUer to obtain beuetiti for tlK* nclditluniil 
y«ir. Fur thon*^ younir km who do flniiih their tHlueattOtt in the avert fi<! S6 monthut, 
I mt na fttuion tu ddky them amiigtaoce for that year of ttody for icradtiate 
aehooL For aeveral reavoiia^ more and more <:oilefe graduates are foln« on to^ 
tradttate •chooL Home nre eontinultiif their education becauye of the idiortage 
of Job* atnl others haveyfound a need to iimit their eoum- ctf iitudr to a more 
apecifie area due to the &ujiKUtioa from the abuudanee of ttudeuta'with under* 
graduate dogreei. Thoae veteratih in trainlug eour«e«i ahoidd al«a not be denleil 
thla eitra /ear whieh they luay need to eomi)lete their eourse of inutniction. 

I am mware of the oiH>o<»ltlon of the Veterans Adminiitimtlon to thS* legiilatlon* 
prljowliy due to eo«t. and am eertainlr coneemHt ovor iiny near l^erai ^leud- 
ing programs at thl* tluie. Jt Is m belief* however, that Uils i^'ontd be a i^orth- 
whi^e exr»endlture for tlie«e veteran* ifrho served our eountrr doring such an un- * 
popular* tragic war. 

^tKVOkmx or Hoiv, Boi Cahs, a. HaraesE5T4Tive Co^foaasa Faoii taa StAte 
or Mti utoA* i.H Hurroar or ILH* 35^3 

^ Mr. Chairman* I would like to express my sui^rt for itlt Vm virhieh amends 
tJtlK^ ignited Btates i!ode. io order to entitle veterami and eligible dependents 
to 45 months of educational asaistanee for all edueatiojiai assistant programs 
administered by the Veterans Administration. 

This bill, whleh was introduml by the foruier Chairman of the House Vet^ns 
Affairs Committee. Cougressmau Olin Teague. and niyself; provides for an nii^ 
restricts eittenslon of basic elitibiOty for OJ BiE ediKratioual benefits from 
to 45 mouths. Tilts Is an obvious ple^e of '^unAnislied business'* f r#« our efforts 
during the past 4 years to slgtdflcantly Improve educational benefits for Vieumm 
veterans* Hoiiefully we will be able to proceed nuicltly to sueei»iaful enaetmeot 
-of this legislation so that we eau insure the continuity of eligibility for most vet- 
erans cmrtently in training. ^ 

While I believe the merits ot this measure arfr obvious* It wonltfbe worthwhile 
to examine the history of this proi>oi*al. During e^te«»Ue htaringNm ppadjust^ 
ment asslstanee beneflts for Vietnam-era veterans held last year b3N4i>ti« ^^^^ 
Mouse and Benat^a great deal of testimony was given urging that tBfWhiui 
maxtmum entltlem?ht of 3fl months be extended. ^ 

Frop«i»»ts of this extension* noUng that the World Winr II veterans had 
eeived np to a maximum of 48 month* entitlement argued for sdditlonal eL„ 
bliity and r^p(*atedly tettiflal as to the dlfBcultles of nmny veterans in obtainio 
an tmdergradnate degree in SG months* jjliat is. ^ standard atudemie years of 
montha each, inte to dr^^umstanees be>ond their a>ntrol, many veterans are n 
able to complete their programs of Instruction within the given time f f«mt;8ut 
eirenmstance* include the hlglier prtee^ of etlueation* t rt*dlts lo«t in transfer f roiin 
one IttStlttitlOtt to another, change of major or program of Instrnetlon. lack of| 
siilttdent preimmtory bsokgrotuid or training to ct>mpleto a prograni of InstrfR^- 
tlon. All of these factors had cimiblned to make it very likely that manv VietngKn- 
era veterans wotild not be able to c^ohiplete baecalaurc*ate degree rcijiulrements 
within 4 aeademie ^enrs, 

Tfms, in tlaal consideration of Ihibile Hm (»S-50^. nn additional nine months 
of edueatlonnl entitlement was nrovldt^ for tho#e veterans pursuing a standarif 
nndergraduate college degrt^e^. However, this restricted ^months of entitlement 
is p^jvlding diffteult to InM^temcnt Wiether one nuallfles for tlie additional bene- 
fit often tum*f on technlealitles that may seem absurd. For example* a i^ersou eji- 
rolled in a standard 5^year nmleraraduate program* such a^imarnaacy or eiial^ 
ncKfHng. mny cpialify for b<*nellts. But Wmx dgain he msy not ciwlfy for t^enetlts 
if he was cntltbd to a liachelor*s degreo at the end of 4 years. Foitther* the 
strictlon limiting aadltlonal entitlement to undergraduate education may have 
the tininterid^l effect of disermraging rapid and emclent progress by a veteran 
to his or her ultimate educational obje^^ttve. t^eterans may be eneoumged to 
stretch out their nndergraduate career rather than make nmxlmum eadeiit nse 
of their bi*nei1ts. 

This restriction is also ^'tihpreeedented. N*ever4n the history of the Or Bill 
readjnstment a«Nistanee progrsms* l>eginning with the World W*ar It 01 Hiil 
and including both the Korean Conflict -and the prmnt program, has anv stipula- 
tion been lmp*>sed on the level of training* nhdergmduate or graduate* for which 
the m edneatbmnt assistance msy t>e used* The llmltid C^-month extenKon thu^ 
' h* effeet trrovides nnc^nal beneflts for e<iual sertloe. Veterans who havepursiie*! 
the aanxe military oblifatlon may receive Uneqtial education beneits. I^rith vet» 
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enm un^mpldyment tttm for younger vetenm« close to 20%, educational benefits^ 
unaer tne Oi JbiU prtjgrain must a»5i8t ancl not detract motiYa|Bd veterans eeek* 
ing ^ater opportunity through disciplines that require niorirtrainiug such as 
teaehing, business, law, mt?uicme, and other professions. 

The Carnegie Commission on Higher JBducation and others have pointed out 
that educational retiuiremeats. Imposed by employers, State licensing agencies, 
and professional certiHeation boards deaitaud increasing i)eriods of higher educa* 
tion. What a bachelors degree would qualify a veteran for 20 years ago in terms 
of salary* job opport»»itie8, and responsibilities, may very well require a Mas* 
ters' or other advanced degree now, iiuch additional education should l>e viewed 
as an investment nbt only in the veterans who will benefit, but in the f utmre of 
the country itself. Inere^fsed education through the 01 Bill has invariably meant*^ 
iricr^se^Pjw revenues as well as a better educated populace contributing to the 
* weltW^Sna Aevelopmetttrof our nation.* . 

As stated in the Senate committee report in the last Co'ngress*-No. ifij-907^the 
9-month provision had two principal purposes: "to insure that veterans . . . tak- 
ing reduced credit loads, forced to work, and facing technical and administrative 
bottlenecks . ♦ . be able to complete their undergraduate degrees'* and to 
meet *'the increasing periods of higher education'* demanded by 'the educational 
requirements imposed by employers. State licensing agencies, and professional 
certification boards." Limiting the additional months of entitlement to under- 
graduate courses may fulfill the first purpose stated above, but It is preventtug^ 
and will continue to prevent many veterans from having the opportunity to com- 
pete for the increasing number of Jobs which requliie advanced courses of e<Iuea- 
tion, and thus fulfill the second principal purpose mandated by Congress., 

SxATEiciSNT ojr Hoir. Spark M. Matsut^aoa, a REPiiKSEZfTATivii iic Conoress 
Fkom thc Statk of Hawau oH H.B. 8406 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee, I appreciate your invitation 
to offer testimony on veterans* educational benefits. I shall direct my statement 
to the question of extending the maximum period of eligibility for benefits from 
86 to 45 months, as prot>osed In my bill, H.B. 6070, and as part of the Chairman's 
own bill, H.R. 8406. This Is essential to remedy an inequitable situation. 

During the 03rd Congress, educational benefits for veterans to pursue under- 
graduate degrees were extended from S6 to 45 months. However, becaxise of the 
strong opiK)Sitlon of the Ford Administration, Congress restricted the extension 
to undergraduates enrolled in four-year dcjgree programs at a college or univer- 
sity. By so restricting educational benefits, the thousands of veterans who are 
enrolled in graduate schools, vocational education courses, and on-the-job train- 
ing programs are now^ precluded from utilizing the additional nine months of 
benefits, Tlils makes the present law discriminatory against those veterans who 
either do not wish to be enrolled In four^year program at a college or a universltj* 
or who have completed^ or partially completed, college before entering the amietl; 
forces. This inhibits \;eterans from pursuing speclalixed occupational training, 
either on the graduate fev^ or in a vocational program. 

There is no rational basis for dlstlngidshlng between veterans who enter one 
type of occuindional training and those who entar another. The objective for the 
GI Bill hasvAlways been to train veterans^lor useful occui>atlons and help them 
make up fQ|r time spent in th^ service which they could have been using for occu- 
pational trbinlng. Xt is evident that in today's highly competitive job market* a 
four-year dollege degree is ndt sufiScient in a great number of useful occupations. 
VocatlonalX technical, and ramfesslonal training must be treated equally to train- 
ing recelTeovJn a four-yeaj program at a college or unlverslbr^ 

T personallysQWe mostjair the financing of my law school education to Toterans* 
educational benelttstr-'fn good conscience, I cannot n^alntaln that I served my 
country with greater sacrifice than today's Veterans, 

Furthermore, the national interest In promoting tnore and ^eiker trained pro- 
fessionals in such areas as medicine* dentistry^ public health, engineering and 
many others would be clearly served bv this extension. Veterans who simply 
could not afiTbrd to continue their education beyond the bachelor's deg?^ would 
be in a position to pursue more special!^ training in the nine additional months 
of benefits provided f or^nder botH H.H. ^70 and H.R. 8406. ^ 

Therefuie, Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee, 1 itrongly'tiNv 
ommend :rour favorable action on this bill, both to alleviate the Invldiotvi dis- 
crimination which exists In thejprtsent latv* and to help America meet shortages 
In maljy professional and technical lipids. , 

Thank yoii veiy mtich. 
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